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FRI 06 – THE LOUNGE 
PIRATE'S OF THE CARIBOOTY (ROUND 1)

SAT 07 – DREAM ON SALOON 
PIRATES OF THE CARIBOOTY (ROUND 2)

SUN 08 – DANTES
 SINFERNO CABARET
SAT 14 – THE VENUE 

PIRATES OF THE CARIBOOTY (ROUND 3)
SUN 15 – DANTES

SINFERNO CABARET
FRI 20 – CLUB DETOUR 

PIRATES OF THE CARIBOOTY (ROUND 4)
SAT 21 – X EXOTIC LOUNGE 

PIRATES OF THE CARIBOOTY (ROUND 5)
SAT 21 – STARS CABARET (SALEM) 

WET & WILD BEACH PARTY
SAT 21 – LUCKY DEVIL 

PIXIE'S BIRTHDAY PARTY
SAT 21 – HAWTHORNE STRIP 
MEADOW'S BIRTHDAY PARTY

SUN 22 – DANTES
SINFERNO CABARET

SAT 28 – GUILTY PLEASURES 
PIRATES OF THE CARIBOOTY (FINALS)

SAT 28 – DEVILS POINT 
AXEL'S BIRTHDAY BASH

SUN 29 – DANTES
SINFERNO CABARET

HAPPY HOURS
CABARET – 2PM-6PM

COLUMBIA STRIP – 4PM-7PM
DEVILS POINT – 3PM-6PM

DV8 – NOON-3PM
LUCKY DEVIL – 3PM-6PM

RECOGNIZING OUR WORDSMITHS

It's a thankless job, indeed. One no sane hu-
man—or even anthropoid—would continu-
ally undertake. Imagine having to originate 
exciting, cutting-edge subject matter, writing 
it with layperson appeal, and pressing ahead 
month after month…all without any notable 
recognition. “Sign me up!” right?

Yes, folks, it's a brand new year, and I'd like to 
start it by showing my gratitude for our writers. 
If you’re waiting for the drumroll and symbol 
crash of sarcasm, you’ll be disappointed be-
cause I’m truly expressing my unfeigned appre-
ciation and admiration.

That said, this issue marks a milestone for our 
very own Blazer Sparrow—his �ve-year anni-
versary! That's almost 60 di�erent masterpieces 
from him (I say almost because there were a few 
months he never sent us a submission). One was 
when he went on a three-week CBD gummy bin-
ger through the rough streets of Sellwood. Then, 
there was the time he thought he could start a lo-
cal Witch House band, but when the Space Room 
refused to book him, his dreams were shattered. 
Notwithstanding, we still love you, Blazer!

While we’re at it, we’d like to recognize the rest of 
our writers! Hannah One Cup has been with us for 
over two years, Esmeralda Rupp-Spangle for over 
four years, and Wombstretcha…well…over ten 
years of tommyrot and shenanigans! A big thanks 
to all of you—we appreciate you!

MISS EXOTIC 2023

Once again, our industry's biggest night did not dis-
appoint. The Finals of Miss Exotic Oregon 2023 was 
�lled with amazing performances, and the bar con-
tinues to be raised year after year!

A special congratulations goes to Miss Exotic Oregon 
2023, Nia, representing Golden Dragon. Way to go, 
glamour-puss—you slayed it!

Be sure to check out our full coverage of The Finals, 
starting on page 34, with a special interview with Nia 
on page 36.

Happy New Year, and here’s to an amazing 2023! 

Support your local businesses, including every  
industry business within these pages.

IG: @exotic_mag |  FB: @xoticmag 
info@xmag.com | 503.241.4317
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Does anyone remember The Tardis Room? 
On Killingsworth? I don’t mind talking shit 
‘cause it’s permanently closed. The Tardis 
Room was never the name of an actual es-
tablishment, it was the name of a room in 
an establishment called The Fish And Chip 
Shop—literally, a room whose square foot-
age was mostly occupied by large, wooden 
tables. There was an actual raised stage, but 
it took up half the room. Despite the neat, 
sci-� vibe and good food, the space didn’t 
really scream “live music spot” at �rst glance. 
Maybe for a slam poetry evening or a sad-
boy, acoustic singer-songwriter showcase, 
but nothing much bigger and louder than 
that. Moreso, such a small, intimate space 
with a deep fryer sizzling in the next room 
didn’t seem like it warranted a salaried 
booker who lived in another state—putting 
together ten-band bills and sending them 
each a multi-page con�rmation email for 
shows.

I’m not just picking on The Tardis Room 
(Rest In Power). This is a trend I’ve noticed 
in Portland—taking cramped, awkwardly 
small spaces and rebranding them as a 
trendy, live music space. More of an “art” 
space? Bookstores are one of the oddest 
choices since most folks usually associate 
those spots with peace and quiet. One of 
my all-time favorite “why the fuck is this a 
venue?” spots was the Burgerville on Haw-
thorne. Woe to the stumbling drunks who 
wandered in on a Friday night just to satiate 
their strikeout drunchies.

If you squint, it makes sense. One of the 
biggest bummers of the local music scene 

is people not showing up. If you can’t get 
more people to come, the next best thing 
is to make the space smaller so the venue 
“looks” packed. Is this the NPR tiny desk con-
certs’ fault? If you’re cultivating an “intimate” 
vibe, the drumset that’s pressing up against 
the front row’s noses doesn’t exactly facili-
tate that.

I used to think that Portland’s biggest issue 
was too many bands, but maybe the real 
problem is too many venues. The demand is 
not there since ill-attended local shows have 
become a meme at this point. Is this yet an-
other example of the criminally under-regu-
lated free market allowing for a hyper satu-
ration of products we don’t need, simply 
because everyone wants to be a “small busi-
ness owner?” Maybe. I mean, who really has 
a small pile of money and means and says, 
“You know what this town reeeeeally needs 
is another small, quirky music venue.” Yes, 
I get it; the idea of starting a band there is 
equally unnecessary. Or doing anything ar-
tistic. See, the cat who opened up the semi-
legal psychedelic mushroom shop (Rest In 
Power). Now there’s a unique, new idea for an 
untapped market!

But I’m not here to solve problems; I’m here 
to make jokes—edgelords who go against 
trends just because, are the de�nition of 
cringe. We can’t stop cute little capitalists 
from wanting their wafer-thin sliver of the 
ever-shrinking pie. So here are some ideas 
for Portland’s next “why the fuck is this a 
venue” venue.

Mill Ends Park

You’ve heard of music in the park. What 
about music in the tiniest park in the 
world!? Feasibility be damned. Since every-

thing in the arts has just devolved into an 
attention-grabbing gimmick, might as well 
go for broke. The arbitrary-to-the-point-of-
pointlessness of having a “word’s smallest 
park” should be taken to task as to whether 
or not it can actually be considered a park. 
In order for it to be considered a park and 
not just a circle of dirt, you have to be able 
to do some classic park thing “in” said park. 
Whether it’s Shakespeare, a playground, or 
a mediocre cover band, I will leave it to am-
bitious, trendy promoters to �gure out how 
to do this. Maybe every band member has 
a foot in the circle? A phone displaying said 
band placed against the little tree in there? 
I dunno. It’s a stupid idea for a stupid park.

Literally Any Strip Club  
(Preferably a Small One)

Similarly to how many tiny little bars think 
they can just scale down the experience of a 
live band to a smaller setting, I am con�dent 
that one of the smaller and less successful 
strip club owners is one line of cocaine away 
from trying to do the Dante’s thing, but on a 
smaller scale. Now, Dante’s works as a venue 
cause it has A) a large stage and B) a remov-
able pole. Also, all the proper sta�ng and 
equipment to host live music. Still, I imagine 
some desperate or delusional club owner 
could look at their tiny corner stage of their 
little �esh house past 82nd Avenue and 
just �gure, “Look, that’s a stage. It’ll work.” It 
won’t, especially if they can’t move the pole. 
But I’m here for it, and I’ll go see a show 
there ‘cause I’m all for watching dumpster 
�res.

Departure (On Top of The Nines)

Someone once told me you could see 
shows at Pioneer Square from the outdoor 
patio of Departure, the swanky bar atop The 
Nines—kitty-corner from said square. You 
can’t. You’re way too high up, and all the re-
verberation amongst the tall buildings just 
gives you the vague impression that some 
noise is being made down there. However, 
the time I was stupid enough to try this, I re-
alized that maybe Departure could capital-
ize on the nice view of the city with a loud 
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rock band to interrupt patrons’ expensive cocktails. I’ve seen 
bands in more inappropriate spaces.

Yamhill Pub

Possibly the only serious entry in this listicle. Yamhill Pub is per-
haps the divey-est bar in Portland, in the traditional sense of 
the word. There are de�nitely dirtier bars, more local bars, etc. 
But if you look up “dive bar” in a normie dictionary, you’ll see 
a picture of Yamhill Pub. At one point, their restroom not only 
had no lock on the door, but they didn’t even have a toilet. Just 
a hole in the ground that I assume led to some sort of sewer 
system. There is literally no place to put a band in this bar, and 
that’s why I absolutely want to see it happen. Hell, they can 
just put the band in the bathroom. Just rip o� the “door” and 
tear the toilet out again. Put a plank down. Make this the place 
where touring crust punk bands play in Portland. Don’t just 
play in the basement of some punk squat. Play at Downtown 
Portland’s most iconic dive bar instead! A PA System? Bah! 
That’s for rich posers! Use this megaphone instead!



Some of you have or will end up with, biolog-
ical progeny. Like it or not, this is a fact. Some 
look forward to it as their greatest potential 
joy, and some dread the prospect more than 
bubonic plague. Nature is not kind to parents 
in many ways; it shortens lifespans, drains re-
sources, and requires years of labor—which 
is often repaid with a “Fuck you, I’ll join a sui-
cide cult if I want to!”.

Yes, it may be written into our DNA to re-
produce, but free will and sentience have 
allowed some of us to say “Oh, helll naw” 
to parenthood. Other animals don’t have 
the option to use prophylactics or abortifa-
cients—Sally the Sturgeon’s only recourse 
is to �nd a �sherman who will sell her salty 
roe for an exorbitant fee and leave her corpse 
forgotten. 

With that in mind, let us examine some of the 
shittier parental experiences to be had in the 
world of fauna. 

The Octopus

There’s a lot to be said for being an octopus. 
You can pick Davey Jones’ locker, clean your 
glasses, masturbate, catch a crab mid-crawl, 
use the remote, smoke a blunt, hold a beer, 
and still have a tentacle left to pick your nose 
(though you wouldn’t have a nose or most of 
this stu�, but you get the idea) at the same 
damn time. You can �t through just about 
any aperture that’s larger than your beak, so, 

like, squirming through a glory hole to give a 
heart attack to any would-be visitors would 
be on the table, if you felt like it. You can 
shapeshift and color change and all kinds of 
cool shit. What you can’t do is live very long. 
If you’re a male octopus, you fuck, you die. If 

you’re a chicktopus, you mate, lovingly care 
for your brood of eggs, and die, just as they’re 
about to hatch. If you’re lucky, you may live 
long enough to see one of the ungrateful 
brats swim o� into the unknown. 

Emperor Penguins

You’d think living in Antarctica would be shit 
enough, that Mother Nature would maybe 
ease up in some compensatory way, but 
nope. That nasty bitch just can’t let anyone 
have fun. Emperor penguin males carefully 
tend to the egg their female counterparts 
laid over a period of two months, in tem-
peratures as low as -40 degrees Celsius (-104 
degrees Fahrenheit), without eating once. 
Mom is busy carousing around, fattening up, 
and getting ready to share her slice of famil-
ial misery. By the time she gets back to her 
dude, he weighs half as much as he did when 
she left. At this point, the male penguins go 
o�, presumably to Olive Garden or some-
thing, because of endless pasta and bread-
sticks, amiright? 

Crab Spiders

In what may be an attempt to placate a hor-
ri�c practice, crab spiders (Diaea ergandros) 
offer their spiderlings unfertilized eggs 
(called “nurse eggs”) to eat, but when these 
are inevitably not enough, the ravenous 
young slowly consume their own mama. 
Over a period of weeks, they gnaw and pick 
away at her until she dies, and probably some 
more after that, too. It’s known as matriphagy 
(the act of eating one’s mom) and is found in 
a few species, including scorpions, nematode 
worms, and some spiders, but this one stands 
out as truly grotesque. 

Koalas

To be fair, this one sucks for everyone, but 
you don’t remember what happens when 
you’re a baby, so fuck ‘em—I pity the moms 
here. These smooth-brained dipshits have 
decided to subsist entirely on eucalyptus, 
which, if you don’t know, is fucking poison-
ous. It’s even poison to koalas, at least at �rst. 
So, to acclimate their bebe’s digestive system 
to this toxin, they have to feed their babies 
their own poop. Think of a nightmare version 
of Westley in the Princess Bride, acclimating 
himself to poison. As an added bonus, they 
feed their babies poop from other koalas as 
well, for variety, I guess? 

Surinam Toad

In what may be the worst cause of trypo-
phobia to exist, the Surinam toad also wins 
the award for “ickiest birthing process ever.” 
During their bizarre, acrobatic mating ritual, 
the toad couple manages to somehow get 
all the fertilized eggs strapped onto mom’s 
dorsal epidermis. Over the next day or so, 
the eggs slowly sink into (yes, into) her skin. 
Think of, like, the nopiest backpack imagin-
able. Once in place, the eggs develop, hatch 
into tadpoles, and eventually develop into 
toadlets—all inside their grotesque little 
pods. Finally, after 12-20 weeks, the baby Su-
rinam toads emerge from their mother’s �esh 
(which can’t feel good—though it’s probably 
better than having wads of squirming babies 
living under your skin). Eventually, the moth-
er toad sloughs o� the extra skin that the 
babies developed in, at which point she can 
start the repulsive process all over again… 
Oh. Sounds great.  

Zoidberg noises

The joys of motherhood

I mean... I know a good dermatologist if you need one
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May�ies

May�ies are here for a good time, not a long time. With lives as 
brief as a day or two, they’re basically just here for long enough 
to participate in a big, wild orgy. Once the pipe has been laid, so 
to speak, the mother may�ies kick around long enough to lay 
their eggs—the males may drop dead even sooner than that, 
though, as they pretty much did what they were there to do. 
Their lives as larvae are somewhat more placid, eating algae and 
chillin’, but once they emerge as adults, the party is on. In fact, 
they live such short lives after reaching maturity that in their �-
nal form, they don’t even have any mouths at all. Guess no cock-
tails at the sex party. Lame! 

Caecilian

More matriphagy. It sure looks like a worm, but nope, these 
limbless amphibians are actually vertebrates who thought 
worms were the coolest fucking things, and then, like, the very 
next day, started copying the way they dress and act and ev-
erything. Like, guh, get your own personality or whatever. One 
thing that makes being a caecilian signi�cantly suckier though, 
is their cycle of parenthood. These creatures are viviparous, 
which means the eggs hatch inside the body of the animals. 
While they’re up in there, the babies scrape o� the lining of the 
oviduct (kinda like a fallopian tube) with their tiny little teeth. In 
another species of caecilian, the babies eat hunks of the body 
of their mother after being born for nourishment. Fucking yikes. 
The �esh does grow back there, but this feels like cold comfort 
because it just means you might have to go through that again. 

So, there are some very good reasons that “parenting is hard” 
isn’t a speci�cally human thing—in some cases, our own species’ 
hardships as genetic Petri dishes are severely overshadowed. Ei-
ther way, don’t forget to bring a rubber next time you think you 
might get lucky, ‘cause even if we don’t get consumed by our 
young, babies are loud, and child support is expensive. Also, you 
should probably call your mother and thank her at some point. 

Esmeralda Rupp-Spangle is a proud parent of the future dictator of 
Earth and an occasional writer. She can be found on Instagram @
esmeraldasilentcitadel and Facebook as Esmeralda Marina. 

Being a worm but on hard mode
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S T R I P  C L U B S  

82ND STRIP 45  FOOD LOTTERY
7737 SE 82nd Ave |  (503) 771-0096
Daily 12pm-1:30am 
ACROPOLIS 1  FOOD LOTTERY
8325 SE McLoughlin Blvd | (503) 231-9611
Daily 11am-12am
ANGELS 39  FOOD 
10335 SE Foster Rd | (503) 889-0916
Daily 1pm-1:30am
BOTTOMS UP! 5  FOOD LOTTERY
16900 NW St Helens Rd | (503) 621-9844
Tue-Sun 12pm-12am
CABARET 7  FOOD 
17544 SE Stark St | (503) 252-3529
Daily 2pm-2:30am
CLUB DETOUR 22  FOOD 
215 W Burnside St | (971) 385-1896
Wed-Sat 7pm-2:30am
CLUB ROUGE 48  FOOD LOTTERY
Portland: 403 SW Harvey Milk St | (503) 227-3936
Daily 5pm-2:30am
Beaverton: 8687 SW Hall Blvd | (971) 266-8340
Daily 11am-2:30am 
CLUB SINROCK 23  FOOD LOTTERY
12035 NE Glisan St | (503) 889-0332
Daily 2pm-2:30am
CLUB TEASE 21  FOOD 
4523 NE 60th Ave | (503) 288-9771
Mon-Thu 11am-12am, Fri 11am-9pm 
COLUMBIA STRIP 32  FOOD LOTTERY
605 N Columbia Blvd | (503) 289-1351
Sun-Thu 12pm-1:30am Fri-Sat 12pm-2:30am
DESIRE 18  FOOD LOTTERY
535 NE Columbia Blvd | (971) 339-2198
Daily 3pm-2:30am
DEVILS POINT 12  FOOD LOTTERY
5305 SE Foster Rd | (503) 774-4513
Daily 11am-2:30am 
DREAM ON SALOON 16  FOOD LOTTERY
15920 SE Stark St | (503) 253-8765
Daily 11am-1am
DV8 17  FOOD LOTTERY
5021 SE Powell Blvd | (503) 788-7178
Daily 12pm-2:15am
THE GOLD CLUB 72  FOOD LOTTERY
17180 SE McLoughlin Blvd | (503) 908-1177
Daily 12pm-12am 
FORBIDDEN CLUB  15  FOOD 
13550 SE Powell Blvd | (971) 266-3279
Sun-Thu 12pm-2am, Fri-Sat 12pm-4am
GUILTY PLEASURES 28  FOOD LOTTERY
13639 SE Powell Blvd | (503) 760-8128
Sun-Wed 5pm-2am, Thu-Sat 2pm-2am

HAWTHORNE STRIP 19  FOOD LOTTERY
3532 SE Powell Blvd | (503) 232-9516
Daily 2pm-2:30am
KIT KAT CLUB 69  FOOD LOTTERY
231 SW Ankeny St | (503) 208-3229
Daily 4pm-2:30am
THE LOUNGE 30  FOOD LOTTERY
6210 NE Columbia Blvd | (503) 281-3212
Daily 12pm-2am
LUCKY DEVIL LOUNGE 47  FOOD LOTTERY
633 SE Powell Blvd | (503) 206-7350
Daily 11am-2:30am
MAGIC TAVERN 68  FOOD
2460 NW 24th Ave | (503) 894-8436 
Open Sun-Thu 11am-1am, Fri-Sat 11am-2am
MARY’S CLUB 25  FOOD LOTTERY
503 W Burnside St | (503) 227-3023
Daily 11:30am-2:30am
REVEAL LOUNGE 4  FOOD LOTTERY
8345 SW Barbur Blvd | (503) 477-6628
Daily 4pm-2:30am
RIVERSIDE CORRAL 31  FOOD LOTTERY
545 SE Tacoma St | (503) 232-6813
Mon-Sat 11am-2:30am, Sun 1pm-1am
THE RUNWAY GENTLEMEN’S CLUB 55  FOOD LOTTERY
1735 SE Tualatin Valley Hwy | (503) 640-4086
Daily 2pm-2:30am
THE SANDY JUG 29  FOOD LOTTERY
7417 NE Sandy Blvd | (503) 287-8900
Daily 2pm-2:30am
SASSY’S 34  FOOD LOTTERY
927 SE Morrison St | (503) 231-1606
Daily 10:30am-2:30am 
STARS CABARET BRIDGEPORT 50  FOOD LOTTERY
17939 SW McEwan Rd | (503) 726-2403
Mon-Sat 11am-2:30am, Sun 4pm-2:30am
THE SUNSET STRIP 37  FOOD LOTTERY
10205 SW Park Way | (503) 297-8466
Mon-Fri 11:30am-2:30am, Sat 4pm-2:30am,
Sun 5pm-2:30am
THE VENUE GENTLEMEN’S CLUB 52  FOOD LOTTERY
9950 SE Stark St | (503) 477-9523
Daily 10am-2:30am
TROPHY’S XXXPORTS BAR AND STRIP 40  FOOD LOTTERY
8000 SE Foster Rd | (971) 230-0047
Daily 11am-2:30am
X EXOTIC LOUNGE 35  FOOD
15 SW 2nd Ave | (503) 790-9090
Daily 7pm-2:30am
XPOSE 70  FOOD LOTTERY
10140 SW Canyon Rd | (503) 430-5364
Daily 3pm-2:30am

E V E R Y T H I N G  E L S E
ADAM & EVE 121
9220 SW Barbur Blvd #115 | (503) 224-1604
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-11pm
ALL ADULT SUPER SHOP 103
14555 SE McLoughlin Blvd | (503) 652-2004
Daily 24 hours
BLACK DIAMOND RECORDING STUDIOS 172
1424 SE 162nd Ave | (503) 477-6523
Daily 7am-9pm
EYE CANDY FASHIONS 171
10412 SE 82nd Ave | (503) 771-0080
Mon-Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 12pm-5pm
FANTASY FOR ADULTS ONLY (4) 180
3137 NE Sandy Blvd | (503) 239-6969
Daily 10am-12am 
1703 W Burnside St | (503) 295-6969
Daily 12pm-8pm
15536 SE 82nd Dr | (503) 203-6969
Daily 12pm-8pm
6440 SW Coronado St | (503) 244-6969
Daily 10am-12am
FANTASYLAND (2) 116
5228 SE Foster Rd | (503) 775-0094
Daily 24 hours
16016 SE 82nd Dr | (503) 655-4667
Daily 24 hours
HOT BOX 157
3785 SW Hall Blvd | (503) 574-4057
Daily 10am-9pm
JUST BLISS 158
6712 NE Sandy Blvd | (503) 384-2373
Call For Hours 
LOVE TOYS 123
10660 SE Division St | (503) 257-6881
Daily 24 hours
MR. PEEP’S / MR. PEEP’S TOO (2) 162
13355 SW Henry St | (503) 643-6645
20625 SW TV Hwy, Aloha OR | (503) 356-5624
Daily 24 hours
PASSIONATE DREAMS  130
6644 SE 82nd Ave | (503) 775-6665
Daily 10am-4am 
PDX PEACHES  148
9243 NE Glisan St | (503) 444-7155
Daily 24 Hours
PEEP HOLE 131
709 SE 122nd Ave | (503) 257-8617
Daily 24 hours

PUSSYCATS 134
3414 NE 82nd Ave | (503) 477-7019
10813 SW Barbur Blvd | (503) 206-5356
Daily 24 hours
SHEENA’S GSPOT 137
8315 SW Barbur Blvd | (503) 972-1111
Daily 24 hours
SILVER SPOON 139
8521 SW Barbur Blvd | (503) 245-0489
Mon-Sat 10am-7pm, Sun 11am-5pm
SYLVIA’S PLAYHOUSE 163
8226 NE Fremont St | (503) 568-4090
Daily 24 hours
TABOO VIDEO (4) 144
Downtown: 311 NW Broadway | (503) 227-3443
Daily 11am-12am
Portland: 237 SE MLK Blvd | (503) 239-1678
Daily 10am-12am
Portland: 2330 SE 82nd Ave | (503) 206-4708
Daily 10am-2am
Portland: 14712 SE Stark St  | (971) 888-5159
Daily 10am-12am
Vancouver: 4811 NE 94th Ave | (360) 254-1126
Daily 8am-11pm
TORCHED ILLUSIONS 149
17935 SW Tualatin Valley Hwy | (503) 259-2310
Daily 6am-12am
TORCHED ILLUSIONS II 169
12963 SW Pacific Hwy | (503) 430-5140
Daily 11am-10pm
THE VELVET ROPE 101
3533 SE César E Chávez Ave | (971) 271-7064
Thu 8pm-2am, Fri-Sat 8:30pm-4am,
Sun 8pm-2am
VICTRESS ENTERTAINMENT 156
7303 SE 82nd Ave | (503) 788-3354 
Call For Hours
X-SENSUAL 126
3520 NE 82nd Ave | (503) 954-3115 
9061 NE Sandy Blvd | (503) 477-7210
5226 SE Foster Rd | (503) 477-4614
Daily 24 Hours

D I S P E N S A R I E S
MARIJUANA PARADISE B
9663 SW Barbur Blvd | (503) 206-7462
Daily 10am-8pm
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A L B A N Y
 ADULT SHOP 
3404 Spicer Dr SE / (541) 812-2522
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am

A S T O R I A
 ANNIE’S SALOON 
2897 Marine Dr / (503) 325-2746
Full Bar, 1 Stage
Tue-Sat 5pm-2:30am

B E N D
IMAGINE THAT 
197 NE Third St / (541) 312-8100
Videos, Mags, Toys, Body Jewelry, Novelty Gifts
24 Hours / 7 Days
STARS CABARET 
197 NE 3rd St / (541) 388-4081
Full Bar, Full Menu, Beautiful Dancers
6pm-2:30am / 7 Days

C O R V A L L I S
EVA’S BOUTIQUE 
2315 9th St NW / (541) 754-7039
Huge Selection Of Lingerie, Shoes,  
Dancewear, Novelties, Gift Cards & More
Sun-Thu 12pm-10pm, Fri-Sat 12pm-12am

E U G E N E
ADULT SHOP 
90 Holeman Ave / (541) 688-5411
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am
ADULT SHOP 
86784 Franklin Blvd / (541) 636-3203
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am
B&B DISTRIBUTORS 
710 W 6th Ave / (541) 683-8999
Videos, Arcade, Clothing, Novelties, Viewing Room
24 Hours / 7 Days
EVA’S BOUTIQUE  
720 Garfield St / (541) 345-2873
Huge Selection Of Lingerie, Shoes,  
Dancewear, Novelties, Gift Cards & More
Sun-Thu 12pm-10pm, Fri-Sat 12pm-12am
THE NILE 
1030 Highway 99 N / (541) 688-1869
Full Bar, Full Menu, Dancers
Mon-Sat 12pm-2am, Sun 3pm-12am
SILVER DOLLAR CLUB 
2620 W 10th Pl / (541) 485-2303
Full Bar, Food, 3 Stages
Mon-Sat 11:30am-2:30am, Sun 6pm-2:30am

G E R V A I S
LAST CHANCE SALOON 
7650 Checkerboard Ct / (503) 792-5100
Full Bar, Lottery, 1 Stage
12pm-2:30am / 7 Days

K L A M AT H  F A L L S
THE ALIBI 
5711 S 6th St / (541) 882-0145
1Stage, Private Dances, Full Bar, Lottery
3pm-2:30am / 7 Days

L I N C O L N  C I T Y
IMAGINE THAT  
2159 NW Highway 101, Ste C / (541) 996-6600
(Downstairs When Entering From Highway 101)
Videos, Magazines, Toys, Body Jewelry, Novelty Gifts
Sun-Thu 9am-11pm, Fri-Sat 24 Hours

M E D F O R D
ADULT SHOP 
261 Barnett Rd / (541) 772-5220
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am

N E W P O R T
SPICE ADULT EMPORIUM 
611 SW Coast Highway / (541) 574-6969
Videos, Magazines, Multi-Channel Arcade
24 Hours / 7 Days

O A K L A N D
ADULT SHOP 
726 John Long Rd / (541) 849-3344
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am

R O S E B U R G
FILLED WITH FUN 
2498 Old Highway 99E S / (541) 957-3741
Novelties, Videos, Arcade, Toys, Magazines
Mon-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri 10am-12am,  
Sat 11am-12am, Sun 12pm-9pm

S A L E M
ADULT SHOP 
155 Lancaster Dr SE / (503) 585-8288
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am
ADULT SHOP 
3113 River Rd N / (503) 390-4371
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 12pm-10pm, Fri-Sat 12pm-12am
BOB’S ADULT BOOKS 
3815 State St / (503) 363-3846
Adult Books, Videos, Arcade & Mini-Theater 
9am-2am / 7 Days
CHEETAHS XXX CABARET  
3453 Silverton Rd NE / (503) 316-6969
18+ Juice Bar
Tue-Thu 7pm-4am, Fri-Sat 7pm-5am & Sun 
7pm-4am
DIZZY’S SMOKE SHOP 
1051 Commercial St SE / (503) 585-0050
4823 Commercial St SE / (503) 385-1564
21+ Head Shop & Gift Shop
10am-8pm / 7 Days 
EVA’S BOUTIQUE  
3593 Silverton Rd NE / (503) 385-8111
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am
5530 Commercial St SE / (503) 763-6754
Sun-Thu 12pm-10pm, Fri-Sat 12pm-12am
2410 Mission St SE / (503) 763-3556
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am
Huge Selection Of Lingerie, Shoes,  
Dancewear, Novelties, Gift Cards & More
THE FIREHOUSE CABARET 
5782 Portland Rd NE / (503) 393-4782
Full Bar, Full Menu, Lottery
Mon-Sat 12pm-2:30am, Sun 6pm-2:30am
SPICE ADULT EMPORIUM 
3473 Silverton Rd NE / (503) 370-7080
Videos, Magazines, Multi Ch. Arcade
24 Hours / 7 Days
STARS CABARET 
1550 Weston Ct NE / (503) 370-8063
Full Bar, Full Menu, Sports Room, 4 Stages
Mon-Sat 11am-2:30am, Sun 4pm-2:30am
SUGAR SHACK GENTLEMEN’S CLUB 
3803 Commercial St SE / (503) 339-7368
Full Bar, Full Menu, Light-Up Dance Floor And Pole
Sun-Thu 12pm-12am, Fri-Sat 12pm-2am
VIXENS 
3815 State St / (971) 304-7082
Lingerie Modeling
24 Hours / 7 Days

S P R I N G F I E L D
BOBBI’S VIP ROOM 
1195 Main St / (541) 844-1019
Full Bar, Full Menu, 4 Stages
Mon-Sat 12pm-2:30am 
EVA’S BOUTIQUE  
3270 Gateway St C / (541) 726-2445  
Huge Selection Of Lingerie, Shoes,  
Dancewear, Novelties, Gift Cards & More
Sun-Thu 12pm-10pm, Fri-Sat 12pm-12am
SPICE ADULT EMPORIUM 
1166 South A St / (541) 726-6969
Videos, Mags, Clothes, Novelties, Arcade
Mon-Tue 8am-12am, Wed-Sun 24 Hours

T H E  D A L L E S
ADULT SHOP 
3506 W 6th St / (541) 298-1874
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am

MON-SAT 11AM-1AM, SUN 11AM-12AMB R E M E R T O N  
ADULTS ONLY BREMERTON 
317 N Callow Ave / (360) 627-7318
DVDs, Books, Magazines, Novelties & Arcade
Sun-Thu 10am-12am, Fri-Sat 10am-2am 
ELMO’S ADULT BOOKS & VIDEO 
338 N Callow Ave / (360) 373-0551
DVDs, Books, Magazines, Novelties & Arcade 
Mon-Sat 9am-1am, Sun 10am-10pm
Mon-Sat 9am-1am, Sun 10am-10pmC E N T R A L I A  
PARADISE FOR ADULTS ONLY 
1011 S Gold St / (360) 807-8932
Adult Products & Smoke Supplies 
Mon-Sat 10am-2am, Sun 12pm-12am

D E S  M O I N E S
AIRPORT VIDEO 2 
21635 Pacific Highway S / (206) 878-7780
Theater, Arcade, Video Peep Shows, Movies,
Novelties & Toys
10am-2am / 7 Days

E V E R E T T
AIRPORT VIDEO 1 
11732 Airport Rd / (425) 290-7555
Theater, Arcade, Videos, Magazines, Novelties
Daily 10am-1am

K E N N E W I C K
CASTLE MEGASTORE 
522 N Columbia Center Blvd / (509) 374-8276
Essentials For Lovers
Sun-Thu 10am-11pm, Fri-Sat 10am-1am

K E N T
KINX ADULT SHOP 
604 Central Ave S / (253) 850-8428
Adult Products & Smoke Supplies
Mon-Thu 11am-10pm, Fri-Sat 11am-11pm,  
Sun 12pm-6pm

L A K E W O O D
LIBERTY BOOK STORE 
3710 100th St SW / (253) 581-0362
Videos, Magazines, Books, Arcade
Sun-Thu 8am-12am, Fri-Sat 8am-1am

LY N N W O O D
DEANNA’S VIDEO 
15329 Highway 99 / (425) 742-7747
Videos, Magazines, Arcade, Novelties, Toys
9am-1am / 7 Days

P A S C O
ELMO’S ADULT BOOKS & VIDEO 
3724 N Rainier Ave / (509) 547-5341
DVDs, Books, Magazines, Novelties & Arcade
Mon-Sat 9am-12am, Sun 10am-10pm

R E N T O N
CLUB SINROCK 
208 SW 16th St / (425) 255-3110
18+ Gentlemen’s Club, 1 Stage, ATM
6pm-2am / 7 Days

S E AT T L E
HOLLYWOOD EROTIC BOUTIQUE 
12706 Lake City Way NE / (206) 363-0056
DVDs, Toys, Novelties, Lingerie, Theater
24 Hours / 7 Days
JOES’ BAR & GRILL 
500 S King St / (206) 223-9266
Drinks, Pull Tabs, Pool Table
10am-2am / 7 Days 
SUGAR’S 
10338 Aurora Ave N / (206) 523-1227
18+, 1 Stage, VIP Area, ATM
10am-2:30am / 7 Days
TABOO VIDEO 
9813 16th Ave SW / (206) 767-4855
DVDs, Novelties, Arcade, Theater, Best Prices
Sun-Tue 10am-10pm, Wed-Sat 10am-12am
THE PLAYGROUND CABARET 
7509 15th Ave NW / (206) 782-1225
18+ Gentlemen’s Club (No Cover), Private Rooms
Pool, ATM
Mon-Sat 11am-2:30am, Sun 5pm-2:30am 
VIDEO VIDEOS 
10326 Lake City Way NE / (206) 523-5973
DVDs, Magazines, Books, Toys, Novelties, 
Theater
10am-1am / 7 Days

S P O K A N E
HOLLYWOOD EROTIC BOUTIQUE 
3813 N Division St / (509) 324-8961
DVDs, Toys, Novelties, Lingerie
Mon-Thu 9am-12am, Fri-Sat 9am-2am
& Sun 12pm-10pm

S P O K A N E  V A L L E Y
CASTLE MEGASTORE 
11324 E Sprague Ave / (509) 893-1180
Essentials For Lovers
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-1am
HOLLYWOOD EROTIC BOUTIQUE 
9611 E Sprague Ave / (509) 928-9499
DVDs, Toys, Novelties, Lingerie, Theater
24 Hours / 7 Days

TA C O M A
CASTLE MEGASTORE 
6015 Tacoma Mall Blvd / (253) 471-0391
Essentials For Lovers
Sun-Thu 12pm-9pm, Fri-Sat 11am-11pm

T O L E D O
RED’S DESIRE ADULT STORE 
431 State Route 506 / (360) 864-6630
DVDs, Books, Magazines, Novelties & Arcade
Mon-Sat 11am-9pm

O R E G O N W A S H I N G T O N

DID WE MISS A LOCATION?
EMAIL INFO@XMAG.COM

OR TEXT/CALL (503) 241-4317
AND LET US KNOW!
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JOIN THE SEXY GROUP AT 
SYLVIA’S PLAYHOUSE!

Upscale, Private Fetish Club Is Looking 
For Energetic, Positive & Punctual Ladies 

Between 18-35 For A Busy, 24/7, 
Big $$$ Location! Weekly Schedule Custom  

To Your Availability & NO Shift Fees!  
Apply By Email To StilettoGirls@Yahoo.com 

(Include Photo/Age/Availability) 
82ND STRIP, ANGELS & COLUMBIA STRIP

ARE HIRING DANCERS 21+
No Experience Necessary! Low House Fees!

Text Your Intro And Photos To Set Up An 
Audition. Bar Staff Wanted.

Columbia Strip - (503) 730-5030
82nd Strip & Angels - (808) 745-0476 

KIT KAT CLUB
Performers Are Welcome To Audition 

Daily Between 4pm And 5pm 
Creativity Is Encouraged 

231 SW Ankeny, In Ankeny St Alley 
Next To Voodoo Doughnut 

Text 503-919-8644 For More Information 
DV8 IS HIRING DANCERS 21+

To Set Up An Audition, Send Unfiltered 
Photos To DV8GentlemensClub@gmail.com 

HAWTHORNE STRIP
Hiring Professional Entertainers 21+
To Set Up Audition, Send Photos, 

A Brief Summary Of Your Experience 
& Contact Information To

HawthorneStrip@Gmail.com 
X EXOTIC LOUNGE

Dancers Are Welcome To Audition  
Tue-Sun Between 7pm And 8pm 

15 NW 2nd Avenue, Next To  
Ankeny Alley Text 503-919-8644  

For More Information 
DEVILS POINT & LUCKY DEVIL LOUNGE 
Now Accepting Applications For Bar Staff 

And DJs. Must Have Current And Valid 
OLCC And Food Handlers Card. Experi- 
enced And Professional Personnel Only. 

www.DevilsPointBar.com/Contact 
PDX PEACHES

The Hottest New Lingerie Shop Is Now 
Hiring - Become A Peach! 

Apply Now At PDXPeaches.com 
(Find Us On IG & Twitter: @PDX_Peaches 

& @PDX_Peaches1) 
MOTIVATED MODELS NEEDED

Gspot is hiring motivated, money-minded 
lingerie models 18+. Female owned & 

operated — the most established lingerie 
shop in PDX. Text (503) 901-1101

or email sheena@pdxgirls.com 
VICTRESS ENTERTAINMENT

NOW HIRING
Flexible Schedules, Low Fees And 

A Fun Atmosphere! Join The  
Family - Reach Out Via Instagram  

DM @VictressEntertainment Or Give  
Us A Call (503) 788-3354

NOW HIRING MODELS (18+) 
AT JUST BLISS!

No Schedule Required - No Stage Fee 
Or Tip Outs - Work By Appointment (503) 384-2373  
6712 NE Sandy Blvd • Portland, OR 97213 
IG: @_Just__Bliss_ & TW: @__Just_Bliss__ 

TABOO ADULT VIDEO IS HIRING
Join The Team! Bring Your Résumé  

In To Any Of Our Locations.  
The Northwest’s Best Store For Adults! 

www.TabooVideo.com
FANTASYLAND ADULT VIDEO
In Clackamas, OR Is Looking To Fill  

An On-Call Janitorial Position 
Call (503) 655-4667 For Info

CINNAMON
iFans.com/Cinnamon 

Hot Spicy  Sweet Sexy  Enigmatic

BE A BUNNY!
We Will Work Around Your Schedule! 

Housing Provided!
(888) 286-6972

 MadamSuzette@BunnyRanch.com
CLUB OWNERS

FIND YOUR NEXT STAR HERE!
SexyJobs.com

The #1 Resource Linking Sexy Ladies 
Looking For Adult Jobs With Those  
Wanting To Hire Them - Since 1998!

 CLUB FOXY
Come Work In Paradise And Make $$$! 

Guam’s #1 Gentlemen’s Club! Great Team! 
Professional Environment!

Alicia (671) 747-7770
ClubFoxyGuam@Gmail.com 

www.ClubFoxy.us IG: ClubFoxyGuam
CLUB USA

The Hottest Adult Nightclub In Guam
$500 Weekly Salary, Free Housing, 

Free Airfare, Drink And Dance 
Commissions Plus Tips

Contact (671) 688-5235 Or
Email Pat@ClubUSAGuam.com

NEW VIKINGS GENTLEMEN’S
CLUB OF GUAM

A Paid Vacation In Paradise! 
Free Housing On The Beach, Flight  

Reimbursement & Weekly Pay!  
www.NewVikingsGuam.com 

( 671) 988-7098 
SEATTLE DANCER$

Auditioning Daily For Girls Who 
Want To Make Fast Cash

 Call (425) 255-3110
www.ClubSinRock.com 

STARS CABARET
1550 Weston Court NE · Salem, OR

(503) 370-8063 Auditions Daily  
DANCE AT CHEETAHS IN SALEM!

Auditions 18+ 7pm-10pm
DREAM ON SALOON & THE LOUNGE

New Booking Manager
Looking For Beautiful, Professional 
Women With Good Personalities! 

No Stage Fees! Must Be 18+ 
Please Contact Bree To Set Up An  

Audition. (503) 482-4000 
STARS BRIDGEPORT

Seeking Professional Entertainers & Staff
Audition Times Mon-Thu 2pm-8pm,  
Sun 4pm-8pm Call (503) 726-2403 

CABARET
17544 SE Stark St 

Hiring Girls 18 & Over
Auditions Daily 2pm-5pm

Call (503) 252-3529 
CLUB ROUGE

Contracting Entertainers At Their 
Downtown Portland And Beaverton 

Locations. Auditions Are Held Daily From 
4pm-5pm At Downtown Portland And 

3pm-5pm At Beaverton.
GUILTY PLEASURES
GENTLEMEN’S CLUB

Hiring Dancers 18 And Over For 
Portland’s Hottest Club

Auditions Mon-Fri 
Text/Call For Auditions 

(971) 352-2414 
X-SENSUAL

Now Hiring Models 18+ 
No Experience Necessary 

Flexible Hours - Great Money 
Email XSensualPDX@Gmail.com  

Or Text (503) 510-7936 

BE A BUNNY!
We Will Work Around Your Schedule! 

Housing Provided!
(888) 286-6972

 MadamSuzette@BunnyRanch.com

CLASSIFIEDS
TO ADVERTISE

CALL (503) 8044479

   • MISCELLANEOUS •

ADULT FINANCIALS UNLIMITED
Don’t SIMP for the IRS! Don’t raw-dog life 

without health, dental & life coverage!  
Call TODAY! (971) 340-4759 

HYPNOX PHOTOGRAPHY
HYPNOX@GMAIL.COM

TO ADVERTISE CALL (503) 8044479
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First and foremost, congratulations! You 
absolutely killed it, and your theme was 
very unique! Why did you choose the 
theme you chose, and had you consid-
ered other choices?

Thank you so much! I chose the boxing and 
Latin theme because I felt they were two 
things that truly represented me and my 
journey here in Portland. The boxing part 
was to show that I was here and ready to kick 
ass, despite any obstacles, and I just honestly 
thought it would be badass. When I was con-
sidering themes, I wanted to choose some-
thing that I was proud of. With it being my 
last competition, I wanted it to be authenti-
cally and unapologetically ME, regardless if 
I won or not. Growing up a �rst-generation 
Mexican-American and being from Califor-
nia, I’ve always been deeply immersed in 
my culture, and it’s always been a huge part 
of me. I wanted to show my love and pride 
for my community and my roots, as well as 
reject the narrative that having the Portland 
alternative aesthetic is needed to be suc-
cessful in the industry.

Thinking of the time during your actual 
performance, what do you remember 
thinking about or feeling while on stage?

I remember thinking that I was having a 
great time and loving the energy from the 
crowd. I remember looking over and seeing 
quick glimpses of my best friends and my 
sister cheering. It felt phenomenal, and since 
it was my last competition, I felt a very all-or-
nothing energy toward it. I feel like I was just 
letting myself enjoy my performance and 
having fun doing what I love.

Many people may be surprised to hear 
that you actually hopped a plane to Port-
land to perform twice, to qualify and 
compete in the �nals. Why did you decide 
to join the pageant, despite the distance?

It was kind of a spontaneous decision be-
cause, with the distance, school, and my

personal life, I didn’t know if I’d have time to 
prepare di�erent themes for two rounds of 
competition, let alone travel for it. But the 
competitive me wanted to try one last time 
at Dante’s, and luckily it was around Thanks-
giving, so I decided to just make a big trip 
out of it. I did the second to last quali�er 
round, so I could just stay for two consecu-
tive weeks. I was able to qualify, dance some 
shifts, see my family in Seattle, and then, of 
course, compete. It all ended up working out 
with perfect timing, and I’m so glad I did it! 
Funny enough, I didn’t think it through on 
taking the trophy on the plane—LOL—but 
it’s in the best of hands! It’s currently at my 
sister’s house in Seattle!

Describe your other experiences compet-
ing in our events and how they shaped 
your preparations for Miss Exotic Oregon 
2023. 

I’ve always (generally) had a great time com-
peting, but I’d felt like I kept falling just a 
little short. When I �rst began competing, 
I didn’t realize the extent of creativity the 
judges and the crowd expected, so I didn’t 
do themes for a while. When I placed second 
in Pirates of the Caribooty in 2019—without 
a theme—I realized I needed to up my game 
and get creative. This year, I began taking dif-
ferent things into account, such as picking 
the right music, inviting friends to support 
me, making my performances more interac-
tive, using props, etc. My experiences helped 
me prepare a well-rounded performance 
that I could enjoy for myself while also aim-
ing to check those boxes and create a show I 
was proud of. I’m very competitive with my-
self, so I wanted to give it 100% and walk o� 
the stage con�dent that I didn’t fall short of 
my own expectations—even if I didn’t win.

What advice would you o�er to other per-
formers who are looking to win it all at an 
Exotic event?

Be unique and choose your strongest skills to 
showcase. Let your performance represent 

tretcha t
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you as a performer and what your art 
means to you. It doesn’t have to be 
anything complex or deep, but mak-
ing it your own, as well as having a 
signature style, makes you stand out 
and makes it exciting. We can con-
nect with each other so well through 
art, so by being unique in your own 
way, people will feel you and con-
nect with you through it. Also, focus 
on the little things to avoid losing 
the crowd, such as smiling, choosing 
familiar music, interacting with the 
judges, showing a variety of skills, 
and, most importantly, genuinely 
having fun with it. People can tell 
whether a performer is having fun 
or not, so just let yourself enjoy what 
you do, and trust in your abilities!

If you could travel back in time 
and talk to baby stripper Nia, what 
would you tell her?

I would tell her never to be afraid of 
being extra or loud about her skills 
because there are so many people 
that support her and are rooting for 
her. And that being con�dent some-
times intimidates people or can be 
labeled as “cocky,” but who cares? 
Because it inspires even more people, 
and there’s nothing wrong with be-
lieving in yourself! I would tell her 
to keep going hard, take up space, 
and pursue things she wants to do in 
this industry, even if they sometimes 
seem far-fetched.

What if our readers are interested 
in seeing you perform? Do you 
plan on making any special P-Town 
appearances? If so, where can they 
catch you on shift? Drop your so-
cial media, too!

I don’t think I’ll be performing in 

Portland in the future (besides my
step-down performance next year), 
but I’ll probably be back sometime to 
visit. When I visit, they can catch me 
on shift at Golden Dragon, and they 
can also �nd me on Instagram (@nia-
giselle_). ☺

Switching gears for a moment, tell 
us all about some of your future 
aspirations, industry-related or 
otherwise…

I’m currently a biology major in col-
lege, studying to be a P.A. In the
meantime, I plan to dance until I no 
longer enjoy it—which I don’t see 
happening anytime soon! Once I get 
more settled in L.A., I’ll be teaching 
pole for PYT Fitness locally, as well as 
traveling to teach workshops, and if I 
have extra time, I do want to focus on 
pole bookings for events and artists 
too. I also plan on travel dancing in 
major cities from my stripper bucket 
list, as well as property acquisition in 
the near future.

Lastly, what consumes your time 
when you’re not slaying it on the 
pole or otherwise kicking ass in 
the industry?

Aw, thank you! I’m very extroverted, 
so I spend a lot of time going out with 
my friends—whether it’s brunch, 
traveling, clubbing, girls’ night in, 
axe-throwing, concerts, hiking, etc. 
I also love spending time with my 
family, and I hang out with my sisters 
a lot! I have a few di�erent hobbies 
like makeup, sewing clothes, going 
to the dance studio, making resin art, 
working out, etc. I also have a lot of 
plants and an energetic little cat at 
home that I love!
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I enjoy updating you all on what occurred to me 
the previous month of you having your hands 
on this magazine article; it gives me a chance to 
let you all know what kind of person I am, which 
will then encapsulate most of the reasons I write 
what I do. I also really enjoy telling people how 
they could better their lives by listening to some 
of my sage advice. “Do as I say, not as I do” sort 
of thing—which is what brings us to this article 
at hand. I’d like to tell you all what happened 
and what I’ve learned this past month, and also 
give you some tips on how to stop being such a 
failure, because we all know you probably didn’t 
win the lottery, which doesn’t make you a win-
ner, now, does it?

1. My dad fractured his femur—which caused 
me to stay in Roseburg for roughly two weeks 
with my dog, Bob, while I assisted in my father’s 
annoyance by telling him what to do. I learned 
that trying to tell a parent what to do, whether or 
not it’s actual medical advice, should not be at-
tempted. It’s best to just let them break their leg 
again rather than have them give you the silent 
treatment for two weeks, remain angry, and with 
a healed leg.

2. My partner and I moved into our new place—
it’s a duplex on the upper story of an old Victo-
rian house. Our downstairs neighbor is from Cali-
fornia, and no, I do not remember their name. 
I only remember a pair of nerdy glasses being 
pushed up their nose while they tried shaking 
my hand with the other while I was putting away 
trash. I learned that many from California do not 
know about gravity or that leaves actually fall 
from trees and aren’t magically cleaned up by 
the leaf fairy. Some from California may remain in 
this blissful ignorance of fall beauty not requiring 
clean up…until they meet me and I inform them 
otherwise. See? It’s fun telling people how to live 
their lives sometimes! 

3. I fractured my ankle—and yeah, I don’t even 
know what happened here. And no, I don’t know 
why there had to be a subsequent fracture of 
my own right after my dad’s fracture—all in one 

month. I just wanted to go down the stairs! I 
learned that it takes a lot of arm muscle to propel 
your body up the stairs when you aren’t able to 
use your ankle and are instead crab-walking like 
a lunatic. I also learned that you can strain your 
shoulder doing this too much or improperly. The 
more ya’ know, I suppose. I also learned how to 
stare out the window more and practice look-
ing morose to those around me (practice…ha). I 
also learned that when you are a younger person 
walking with a limp and a cane, people tend to 
move away from you. Take that information as 
you wish, but I plan on keeping this cane around 
for a bit…  

4. I learned about Korean Jesus—and it’s 
changed my opinion on what the person you’re 
worshipping should look like. I’m just saying 
if your satanic overlord isn’t cutting it for you, 
physique-wise, and you aren’t certain they can 
actually hold up their end of the bargain—what 
with granting you wishes and beating up bad 
guys and such—come to the church of Korean 
Jesus, or I guess commonly called “New Heaven 
and New Earth”! You might not agree with ev-
erything discussed here or understand reasons 
for some things, but you can be assured in the 
knowledge that this Jesus knows a thing or two 
about body �tness, can probably carry a large 
amount of wood on his own, and be there to kick 
some non-believer ass.

Okay, now that we covered the few things that 
happened to me and what I learned from them 
this month, let’s get into how you can be a bet-
ter person than this and stop failing miserably at 
things you are doing wrong.

1. Stop trying to control every situation you �nd 
yourself in when you’re invited to go have a good 
time. We all know that “being invited” to anything 
is usually not fun, let alone does it breed a good 
time. You’d rather just have had the thing hap-
pen without needing to plan in advance for it. 
Well, too bad. Sally’s having a WWE Party under 
the Burnside Bridge, and she asked you to bring 
the deviled eggs. Sure, this sounds question-
able—at best—for an event, but just go with it. 
You’ll cause yourself fewer headaches in the long 
run if you just stop asking questions. Maybe con-
sider your friendship with a person like Sally, also.

2. When you have the option between Taco 
Bell and that wonderful, older Hispanic family’s 
restaurant that is just across the street, do not 
choose Taco Bell. First, we all know what happens 
28 minutes after eating Taco Bell, and second, 
giving family-owned businesses your patronage 
ends up being good for you short and long term 
because they generally tend to remember repeat 
customers (and we all know you’re a repeat cus-
tomer of Taco Bell). They tend to give you an ex-
tra taco or bag of freshly made chips sometimes 
because you’re paying for their rent, and they 
don’t want the cash cow to stop �owing from 
your greasy, less failure-ridden pockets.

3. Do not put a raw egg in your bowl of hot Top 
Ramen, and expect the egg to magically turn into 
a restaurant-style egg. You’re doing two things 
wrong here: (1) you’re eating Top Ramen when 
the superior “at home” ramen-like-substance is 
obviously Chapagetti, and (2) you thought logic 
wouldn’t be necessary when making instant 
noodles (it usually isn’t), and thought the egg 
would perform magic. If you have to have an egg 
in your instant ramen, at least look up how to do 
it, or go buy some real ramen from a restaurant. 
It’s not that much money and tends to be two 
meals’ worth of food.

4. Stop sharing Facebook articles with your boss 
on your work chats. Unless your boss is paying 
you to do vital research on what article taught 
you the most, based solely on the title. Sharing 
an article with the URL “says-magic-mushrooms-
made-him-more-productive” is probably not 
something you should be bringing up to Mr. 
Manager. Like I said...unless you’re cool like that 
with your boss, and your job doesn’t require you 
to save lives. Mine does not, and I am cool like 
that, so I do. But that’s also probably why I’ve 
never received a promotion in three years. Who 
knows? Maybe they just don’t like my eyes. Don’t 
take this chance, be smart, and make them like 
you—always. That’s where the money comes 
from.

So there you have it...four truths about me and 
four truths for you on how to make your life bet-
ter than it is, and maybe assist you in not failing 
so hard. I hope you enjoyed this and took down 
some notes. But, who are we kidding, you are 
nowhere near a pen and paper, and you have no 
idea how to use the notes app on your phone. 
Just take the magazine.

Hannah One Cup can be found staring morosely 
at people while walking with a cane. Her ankle is 
healed. Thanks to KJ. Amen. 
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Everyone’s afraid of something. Most things 
ordinary people are afraid of are easily under-
stood and typically present a more-or-less 
justi�ed threat to well-being or safety, like 
a fear of heights, spiders, �ying, or gorillas 
who just did a pile of cocaine. These com-
monplace fears aren’t the same as a proper 
phobia, though.

“What’s the di�erence between regular fear 
and a phobia?” you may ask. Well, a phobia 
is irrational. It doesn’t make sense, or even if 
it might, it a�ects the phobic person in a dis-
proportional, drastic, life-a�ecting way. Most 
of us can muster up the courage to climb a 
tall ladder, squash a spider, get on a plane, or 
soothe a gorilla by playing the clarinet, even 
if these things unsettle us. Someone with a 
real phobia could not move past their fear at 
any cost—even if threatened.

The criteria that de�ne a real, diagnosable 
phobia are as follows:

1. You must experience severe fear or anxi-
ety about the condition or object. 

2. You must have an immediate fear re-
sponse, such as running away, scream-
ing, or sobbing helplessly in the corner 
of an Arby’s.

3. The fear you have must be excessive, as 
related to the actual risk factor.

4. Symptoms of your fear must last six 
months or longer.

5. Your fear must cause intense distress or 
dysfunction.

6. Your fear must not be better explained 
by another mental problem. No twofers.

Now that we have established what a phobia 

is and how they a�ect people, let’s go over a 
list of some rather unusual phobias I’ve come 
across in my research. This is not like the Guin-
ness Book of World Records, where you can 
just get in there for doing something nobody 
else would have ever thought to do, like stick 
100 clothespins on your face while smoking 
�ve cigars and singing Ave Maria. No, all the 
phobias on the list have indeed been diag-
nosed by actual mental health professionals 
on many occasions, even if some seem quite 
intensely speci�c or remarkably silly. Listed in 
no particular order...

Alektrophobia – The fear of chickens

Most phobias are caused by a triggering 
event, such as a bad experience in life which 
relates to their fear of that situation or object. 
Indeed, the notes I found on one reported 
case of this, a young woman was diagnosed 
after having a “terrifying childhood experi-
ence” with chickens. Whether or not 11 herbs 
and spices were involved, research does not 
record.

Chiclephobia – The fear of chewing gum

With this phobia, anxiety and panic happen 
when people think about chewing gum, 
though it may also involve seeing other peo-
ple chewing gum or even seeing previously-
chewed gum. I have to wonder what extreme 

circumstance would precede such a fear, 
apart from maybe being a janitor at a grade 
school and having to clean under desks. No 
matter how you slice it, though, Hubba Bub-
ba needs to be held accountable for its role in 
this culture of fear.

Xanthophobia – The fear of the color  
yellow

This is one that actually seems like it would 
seriously a�ect your quality of life were you 
to have it. It’s easy enough to avoid gum or 
chickens, but yellow? Driving a car would be 
impossible; going outside, in general, would 
be an exercise in ridiculousness, and forget 
about getting a job feeding monkeys.

Pedophobia – The fear of children

Not discussed as often as its revolting coun-
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terpart, pedophilia, since it seems more silly 
than vile. Pedophobia does indeed exist, 
though, and it is exceedingly rare. Recall, this 
is not just an “oh, I don’t like kids” thing...this 
would mean that they completely frighten 
you. Watching a grown man panic and �ee 
a room full of toddlers in terror sounds like 
quite the sight, though.

Ergophobia – The fear of work

Ever had a bad job? I mean, a really bad job? 
How about a job that fucks with you so hard 
that the thought of ever toiling again makes 
you freak out and commit yourself to a life 
doing anything but? A truly awful job is the 
typical cause of ergophobia. That, or career 
burnout. Regardless, you’re not born being 
afraid to work, and this phobia is more com-
mon than most on this list but still relatively 
uncommon overall. However, taking a look at 
half the population of Portland, you wouldn’t 
think so.

Pogonophobia – The fear of beards

In the research I did on this one, I couldn’t 
�nd out if they had to be full beards or if 
mustaches, soul patches, and possibly even 
muttonchops would also fall under this pho-
bic umbrella. Regardless, though, best to 
avoid ZZ Top shows, craft beer festivals, and 
the Paci�c Northwest in general, if you have 
pogonophobia.

Hippopotomonstrosesquipedaliophobia 
– The fear of long words

No, I am, in fact, not joking. The Greek words 
for “fear of long words” do combine into one 
of the longest words, if not the longest word 
in the dictionary, edging out supercalifragilis-
ticexpialidocious by one letter. Why that is in 
the dictionary to begin with, I have no idea, 
but Julie Andrews has deep pockets, I sup-
pose. That said, this word of words is more 
properly referred to in professional circles, 
when referred to at all, as sesquipedalopho-
bia, which is still a bit of a doozy if you have a 
phobia of lengthy language. Imagine having 
this phobia but not being able to tell anyone 
what it’s called.

Trypophobia – The fear of holes or  
clusters

This one seems to be discussed quite  
frequently among internet communities, 
wherein those persons discuss how a series 
of small holes will unnerve them. This is a re-
cent entry, the term only having been coined 
in 2005. It’s on this list despite online discus-
sions and widespread knowledge, simply be-
cause...it’s not actually a phobia. No scienti�c 
body has recognized it as such, and being 
unsettled by clusters or holes doesn’t quite 
have the debilitating impact of a real phobia, 

so this entry is a “the more you know” sort 
of thing. Therefore, if anyone you meet ever 
says they have trypophobia, you can feel free 
to tell them they’re full of shit. Clusters of shit.

Phobophobia – The fear of...fear

As FDR famously paraphrased from Thoreau, 
“the only thing we have to fear is fear itself.” 
For the poor souls with phobophobia, this 
is their life. I’m not entirely sure what might 
cause someone to have this phobia, but a 
fear of fear (or of being afraid) seems some-
what redundant. I’m guessing they don’t 
tend to enjoy Halloween and probably don’t 
ride rollercoasters or watch horror movies. 
Seems to me that living your life in fear of fear 
would cause some kind of fear loop, where 
you’d just be upset and scared all the time. 
Case notes would seem to con�rm that these 
are very anxious, constantly unhappy people. 
Generally, if you have such a condition, the 
treatment appears to be that they simply 
drug you up real good and say, “best of luck.”

Well, those are the cream of the phobic crop. 
If you or anyone you know displays symp-
toms of any of the above, seek the guidance 
of a professional drug dealer.

Don’t be afraid of life. Or chickens.

-Wombstretcha

Wombstretcha the Magnificent is a 
gum chewer, clinical beard examiner, 
poultry fearsomeness evaluator, writer, 
and retired rapper from Portland, OR. 
He can be found at his website, womb-
stretcha.com, on Twitter as @womb-
stretcha503, and on MeWe.com (yay!) 
and Facebook.com (boo!), as “Womb-
stretcha the Magni�cent.”
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