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We live in a world �lled with people 
who have a total inability to see eye 
to eye on just about anything: from 
political issues, to whether socks 
and sandals are an a�ront to all that 
is good, to what invisible deity we 
prostrate ourselves before, we love a 
good squabble. However, there can 
be great value in taking a moment 
to re�ect on the things we do share. 
While human culture and history are 
littered with strife and con�ict, there 
are a few things we can all pretty 
much agree are A+. In that category, 
sex, sleeping in, and food all come to 
mind. In that spirit, let’s take a dive 
into some of the more obscure and 
outlandish facts about what we chow 
down upon. That’s right, our food; 
sometimes grotesque, sometimes 
mystifying, occasionally deliciously 
bizarre… and bizarrely delicious.

Figs Are the Only Non-Vegan Fruit

That’s right, folks, the Fig Newtons 
your mom called a “cookie,” and you 
called, “God, these again?” are the 
only cookie �lled with dead wasp 
meats. When a female �g wasp hears 
the clarion call of her biological clock, 
she enters an unripe fruit and lays her 
eggs, pollinating it as she goes, and 
eventually dies trapped within the 
�eshy enclosure. Her wingless male 
children are born inside the fruit �rst. 
They fertilize the still unborn females, 
dig escape tunnels for them, and per-
ish. The new generation of female 

wasps are then born pregnant inside 
the �g. They exit through the tunnels 
excavated by their brother-husbands 
and go o� to start the magical and 
repulsive cycle again. Truly, nature at 
its most incestuous. 

Asafoetida, or the Devil’s Dung

While many of us love a good chick-
en tikka masala, the spices used in In-
dian foods can seem obscure in the 
extreme, asafoetida (ass-uh-fetid-uh) 
being the prime example. Some re-
ligious sects prohibit the consump-
tion of onions and garlic (pardon me, 
but fuck that noise), as they are said 
to in�ame passions or some such 
nonsense. An alternative that’s now 
widely used in many Indian dishes 
is what’s colloquially known as the 
Devil’s dung. It’s a resin (sort of a 
sap-type deal) that’s extracted from 

the root of an herb, dried, and pow-
dered. The smell of uncooked asafoe-
tida is so bad that the only time I’ve 
ever bought it, the specialty spice 
shop I visited kept it double bagged, 
in a tightly sealed jar, in the back 
room, on the furthest shelf up. The 
fragrance it produces is redolent of 
sulfur, sickly farts, and death. When 
cooked in a pan with a bit of butter, 
the smell blooms into one of oniony, 
garlicky goodness. Why one wouldn’t 
just use actual onions and garlic is 
perhaps a mystery that I will never 
comprehend, likewise to how in the 
hell someone was desperate enough 
to try and use this as a spice in the 
�rst place. 

Beaver Butt Juice 

If you’ve ever seen a nature program 
where a mammal uses it’s stank to 
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claim territory, or have had the un-
fortunately odorous experience of 
dealing with a cat who shows their 
love by pissing on your laundry, 
you’ll be unsurprised that beavers do 
something similar. Beavers of both 
genders secrete a chemical via their 
castor sacs (next door to their anal 
glands) that’s used to tell other bea-
vers, “Bugger o�, this spot is mine.” 
The interesting di�erence here is that 
beaver butt juice (known as castore-
um) was once widely used in an array 
of human products, including per-
fumes, vanilla extracts, and a popular 
Swedish schnapps called “Bäverhojt” 
(literally translated as “Beaver shout,” 
which is one way to put it, I suppose). 
While not as popular as it once was 
(mainly due to the inconvenience 
of, uh, milking a beaver’s anal secre-
tions), it still makes its way into foods 
and fragrances today. So, who knows 
if you’ve ever had a pudding laced 
with beaver ass sauce? Nobody, that’s 
who.

Cochineal 

While we’ve all heard the “fact” (a to-
tal myth, which may come as a relief 
to many of you) that humans swallow 
an average of 8 spiders a year in our 
sleep, we don’t often consider the 
other bugs we may or may not know 
we’re chowing down on. Despite the 
rising popularity of cricket chips (a 
bland and mealy disappointment, in 
my experience), most people would 
prefer not to voluntarily consume 
bugs. Bad news for you then, be-
cause if you’ve ever eaten anything 
that uses Natural Red 4 dye, you’ve 
been ingesting powdered insects. 
This grisly preparation of pulverized 
Hemiptera is used to make the car-
mine colorant used in sausages, alco-
holic drinks, cheddar cheese, cook-
ies, and more. The next time you’re 
enjoying a suspiciously red jam, stop 
and appreciate the creative spirit of 
the food scientists that crafted your 
insect-laden treat. 

Avocados Shouldn’t Exist 

Despite hyperbolic parables expound-
ing on how avocado toast is a sinister 
representation of everything wrong 
with kids these days, most of us will 
scarf down good guacamole with 
gusto. How the avocado has man-
aged not to go extinct is a bit of a 
mystery, however. Everyone knows 
that plants make seeds, and seeds 
need some way to spread. If a seed 
falls too close to a parent, it will be 
overshadowed and outcompeted for 
light and nutrients. To facilitate the 
spread of seeds, animals are often se-
duced into being unwitting dispers-
ers of them via the alimentary canal. 
Sometimes when seeds are excreted, 
the poo pile they’re left in even helps 
fertilize the seedling. So, what exact-
ly has a mighty enough gut to han-
dle a seed as big as an avocado pit 
without a painful and extended trip 
to the loo? The answer is almost cer-
tainly Megatherium or giant ground 
sloths. They were (most paleobiolo-

gists agree) the primary consumer 
(and excreter) of avocados until they 
went extinct some 13,000 years ago. 
Between the time that the last Pleis-
tocene Megatherium pooped its �nal 
avocado seed and the time modern 
humans discovered we liked them 
damn things too (and began culti-
vating them), it’s a distinct wonder 
how this peculiar plant managed to 
not get dead. Regardless of how or 
why let us bonk burritos and just be 
happy they didn’t.

While this is merely a glimpse down 
some of the storied halls of culinary 
curios, it’s a good opportunity to stop 
and re�ect on the insect content of 
your food or the unsung importance 
of sloth poop and beaver butts. 

Esmeralda Rupp-Spangle can make a 
mean curry and promises to use only a 
little Devil’s dung in it. She can be found 
on Instagram (@esmeraldasilentcita-
del), the Book of Faces, or MeWe.
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STATE OF THE INDUSTRY

“The state of the industry is good” — 
and I say that in my most presidential 
voice possible, followed by the all too 
familiar “C’mon man!” Okay, all poli-
ticking aside, I’m de�nitely reaching 
with “good,” but it’s certainly getting 
a hell of a lot better! At the time of 
scribbling this, we’re estimated to be 
back to a fully open Paci�c Northwest 
as we are a wiry pube away from a 
70% vaccination rate in both Oregon 
and Washington. Assuming the stat-
isticians didn’t screw the proverbial 
pooch as they did on the 2016 elec-
tion forecasts, you should be read-
ing this while enjoying your Moscow 
Mule, fully demasked, at 1:57 a.m. Oh, 
the envy! While you sit distracted, en-
joying all your newly reclaimed free-
doms, don’t forget to get your ass up 
and tip for the �nal stage set of the 
night. Freedom and power come 
with responsibilities — make Peter 
Parker proud!

Fully open in the PNW comes at no 
better time, as anniversaries are in 
the air. We’d like to wish both Haw-
thorne Strip and Cabaret a Happy 
15th Anniversary, as well as Stars Cab-
aret a Happy 26th Anniversary. And 
not to grandstand, but if you haven’t 
heard yet, we’re now 28. That’s a com-
bined 84 years of debauchery, which 

even outdoes your perverted grand-
pappy. Take that, Geepa! Make sure 
you check out 28 Years of Exotic on 
pages 40-43. Lots of memories over 
the years!

We’d also like to welcome X-Sensual, 
a new lingerie modeling studio, to 
the industry! Check out their tantaliz-
ing ad on page 6, and I bet you’ll be 
hot, bothered, and ready for an erot-
ic, private show! 

MISS EXOTIC, ANYONE?

While not yet o�cial until all restric-
tions are “o�cially” dropped, let’s 
say it’s all but o�cial that we will be 
planning Miss Exotic 2022 for later 
this year. So you missed industry 
events, you say? You’re not the only 
one, Sparky — so did we! We’ll have 
to track down DJ Dick Hennessy and 
see if he’s ready to return from his 
sabbatical in Myanmar. Last I heard, 
the only way to get him messages 
was via pigeon or hand-carried on el-
ephant back.

However, time is of the essence. 
We’ve heard that the reigning Miss 
Exotic, Axel, is contemplating charg-
ing us a service fee for having to store 
the crown a year longer than agreed 
upon, so we’d like to get a new god-
dess crowned and avoid the penalty!

Watch for more announcements 
about Miss Exotic 2022 in the August 
issue.

Stay cool out there, folks! And, please 
be responsible with your new “big 
kid” bedtime. 2:30 a.m. is the major 
leagues!

Support your local businesses, in-
cluding every industry business 
within these pages.

IG: @exotic_mag
Twitter: @exoticmag
FB: @xoticmag
info@xmag.com
503.241.4317
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FRI 16
THE LOUNGE

FETISH NIGHT

SUN 18
KIT KAT CLUB

MEGAN CUPCAKINGTON’S 
BIRTHDAY BASH

FRI 23
DREAM ON SALOON
COMIC-CON NIGHT

SAT 24
HAWTHORNE STRIP

ESME’S BIRTHDAY PART

STARS CABARET (BRIDGEPORT) 
ROCK A-LUAU

STARS CABARET (SALEM)
80S PARTY

DAILY SPECIALS
CABARET

HAPPY HOUR 2PM-6PM

COLUMBIA STRIP
HAPPY HOUR 4PM-7PM

DV8
HAPPY HOUR NOON-3PM 

THE LOUNGE
HAPPY HOUR NOON-2PM
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Miss Exotic Oregon 2020 - Axel
From Devils Point
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As long as man has existed, he has 
sought things other than the pursuit 
of bare survival. Ever since the first 
cavemen kicked around the severed 
head of a tribal enemy for fun and 
contest, sport has existed.

Records, from cave paintings to stone 
tablets, describe sporting contests 
and games since the beginning of 
human history, and now, in the year 
2021, we have more sports than ever. 
Pretty much any activity can be cob-
bled together into some sort of for-
mal league with standard rules, and 
this is where the call of journalism has 
directed me. I present to you readers, 
in no particular order, a list of the odd-
est sports I could �nd, which people 
currently still play, worldwide.

CycleBall

Now, this sounds almost like it ought 
to be some sort of Tron-like spectacle, 
but it, in fact, dates back well over a 
hundred years.

You see, it began in 1893 (if you can 
believe that) by some Germans who 
thought polo would be fun but did 
not want to pay what a horse costs 
just to play it. How is it played? Well, 
it’s really nothing at all like polo, so I 

dunno what the Deutsch Brothers 
were thinking. 

The game is actually more like soc-
cer, except it’s played on �xed-gear 
bicycles with no brakes. Oh yeah, and 
there are only two players on the �oor 
per team, with one keeping goal and 
the other trying to score. Rules are 
also vaguely similar to those of soccer, 
in that you cannot touch the ball with 
any part of your body except your 

head — or your bicycle. Penalties ap-
ply if your feet touch the �oor. Polo, 

indeed. Had the creators ever seen 
polo being played? Is it possible that 
they’d just heard someone describe 
it once and got it all wrong? We shall 
never know, I suppose, but CycleBall is 
growing in popularity across Europe 
and in Japan. It’s only a matter of time 
before we see it in North America, so 
brace yourselves.

Goat Pulling/Buzkashi

Speaking of things that are a lot like 
soccer, we come to the sport of Buz-
kashi, AKA Goat Pulling, AKA Goat 
Grabbing, AKA Goat Dragging. It all 
depends on who’s translating and 
from what language. You see, this 
one hails from the far-o� lands of the 
ancient Orient, where it originated 
among Turkic nomads between the 
10th and 15th centuries. That’s some 
historical provenance, for sure! 

How is this played, you might ask? Is 
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the poor goat hurt? Relax. The goat 
is, in actuality, already dead before 
the game begins, having been de-
capitated a short time prior. The dead 
goat, which is basically the “ball” in 
this game, serves as the central item 
of concern in a contest between two 
teams of 10-12 people on horse-
back (or sometimes YAK-back), who 
must grab this dead goat and place 
it in a goal on one end of the play-
ing field. Rules say you must stay on 
your horse/yak at all times and that 
you can use your horsewhip on other 
people’s horses/yaks, but not the peo-
ple themselves. You are also required 
to hold on to the goat with your own 
arms or legs, and you cannot fasten it 
to your steed in any way. Other than 
that, pretty much anything goes. 
Nowadays, it is primarily played in Af-
ghanistan, where it is their national 
sport, and draws huge crowds of tens 
of thousands. Hey! This one is actually 
more like polo than soccer, now that I 
think about it.

Downhill Shovel Racing

Starting in the early 1970s at the An-
gel Fire Ski Resort in New Mexico, re-
sort workers would sit on snow shov-
els and use them as improvised sleds 
to get from point A to point B faster 
than walking. It sort of blew up a bit 
after that, with the peak of its fame 
being an event at the 1997 X Games 
(which I recently learned is still a thing) 
in which a competitor got seriously 
injured, and the sport was thereafter 
banned. It still exists quietly in vari-
ous places, with the resort which be-
gan it all still playing host to the world 
championships. I’ve never wanted to 
go upwards of 70 mph (112 km/h) on 
a shovel before, but I kind of do now. 

Zorbing

You’ve probably seen this, but nei-
ther know how it’s played or what it’s 
called. Zorbing is when you get into 
one of those giant inflatable hamster 
balls, or, you guessed it, zorbs, and 

roll down various inclines in order 
to achieve superior distance and/or 
speed. In the group zorbing variant, 
you must try to come in first in a race, 
and you’re not supposed to ram other 
contestants. It’s not all that exciting 
to describe, though it certainly seems 
like it would be fun to do. It is primar-
ily included in this list, so we’ll all final-

ly know what to call that shit.

Camel Wrestling

No, you do not wrestle the camels; 
they wrestle themselves. How do you 
get them to do this, you ask? Well, it 
seems that if you trot a sexy female 
camel in front of two males, they’ll 
compete for her affections. What does 

this competition look like? Surely it 
must look like wrestling, right? Well, 
the answer there is “kinda.” Much like 
your uncle’s second wedding, it most-
ly looks like two large, snorting un-
gulates trying to beat each other to 
death with their necks. They do this in 
the wild, too, so they’re not coerced 
into something unnatural, and a top-

deck wrestling camel can be sold for 
over $20,000 USD after a few victories. 
It remains unknown if they let the vic-
tor have the camel poon after they 
win or if it’s all a big tease.

Mountain Bike Bog Snorkeling

Okay, so regular bog snorkeling is 
odd enough, but mountain bike bog 
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snorkeling de�nitely caught my eye. 
In the sport of bog snorkeling, con-
testants must swim through a meter-
wide trench cut into a nasty peat bog, 
for roughly 55 meters, in an attempt 
to get the best time. Swim? Okay, no. 
You must wear a snorkel, mask, and 
�ippers but are not allowed to use 
proper swim strokes; instead, relying 
on the �ippers to get it done. In the 
mountain bike version of the sport, in-
stead of �ippering your way through, 
you are atop a modi�ed mountain 
bike and pedal your way through the 
sludge, with your eyes typically barely 
above the surface of the bog. I guess 
when you give a Welshman nothing 
to do for a while, you’re gonna get 
this sort of thing. There are dozens of 
leagues across the globe.

Ferret-Legging

It is unknown when this sport first 
originated, but I would wager dollars 
to doughnuts that it came about as 
the result of excessive alcohol con-
sumption.

For you see, ferret-legging is when 
you stick two ferrets down your trou-
sers, tie o� the ankles, and cinch your 
belt tight. You “win” by lasting the lon-
gest before letting them out.

Rules are as follows: the ferrets cannot 
have been tampered with. That means 

no drugging, no blunting their sharp 
little teeth, or any other such foolish-
ness. Also, the competitors cannot 
be drunk or drugged. You really must 
feel this ferretry going on all up in ya 
pants. Oh, and there’s one more rule: 
you cannot wear underpants. Yup. 
The name of the game is Freeballin’ 

in Ferret Land, with all the attendant 
risks to your tackle. Also, despite the 
recent gender equality trends, there 
is sadly no women’s version, though 
this was attempted in the mid-2000s, 
where the animals would be interred 
in a lady’s shirt, but this was discontin-
ued due to lack of willing participants.

So, there’s my list. I wanted to fit 
chessboxing in there, but it’s all main-
stream now that the Wu-Tang wrote a 
song about it. I am on my way to �nd 
my local goat pulling league.

Be a good sport!

-WStM

Wombstretcha the Magni�cent is a semi-
professional ferret-legger, ape taunter, 
mustard enthusiast, writer, and semi-re-
tired rapper from Portland, OR. He can be 
found at his website, wombstretcha.com, 
on Twitter as @wombstretcha503, and 
on MeWe (yay!) and Facebook (boo!) as 
“Wombstretcha the Magni�cent.”
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S T R I P  C L U B S
ACROPOLIS 1  FOOD LOTTERY
8325 SE McLoughlin Blvd | (503) 231-9611
Daily 11am-12am
BOTTOMS UP! 5  FOOD LOTTERY
16900 NW St Helens Rd | (503) 621-9844
Tue-Sun 12pm-12am
CABARET 7  FOOD LOTTERY
17544 SE Stark St | (503) 252-3529
Daily 11am-12am
CLUB 205 56  FOOD LOTTERY
9939 SE Stark St | (503) 256-0527
Daily 11am-2:30am 
CLUB ROUGE 48  FOOD LOTTERY
403 SW Harvey Milk St | (503) 227-3936
Mon-Sat 11am-2am, Sun 2pm-2am 
CLUB SINROCK 23  FOOD LOTTERY
12035 NE Glisan St | (503) 889-0332
Daily 2pm-11pm
215 W Burnside St | (971) 339-2972
Daily 2pm-12am
CLUB TEASE 21  FOOD 
4523 NE 60th Ave | (503) 288-9771
Tue-Thu 11am-12am, Fri 11am-9pm 
COLUMBIA STRIP 32  FOOD LOTTERY
605 N Columbia Blvd | (503) 289-1351
Daily 11am-12am
DESIRE 18  FOOD LOTTERY
535 NE Columbia Blvd | (971) 339-2198
Daily 12pm-12am
DEVILS POINT 12  FOOD LOTTERY
5305 SE Foster Rd | (503) 774-4513
Daily 11am-2:30am 
DREAM ON SALOON 16  FOOD LOTTERY
15920 SE Stark St | (503) 253-8765
Daily 11am-12am
DV8 17  FOOD LOTTERY
5021 SE Powell Blvd | (503) 788-7178
Daily 12pm-2:15am
THE GOLD CLUB 72  FOOD LOTTERY
17180 SE McLoughlin Blvd | (503) 908-1177
Daily 12pm-12am 
GRIND GENTLEMEN’S CLUB 65  FOOD LOTTERY
15826 SE Division St | (503) 206-4851
Daily 2pm-12am
HAWTHORNE STRIP 19  FOOD LOTTERY
3532 SE Powell Blvd | (503) 232-9516
Daily 1pm-12am
KIT KAT CLUB 69  FOOD LOTTERY
231 SW Ankeny St | (503) 208-3229
Daily 4pm-2:30am
THE LOUNGE 30  FOOD LOTTERY
6210 NE Columbia Blvd | (503) 281-3212
Daily 11am-12am
LUCKY DEVIL LOUNGE 47  FOOD LOTTERY
633 SE Powell Blvd | (503) 206-7350
Daily 11am-2:30am

LUST LOUNGE  15  FOOD 
13550 SE Powell Blvd | (971) 279-4244
Daily 2pm-12am
MARY’S CLUB 25  FOOD LOTTERY
129 SW Broadway | (503) 227-3023
Daily 11:30am-2:30am
PIRATE’S COVE 29  FOOD LOTTERY
7417 NE Sandy Blvd | (503) 287-8900
Daily 2pm-2:30am
REVEAL LOUNGE 4  FOOD LOTTERY
8345 SW Barbur Blvd | (503) 477-6628
Mon-Fri 2pm- 2:30am, Sat-Sun 4pm-2:30am
RIVERSIDE CORRAL 31  FOOD LOTTERY
545 SE Tacoma St | (503) 232-6813
Mon-Sat 10am-2:30am, Sun 1pm-1am
THE RUNWAY GENTLEMEN’S CLUB 55  FOOD LOTTERY
1735 SE Tualatin Valley Hwy | (503) 640-4086
Daily 2pm-2:30am
SASSY’S 34  FOOD LOTTERY
927 SE Morrison St | (503) 231-1606
Daily 10:30am-2:30am
SHIMMERS GENTLEMEN’S CLUB 40  FOOD LOTTERY
8000 SE Foster Rd | (971) 230-0047
Daily 10am-2:30am 
SPYCE GENTLEMEN’S CLUB 49  FOOD LOTTERY
210 NW Couch St | (503) 957-5293
Sun-Thu 6pm-2:30am, Fri-Sat 3pm-2:30am
STARS CABARET BRIDGEPORT 50  FOOD
17939 SW McEwan Rd | (503) 726-2403
Mon-Sat 11am-12am, Sun 4pm-12am
THE SUNSET STRIP 37  FOOD LOTTERY
10205 SW Park Way | (503) 297-8466
Mon-Fri 11:30am-2:30am, Sat 4pm-2:30am,
Sun 5pm-2:30am
TOMMY’S TOO 39  FOOD
10335 SE Foster Rd | (503) 432-8238
Daily 11am-9pm
THE VENUE GENTLEMEN’S CLUB 52  FOOD LOTTERY
9950 SE Stark St | (503) 477-9523
Daily 10am-2:30am
X ULTRA LOUNGE 35  FOOD
15 SW 2nd Ave | (503) 790-9090
Tue-Sun 7pm-2:30am
XPOSE 70  FOOD LOTTERY
10140 SW Canyon Rd | (503) 430-5364
Daily 3pm-2:30am

E V E R Y T H I N G  E L S E
ADAM & EVE 121
9220 SW Barbur Blvd #115 | (503) 224-1604
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-11pm
ALL ADULT SUPER SHOP 103
14555 SE McLoughlin Blvd | (503) 652-2004
Daily 24 hours
BLACK DIAMOND RECORDING STUDIOS 172
1424 SE 162nd Ave | (503) 477-6523
Daily 7am-9pm
EYE CANDY FASHIONS 171
10412 SE 82nd Ave | (503) 771-0080
Mon-Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 12pm-5pm
FANTASY FOR ADULTS ONLY (4) 180
3137 NE Sandy Blvd | (503) 239-6969
Daily 10am-10pm 
1703 W Burnside St | (503) 295-6969
Daily 12pm-8pm
15536 SE 82nd Dr | (503) 203-6969
Daily 12pm-8pm
6440 SW Coronado St | (503) 244-6969
Daily 24 Hours
FANTASYLAND (2) 116
5228 SE Foster Rd | (503) 775-0094
Daily 24 hours
16016 SE 82nd Dr | (503) 655-4667
Daily 24 hours
HEAD EAST 164
13250 SE Division St | (503) 761-3777
Mon-Thu 10am-9pm, Fri-Sat 10am-10pm
HOT BOX 157
3785 SW Hall Blvd | (503) 574-4057
Daily 10am-9pm
JUST BLISS 158
6712 NE Sandy Blvd | (503) 384-2373
Call For Hours 
LOVE TOYS 123
10660 SE Division St | (503) 257-6881
Daily 24 hours
MR. PEEP’S / MR. PEEP’S TOO (2) 162
13355 SW Henry St | (503) 643-6645
20625 SW TV Hwy, Aloha OR | (503) 356-5624
Daily 24 hours
PASSIONATE DREAMS  130
6644 SE 82nd Ave | (503) 775-6665
Daily 10am-4am
PEEP HOLE 131
709 SE 122nd Ave | (503) 257-8617
Daily 24 hours

PUSSYCATS 134
3414 NE 82nd Ave | ((503) 477-7019
5226 SE Foster  Rd | (503) 208-3768
10813 SW Barbur Blvd | (503) 206-5356
Daily 24 hours
SECRET RENDEZVOUS 136
10518-B NE Sandy Blvd | (971) 279-2940
Daily 24 hours 
SHEENA’S G SPOT 137
8315 SW Barbur Blvd | (503) 972-1111
Daily 24 hours
SILVER SPOON 139
8521 SW Barbur Blvd | (503) 245-0489
Mon-Sat 10am-7pm, Sun 11am-5pm
SYLVIA’S PLAYHOUSE 163
8226 NE Fremont St | (503) 568-4090
Daily 24 hours
TABOO VIDEO (4) 144
Downtown: 311 NW Broadway | (503) 227-3443
Daily 10am-10pm
Portland: 237 SE MLK Blvd | (503) 239-1678
Daily 10am-12am
Portland: 2330 SE 82nd Ave | (503) 777-6033
Daily 10am-2am
Portland: 14712 SE Stark St  | (971) 888-5159
Daily 8am-12am
Vancouver: 4811 NE 94th Ave | (360) 254-1126
Daily 8am-10pm
TORCHED ILLUSIONS 149
17935 SW Tualatin Valley Hwy | (503) 259-2310
Daily 6am-12am
TORCHED ILLUSIONS II 169
12963 SW Pacific Hwy | (503) 430-5140
Daily 11am-10pm
THE VELVET ROPE 101
3533 SE César E Chávez Ave | (971) 271-7064
Thu 8pm-2am, Fri-Sat 8:30pm-4am,
Sun 8pm-2am
TRUE’S LINGERIE SHOPPE 170
3376 SE Powell Blvd | (503) 964-3732
Mon- Sat 1pm-7pm
VICTRESS ENTERTAINMENT 156
7303 SE 82nd Ave | (503) 788-3354 
Call For Hours
X-SENSUAL 126
9061 NE Sandy Blvd | (503) 477-7210
Daily 24 Hours

D I S P E N S A R I E S
MARIJUANA PARADISE G
9663 SW Barbur Blvd | (503) 206-7462
Daily 10am-8pm
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MANY BUSINESSES HAVE TEMPORARILY 
ADJUSTED HOURS OF OPERATION. 

PLEASE CALL OR CHECK ONLINE FOR THE 
LATEST INFORMATION.
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A L B A N Y
 ADULT SHOP 
3404 Spicer Dr SE / (541) 812-2522
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am

A S T O R I A
 ANNIE’S SALOON 
2897 Marine Dr / (503) 325-2746
Full Bar, 1 Stage
Tue-Sat 5pm-12am

B E N D
IMAGINE THAT 
197 NE Third St / (541) 312-8100
Videos, Mags, Toys, Body Jewelry, Novelty Gifts
24 Hours / 7 Days
STARS CABARET 
197 NE 3rd St / (541) 388-4081
Full Bar, Full Menu, Beautiful Dancers
4pm-12am / 7 Days

C O O S  B AY
BACHELOR’S INN 
63721 Edwards Rd / (541) 266-8827
1 Stage, Full Bar, Full Menu
Mon-Sat 4pm-2:30am, Sun 6pm-2:30am

C O R V A L L I S
ADULT SHOP 
2315 9th St NW / (541) 754-7039
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 12pm-10pm, Fri-Sat 12pm-12am

D R A I N
TOP OF THE BOWL 
335 W C Ave / (541) 670-5230
Full Bar, Full Menu, 1 Stage, Poker
Wed-Sun 6pm-12am

E U G E N E
ADULT SHOP 
90 Holeman Ave / (541) 688-5411
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am
ADULT SHOP 
86784 Franklin Blvd / (541) 636-3203
Videos, Magazines, Books, Arcade, Novelties, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am
B&B DISTRIBUTORS 
710 W 6th Ave / (541) 683-8999
Videos, Arcade, Clothing, Novelties, Viewing Room
24 Hours / 7 Days
EVA’S BOUTIQUE  
720 Garfield St / (541) 345-2873
Huge Selection Of Lingerie, Shoes,  
Dancewear, Novelties, Gift Cards & More
Sun-Thu 12pm-10pm, Fri-Sat 12pm-12am
THE NILE 
1030 Highway 99 N / (541) 688-1869
Full Bar, Full Menu, Dancers
Mon-Sat 12pm-2am, Sun 3pm-12am
SILVER DOLLAR CLUB 
2620 W 10th Pl / (541) 485-2303
Full Bar, Food, 3 Stages
Mon-Sat 11:30am-2:30am, Sun 6pm-2:30am

G E R V A I S
LAST CHANCE SALOON 
7650 Checkerboard Ct / (503) 792-5100
Full Bar, Lottery, 1 Stage
12pm-2:30am / 7 Days

K L A M AT H  F A L L S
THE ALIBI 
5711 S 6th St / (541) 882-0145
1Stage, Private Dances, Full Bar, Lottery
3pm-2:30am / 7 Days

L I N C O L N  C I T Y
IMAGINE THAT  
2159 NW Highway 101, Ste C / (541) 996-6600
(Downstairs When Entering From Highway 101)
Videos, Magazines, Toys, Body Jewelry, Novelty Gifts
Sun-Thu 9am-11pm, Fri-Sat 24 Hours

M E D F O R D
ADULT LAND 
2755 S Pacific Hwy / (541) 770-5493
Videos, Magazines, Toys, Novelties, Lingerie
Mon-Fri 9am-7pm, Sat 10am-5pm
ADULT SHOP 
261 Barnett Rd / (541) 772-5220
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am

N E W P O R T
SPICE ADULT EMPORIUM 
611 SW Coast Highway / (541) 574-6969
Videos, Magazines, Multi-Channel Arcade
24 Hours / 7 Days

O A K L A N D
ADULT SHOP 
726 John Long Rd / (541) 849-3344
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am

R O S E B U R G
FILLED WITH FUN 
2498 Old Highway 99E S / (541) 957-3741
Novelties, Videos, Arcade, Toys, Magazines
Mon-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri 10am-12am,  
Sat 11am-12am, Sun 12pm-9pm

S A L E M
ADULT SHOP 
155 Lancaster Dr SE / (503) 585-8288
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 12pm-10pm, Fri-Sat 12pm-12am
ADULT SHOP 
2410 Mission St SE / (503) 763-3556
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am
ADULT SHOP 
3113 River Rd N / (503) 390-4371
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 12pm-10pm, Fri-Sat 12pm-12am
BOB’S ADULT BOOKS 
3815 State St / (503) 363-3846
Adult Books, Videos, Arcade & Mini-Theater 
9am-2am / 7 Days
CHEETAHS XXX CABARET  
3453 Silverton Rd NE / (503) 316-6969
18+ Juice Bar
Tue-Thu 7pm-2am, Fri-Sat 7pm-3am & Sun 
7pm-2am
DIZZY’S SMOKE SHOP 
1051 Commercial St SE / (503) 585-0050
4823 Commercial St SE / (503) 385-1564
21+ Head Shop & Gift Shop
10am-8pm / 7 Days 
EVA’S BOUTIQUE  
3593 Silverton Rd NE / (503) 385-8111
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am
5530 Commercial St SE / (503) 763-6754
Sun-Thu 12pm-10pm, Fri-Sat 12pm-12am
Huge Selection Of Lingerie, Shoes,  
Dancewear, Novelties, Gift Cards & More
THE FIREHOUSE CABARET 
5782 Portland Rd NE / (503) 393-4782
Full Bar, Full Menu, Lottery
Mon-Sat 12pm-2:30am, Sun 6pm-2:30am
SPICE ADULT EMPORIUM 
3473 Silverton Rd NE / (503) 370-7080
Videos, Magazines, Multi Ch. Arcade
24 Hours / 7 Days
STARS CABARET 
1550 Weston Ct NE / (503) 370-8063
Full Bar, Full Menu, Sports Room, 4 Stages
Mon-Sat 2pm-12am, Sun 4pm-12am
SUGAR SHACK GENTLEMEN’S CLUB 
3803 Commercial St SE / (503) 371-1565
Full Bar, Full Menu, Light-Up Dance Floor And Pole
11:30am-2am / 7 Days
VIXENS 
3815 State St / (971) 304-7082
Lingerie Modeling
24 Hours / 7 Days

S P R I N G F I E L D
BOBBI’S VIP ROOM 
1195 Main St / (541) 844-1019
Full Bar, Full Menu, 4 Stages
Mon-Sat 12pm-2:30am 

EVA’S BOUTIQUE  
3270 Gateway St C / (541) 726-2445  
Huge Selection Of Lingerie, Shoes,  
Dancewear, Novelties, Gift Cards & More
Sun-Thu 12pm-10pm, Fri-Sat 12pm-12am
SPICE ADULT EMPORIUM 
1166 South A St / (541) 726-6969
Videos, Mags, Clothes, Novelties, Arcade
Mon-Tue 8am-12am, Wed-Sun 24 Hours

T H E  D A L L E S
ADULT SHOP 
3506 W 6th St / (541) 298-1874
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am

A B E R D E E N
KINX ADULT SHOP 
213 E Wiskah St / (360) 532-8078
Adult Products & Smoke Supplies
Mon-Thu 11am-10pm, Fri-Sat 11am-11pm,
Sun 12pm-8pm
MON-SAT 11AM-1AM, SUN 11AM-12AMB R E M E R T O N  
ADULTS ONLY BREMERTON 
317 N Callow Ave / (360) 627-7318
DVDs, Books, Magazines, Novelties & Arcade
Sun-Thu 10am-12am, Fri-Sat 10am-2am 
ELMO’S ADULT BOOKS & VIDEO 
338 N Callow Ave / (360) 373-0551
DVDs, Books, Magazines, Novelties & Arcade
Mon-Sat 9am-1am, Sun 10am-10pm

PARADISE FOR ADULTS ONLY 
1011 S Gold St / (360) 807-8932
Adult Products, Smoke Supplies, Arcade 
Mon-Sat 10am-2am, Sun 12pm-12am

KINX ADULT SHOP 
821 W Main St  / (360) 748-6247
Adult Products & Smoke Supplies
Mon-Thu 11am-10pm, Fri-Sat 11am-11pm, 
Sun 12pm-8pm

D E S  M O I N E S
AIRPORT VIDEO 2 
21635 Pacific Highway S / (206) 878-7780
Theater, Arcade, Video Peep Shows, Movies,
Novelties & Toys
10am-2am / 7 Days

E V E R E T T
AIRPORT VIDEO 1 
11732 Airport Rd / (425) 290-7555
Theater, Arcade, Videos, Magazines, Novelties
24 Hours / 7 Days

K E N N E W I C K
CASTLE MEGASTORE 
522 N Columbia Center Blvd / (509) 374-8276
Essentials For Lovers
Sun-Thu 10am-11pm, Fri-Sat 10am-1am

K E N T
KINX ADULT SHOP 
604 Central Ave S / (253) 850-8428
Adult Products & Smoke Supplies
Mon-Thu 11:30am-9:30pm, Fri-Sat 11:30am-
11pm, Sun 12pm-6pm

L A K E W O O D
ELMO’S ADULT BOOKS & VIDEO 
3922 100th St SW / (253) 582-3329
DVDs, Books, Magazines, Novelties & Arcade
Mon-Sat 8am-2am, Sun 10am-10pm

LIBERTY BOOK STORE 
3710 100th St SW / (253) 581-0362
Videos, Magazines, Books, Arcade
Sun-Thu 8am-12am, Fri-Sat 8am-1am

LY N N W O O D
DEANNA’S VIDEO 
15329 Highway 99 / (425) 742-7747
Videos, Magazines, Arcade, Novelties, Toys
9am-1am / 7 Days
LOVERS LAIR 
4001 198th St SW #7 / (425) 775-4502
DVDs, Novelties, Lingerie, Unique BDSM 
Supplies
Mon-Sat 10am-10pm, Sun 12pm-6pm

P A S C O
ELMO’S ADULT BOOKS & VIDEO 
3724 N Rainier Ave / (509) 547-5341
DVDs, Books, Magazines, Novelties & Arcade
Mon-Sat 9am-12am, Sun 10am-10pm

R E N T O N
CLUB SINROCK 
208 SW 16th St / (425) 255-3110
18+ Gentlemen’s Club, 1 Stage, ATM
Mon-Fri 2pm-2am, Sat-Sun 6pm-2am

S E AT T L E
DANCING BARE 
10338 Aurora Ave N / (206) 523-1227
18+, 1 Stage, VIP Area, ATM, DVDs, Toys, Novelties
11am-2:30am / 7 Days
HOLLYWOOD EROTIC BOUTIQUE 
12706 Lake City Way NE / (206) 363-0056
DVDs, Toys, Novelties, Lingerie, Theater
24 Hours / 7 Days
TABOO VIDEO 
9813 16th Ave SW / (206) 767-4855
DVDs, Novelties, Arcade, Theater, Best Prices
Daily 10am-10pm 
THE PLAYGROUND CABARET 
7509 15th Ave NW / (206) 782-1225
18+ Gentlemen’s Club (No Cover), Private Rooms
Pool, ATM
Mon-Sat 11am-2:30am, Sun 5pm-2:30am 
VIDEO VIDEOS 
10326 Lake City Way NE / (206) 523-5973
DVDs, Magazines, Books, Toys, Novelties, 
Theater
10am-3am / 7 Days

S P O K A N E
HOLLYWOOD EROTIC BOUTIQUE 
3813 N Division St / (509) 324-8961
DVDs, Toys, Novelties, Lingerie
Mon-Thu 9am-12am, Fri-Sat 9am-2am
& Sun 12pm-10pm

S P O K A N E  V A L L E Y
CASTLE MEGASTORE 
11324 E Sprague Ave / (509) 893-1180
Essentials For Lovers
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-1am
HOLLYWOOD EROTIC BOUTIQUE 
9611 E Sprague Ave / (509) 928-9499
DVDs, Toys, Novelties, Lingerie, Theater
24 Hours / 7 Days

TA C O M A
CASTLE MEGASTORE 
6015 Tacoma Mall Blvd / (253) 471-0391
Essentials For Lovers
Sun-Thu 12pm-9pm, Fri-Sat 11am-11pm

O R E G O N

W A S H I N G T O N

C H E H A L I S

C E N T R A L I A

DID WE MISS A LOCATION? EMAIL INFO@XMAG.COM OR 
TEXT/CALL (503) 241-4317 AND LET US KNOW!

MANY BUSINESSES HAVE TEMPORARILY ADJUSTED
HOURS OF OPERATION. PLEASE CALL OR CHECK ONLINE 

FOR THE LATEST INFORMATION.
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DREAM ON SALOON & THE LOUNGE
New Booking Manager

Looking For Beautiful, Professional 
Women With Good Personalities! 

No Stage Fees! Must Be 21+ 
Please Contact Booking To Set Up An 

Audition (503) 482-4000 
COLUMBIA STRIP IS HIRING

DANCERS 21+
No Experience Necessary! Low House Fees! 

Text Your Intro And Photos To Set Up An 
Audition. (503) 730-5030

DV8 IS HIRING DANCERS 21+
To Set Up An Audition, Send Unfiltered 

Photos To Booking@TheDv8.com 
KIT KAT CLUB

Performers Are Welcome To Audition 
Daily Between 4pm And 5pm 

Creativity Is Encouraged 
231 SW Ankeny, In Ankeny Alley 

Next To Voodoo Doughnut 
Text 503-919-8644 For More Information 

X EXOTIC LOUNGE
Dancers Are Welcome To Audition  
Tue-Sun Between 7pm And 8pm 

15 NW 2nd Avenue, Next To Ankeny Alley 
Text 503-919-8644 For More Information 

JOIN THE SEXY GROUP AT 
SYLVIA’S PLAYHOUSE!

Upscale, Private Fetish Club Is Looking 
For Energetic, Positive & Punctual Ladies 

Between 18-35 For A Busy, 24/7, 
Big $$$ Location! Weekly Schedule Custom  

To Your Availability & NO Shift Fees!  
Apply By Email To StilettoGirls@yahoo.com 

(include photo/age/availability)
VICTRESS ENTERTAINMENT

NOW HIRING! 
Flexible Schedules, Low Fees And A Fun 
Atmosphere! Join The Family - Reach Out 
Via Instagram DM @VictressEntertainment 

Or Give Us A Call (503) 788-3354 
NOW HIRING MODELS (18+) 

AT JUST BLISS!
No Schedule Required - No Stage Fee 

Or Tip Outs - Work By Appointment 
(503) 384-2373  

6712 NE Sandy Blvd • Portland, OR 97213 
IG: @_Just.Bliss_ & @_.Just.Bliss._ 

TABOO ADULT VIDEO IS HIRING
Join The Team! Bring Your Résumé  

In To Any Of Our Locarions.  
The Northwest’s Best Store For Adults! 

www.TabooVideo.com
FANTASYLAND 2 ADULT VIDEO
In Clackamas, OR Is Looking To Fill  
An On-Call Maintenance Position 

Call (503) 655-4667 For Info

HYPNOX PHOTOGRAPHY
HYPNOX@GMAIL.COM

CLUB OWNERS
FIND YOUR NEXT STAR HERE!

SexyJobs.com
The #1 Resource Linking Sexy Ladies 
Looking For Adult Jobs With Those 
Wanting To Hire Them - Since 1998!

CLUB FOXY
Come Work In Paradise And Make $$$! 

Guam’s #1 Gentlemen’s Club Great Team! 
Professional Environment! 

www.ClubFoxy.us IG: ClubFoxyGuam
CLUB USA

The Hottest Adult Nightclub In Guam
$500 Weekly Salary, Free Housing, 

Free Airfare, Drink And Dance 
Commissions Plus Tips

Contact (671) 688-5235 Or
Email Pat@ClubUSAGuam.com

YOU DESERVE A BREAK 
DANCER WORK & VACAY

Free Flight & Lodging In Guam & Saipan! 
Philly - FREE LODGING! 
More Info - Contact Bella  

TheBestDancers.com 
Text (604) 219-8577
ANNIE’S SALOON

Accepting Auditions (21+ only) 
Tuesday-Saturday 4pm-Midnight 

(503) 325-2746 
STARS CABARET

1550 Weston Court NE · Salem, OR
(503) 370-8063 Auditions Daily  

DANCE AT CHEETAHS IN SALEM!
Auditions 18+ 7pm-10pm

CABARET
17544 SE Stark St 

Hiring Girls 18 & Over
Auditions Daily 11am-5pm

Call (503) 252-3529 
PUSSYCATS

Now Hiring Models 18+ 
No Experience Necessary 

Email PussycatsAudition@yahoo.com
STARS BRIDGEPORT

Seeking Professional Entertainers & Staff
Audition Times Mon-Thu 11am-5pm,  
Sun 4pm-7pm Call (503) 726-2403

HAWTHORNE STRIP
Hiring Professional Entertainers 21+
To Set Up Audition, Send Photos, 

A Brief Summary Of Your Experience 
& Contact Information To

HawthorneStrip@Gmail.com 
X-SENSUAL

Now Hiring Models 18+ 
No Experience Necessary 

Flexible Hours - Great Money 
Email XSensualPDX@Gmail.com  

Or Text (503) 510-7936  

   • MISCELLANEOUS •

CLASSIFIEDS
TO ADVERTISE, CALL (503) 804-4479
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I realized after being mandated to be-
come socially distant that my social skills 
had seemed to deteriorate. What’s more, 
I’m now uncertain of where they started 
at to begin with. I do think it is worth jot-
ting down some helpful tips I’ve picked 
up over the past few weeks (while things 
have started opening back up) on how to 
properly pick up a person in the Paci�c 
Northwest. And as a backup plan, how to 
just cut your losses and go home to your 
liquor cabinet (or liquor counter, or ta-
ble, or couch, or wherever you stash that 
stu�). Because it seems like saying “Hey, 
how are you?” and “Hey, I haven’t had in-
timate contact with anyone in over a year 
because of social distancing with strang-
ers, wanna chat?” are two very di�erent 

ways to approach a human being. Who 
knew?

I will attempt to teach you how to soften 
up the latter with some sexy eye moves, 
pouting lips, and wispy hair motions. (If 
you don’t have hair, you can still do the 
movement, it’s �ne. It’ll just look di�er-
ent.)

For instance, in the beautiful PNW, it 
seems like anytime you try to look some-
one in the eyes, the other person takes 
this as a possible threat, immediately 
looks another direction, or pretends to 
idly stare just past your shoulder, and 
walks right through you as if you were 
Casper the Friendly Ghost. I used to take 
this as a personal o�ense and grumble 
after the person walked by. But I realized, 
especially now, that with masks making 
the eyes the actual window to the soul, 
I may not have come o� as strong as I 
should have. So here are some helpful 
tips on how to pick somebody up in the 
PNW (mask on or o�).

If the scenario above is in full swing and 
the other party is ignoring you, gru�y 
bump their shoulder, so it doesn’t seem 
like an accident. Let the other party’s con-
fused glare pierce through your soul as 
you don’t apologize. Continue staring at 
them. When they inevitably either shake 
their head in disgust and leave or whisper 
obscenities under their breath, tell them 
you like their jacket (or shirt) and that you 
just had to see what it smelled like after it 
rubbed up against you. This is bound to 
get juices �owing. That’s when you invite 
them to meet your parents.

Say the weather is exceptionally windy 
that day (chances are high that the Paci�c 

Northwest’s weatherman can grant you at 
least �ve of these days in a week), and you 
see a cutie on the sidewalk waiting for 
their to-go order from Portland’s favorite 
chain, Dutch Bros. You know what they 
like, something large, sweet, and with a 
little bit of wild bitterness to it (it’s called 
old, bad co�ee, FYI). You need to provide 
this visually for this hot slab of delicious 
human meat (no, do not eat them, IDGAF 
how attractive Hannibal made it look in 
that show, cannibalism is o� the menu in 
these tips). Stare �ercely at the victim… 
I mean conquest, er… whatever, human, 
person. Stare �ercely, keep staring until 
they stare back. You may get stared at by 
other beings while you do this, as staring 
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�ercely for any length of time can look 
fairly intimidating or life-threatening. This 
is fine. Keep staring. Once they notice, 
move those eyebrows up and down if you 
still have them. If not, wink your eye and 
mouth the words, “You’re mine,” �ip your 
hair violently, and hand the now morti-
�ed piece of human your AOL email ad-
dress on a crumpled up receipt from Mc-
Donald’s, that you kept for just this mo-
ment, and slap that ass. Yours or theirs. 
But not both. Never both.

This one is pretty easy. Walk outside in 
nothing but the birthday suit you were 
given as a baby. You remember that one-
sie that mom gave you that one year be-

cause “you looked so cute”? Well, now 
you’ll look more adult and “risqué” in it 
since, you know, you’ve grown about 3 
feet, and several shirt and pant sizes since 
then. Let your arms and legs fall where 
they may here. Don’t bother zipping up 
the thing, because once someone (any-
one at this point) makes eye contact with 
you, immediately start ripping that bad 
boy o� like you were The Incredible Hulk 
and it was a phone book, run until you 
stand 6 feet away from that person, and 
start telling them all of your hopes and 
fears. They’ll enjoy how open you are in 
many ways. It’s cute.

Last but not least (since my list was a bit 
more detail-oriented), when you �nd so-
meone you have had a genuine conversa-
tion with once and would like to continue 
this into an actual date, invite them out 
to a fancy restaurant. Invite them out, tell 
them you will meet them there, and never 
show up. Wait to see if the person actually 
shows up; if they do, you know that they 
were de�nitely into you for your wads 
of cash you’ve saved in your shoe (that’s 

where my three 20s are, anyway…). You 
don’t want to be taken for a sucker, so 
you just laugh at the fact that this person 
has to now either sit alone and eat an ex-
pensive dinner by themselves or leave, 
embarrassed that they took up a reserva-
tion at a restaurant for no reason. If they 
do not show, that’s when you know it’s 
true love. That’s when you know it’s okay 
to call them 16 times a day, just to check 
in. That’s when you can start leaving them 
cute notes and �owers at their work and 
in their car and beside their bed because 
it’s love. Restraining orders aren’t real and 
for sure will not keep your love on hold. 

Aside from these four tips, be you, but ex-
tra. You’ll be sure to �nd the one sooner 
than later if you just act a little extra…

Hannah One Cup lives life on the bitter side 
of Portland, hands out free, unwanted love 
advice, and has graciously collected 13 re-
straining orders in the last year and a half. 
If you’d like to be her 14th, feel free to �nd 
her on Facebook, or staring at your window.
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There’s a one-in-thirty-one chance that 
you are reading this on the Fourth of 
July – that glorious day this nation’s 
forefathers threw o� the shackles of 
that tyrannical monarchy and were 
�nally able to enjoy the pro�ts of the 
land and people they owned. Thanks 
to their strongly worded letter to the 
king, we no longer have to deal with 
political dynasties today.

But I digress.

While you are probably celebrating this 
holiday with some good ole fashioned 
bbq and an explosive or two, this col-
umn is about music, not former British 
colonies rebranding. Since Instagram 
invents new holidays every three sec-
onds, this seems like a good opportu-
nity to co-opt the whole freedomcore 
aesthetic for us lowly musician types. 

Liberty is in the air, and I think we 
should celebrate our own rebellion 
against oppressive forces of power. I’m 
talking about those tyrannical, control-
ling major record labels. If you can cel-

ebrate those forefathers that you are 
one hundred percent probably not re-
lated to, I think the indie music scene 

deserves to blow some shit up in hon-
or of those brave souls who stuck it to 
the man by declaring independence 
from any real chance of making a liv-
ing at music.

After all, America’s favorite pastime is 
cultural appropriation. It seems like 
we’d just be following in the tradition. 
Indie does stand for independent. I 
think. There we go! We don’t even have 
to change the name of the holiday! 
We’re just celebrating our freedom 
from a support system taking a fair cut, 
like you! See? We’re the same. We’re 
all greedy bastards that just want the 
whole pie.

It is also important to craft a narra-
tive. Give yourself an origin story that 
makes you look cool. Just like you hot 
dog eaters, we also have a nice, tidy 
history to feel good about. You see, 
around the late ‘70s and early ‘80s, su-
per, totally talented acts that totally 
deserved more attention and money 
than what they were getting decided 
that the reason they weren’t getting 
signed was because they were way too 
awesome and edgy for major record 
labels. Their sound was way too fresh 
and innovative. Those fat cats hold-
ing the purse strings just didn’t under-
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stand — and they were the gatekeep-
ers to the whole industry! It wasn’t fair.

But you see, technology was advanc-
ing, and these bands realized that 
those really shitty demos they were 
making at home could literally just be 
the albums they put out! As for tour-
ing? Hell, everyone in the band knows 
someone who knows someone that 
lives in enough cities with some shitty 
dive bar. Why stay at a hotel when you 
can stay on a friend’s sunken, thread-
bare couch?! I can’t think of a reason. 
Record labels thought they cornered 
the market on promotion. Hell, they 
never heard of �yers being stapled 
onto telephone poles. You see, this was 
before the days of Facebook events 
that all your friends RSVP’d as a hard 
“maybe” to. Thus, the concept of DIY 
was born. 

Just like this great country, we proud 
musicians freed ourselves from the 
chains of �nancial support, actual dis-
tribution, and an established network 
of promotion and representation.

Today is as good a day as ever to hoot 
and holler about this sea change in 
how we produce music, and you con-
sume it. We’re trading one evil for the 

other, like those thirteen colonies. Why 
not just go over the top with explo-
sions and over-drinking, as we hon-
or the memory of those who paved 
the way for us musicians to also be 
our own bookers, promoters, manag-
ers, producers, roadies, and groupies! 
Complete independence! So much fr-
eedom! Maybe we’ll just swap Ameri-
can �ags for Black �ags and have like… 
readings, or something, from Michael 
Azerrad’s “Our Band Could Be Your Life.” 
What we won’t be doing is listening to 

chart-topping, sellout pop because we 
are celebrating our super cool inde-
pendence from that money-making 
garbage and those artists that don’t 
have day jobs. Go us!

Obviously, this is a beer-fueled holiday, 
but it’ll have to be strictly PBR. And I 
guess instead of burgers and hot dogs, 
there will be an ornate bu�et of beef 
jerky sticks and instant ramen. Because 
tradition matters.

While you’re getting hyphy over the 
signing of a break-up letter, think, too, 
of the shitty local band that, unfortu-
nately, lives like a block away from you. 
They are part of a long and hallowed 
tradition of eschewing any semblance 
of an actual music career for a lifetime 
of boxes of unsold, homemade t-shirts 
and live bar shows to three people. But 
hey, at least we did it all by ourselves 
— without the help of any stinking, 
overbearing major label, with their stu-
pid resources and connections!

To each their own, cause for celebra-
tion and libation, right?  I mean, there’s 
a chance you’re reading a nudie rag at 
a family bbq, for God’s sake. Freedom 
is a spectrum.
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What no one in the West tells you 
about becoming a Buddhist is that 
it’s like being trapped in a Porta Pot-
ty full of your own shit, but you keep 
telling yourself it’s everyone else’s 
crap. Inevitably, you eat your own 
toxic waste, �ing it at your favorite 
people and eventually learn to sort 
it out because we all know a Porta 
Potty doesn’t �ush; it �lls.

Before descending into nihilism, 
rest assured, I have good news! All 
that caca fertilizes food for the body 
and mind. Let’s remember: flow-
ers spring forth from manure! My 
friends, even maggots need love. 

That’s me. I’m the maggot. 

I’ve slithered out of homelessness 

from under bridges, the needle-
point of drug addiction, and ritual-
ized sex abuse. I’ve seen the dregs, 
been the dregs, and have convened 
the dregs in rank bungalows. But 
those were lifetimes ago. Light nev-
er fully �lled the shadows, and de-
pression consumed me the hardest 
after the death of my Love, which is 
when I landed at a local temple. 

What I’ve come to learn is that Bud-
dhist temples are where we invite 
our demons to transform into our 
most precious teachers. Mine just 
happened to be in the form of the 
ugliest breakup of my entire life.

It started with The Child, who fol-
lowed me everywhere. When I raked 
leaves in the temple’s rock garden, 

The Child insisted on holding the 
bag to contain piles of decay. I re-
member one time The Child wanted 
to kill a spider that dangled from a 
branch, but I showed a way to move 
the spider without harming it. I saw 
myself in The Child, and we became 
friends over the months I volun-
teered at the temple.

One day at service, The Child sat 
with me while The Parent was in the 
kitchen setting up tea for later. We 
chanted mantras as sandalwood in-
cense permeated the hondo. When 
The Parent ascended to the pews 
and sat next to The Child, The Child 
got up and sat on the other side of 
The Parent, which forced The Parent 
to slide next to me. Knees bumped, 
and eyes averted as we stuttered 
through classical Japanese mantras. 
Our dynamic changed from then on.

I should’ve known when The Par-
ent invited me over, and The Child 
wasn’t at their home as I was told, 
things would go sideways. After that 
�rst lie, the lies piled so high I could 
write an entire Book of Lies based on 
them. The next lie was the worst lie 
and matched the last lie: The Parent 
was still fucking The Manipulator af-
ter their divorce. This news literally 
brought me to my knees in full-body 
sobs: �rst, on The Parent’s kitchen 
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tile; then, at the end of our relation-
ship, on the scratched wood in front 
of the altar at the temple.

But it wasn’t all hell. Sometimes it 
was kink, like when I was spread ea-
gle on The Parent’s bed, tied to a 10-
foot bamboo pole that was thicker 
than my arm, a la Hojojutsu: the rope 
bondage technique used by Samu-
rai to detain and torture prisoners. 
This was accompanied with Dao-

ist sex magic, skipping all the trust-
building preliminaries and launch-
ing straight into mantra recitation 
and mudra penetration. In retro-
spect, that was the dumbest fucking 
idea: if not supernaturally, then psy-
chologically, it added more layers of 

delusion and power struggles for us 
to dissolve. Not even Kali Ma could 
cut through that much dramatized 
transgression.

Truthfully, when The Parent lured me 
into bed, I knew better and crawled 
under the sheets anyway. The love 
of my life had died of fentanyl poi-
soning seven months before, and I 
had no reason to care about myself 
anymore. I was on the brink of sui-
cide ever since Death stole my Love, 
and The Parent’s deceit was the un-
likely antidote. Navigating the hall of 
mirrors cast before me kept me too 
preoccupied to jump o� a bridge. In 
an ironic twist of fate, the seductive 
yet toxic cocktail of sex and drama 
saved my life. I didn’t have that in-
sight at the moment when the re-
lationship rollercoaster spun out of 
control, though. 

Looking back, instead of participat-
ing in the hurt, I should’ve bailed, 
but I chose to lash out at The Parent’s 
deception with self-righteous anger, 
over and over again on a hell-loop. 
Those are the times I steered the 
situation from bad to worse. I hate 
to admit it, but the end of this toxic 
pairing helped me shed unhealthy 
relationship habits. I needed to learn 
there is no di�erence between any 
one maggot and any other maggot. 
We were both to blame for all the 
pain.
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