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MAY 04 – X EXOTIC LOUNGE 
XOTICA-GO-GO

FRI 05 – STARS CABARET (BRIDGEPORT) 
CINCO DE MAYO PARTY

FRI 05 – X EXOTIC LOUNGE 
POLEROTICA 2023 QUALIFIER ROUND V

SAT 06 – THE VENUE 
MOTORBOOTY ROUND 1

SUN 07 – DANTE'S – SINFERNO CABARET
THU 11 – CLUB DETOUR 
MOTORBOOTY ROUND 2

THU 11 – X EXOTIC LOUNGE 
XOTICA-GO-GO

FRI 12 – DREAM ON 
POLEROTICA 2023 QUALIFIER ROUND VI

FRI 12 – GUILTY PLEASURES 
JULIE'S BIRTHDAY PARTY

SUN 14 – DANTE'S – SINFERNO CABARET
THU 18 – CABARET 

POLEROTICA 2023 QUALIFIER ROUND VII
THU 18 – X EXOTIC LOUNGE 

XOTICA-GO-GO
FRI 19 – DREAM ON 

MOTORBOOTY ROUND 3
SAT 20 – DANTE'S 

FIRE ENTERTAINER OF THE YEAR
SAT 20 – THE LOUNGE 

MOTORBOOTY ROUND 4
SUN 21 – DANTE'S – SINFERNO CABARET

THU 25 – X EXOTIC LOUNGE 
XOTICA-GO-GO

FRI 26 — DANTE'S 
POLEROTICA 2023 FINALS

SAT 27 – GUILTY PLEASURES 
MOTORBOOTY FINALS

SAT 27 – STARS CABARET (SALEM) 
SALUTE TO OUR VETERANS

SUN 28 – DANTE'S – SINFERNO CABARET

THE P-TOWN HAPS

Yay—it’s May! The month named after the Greek 
goddess and nymph Maia—her symbol being �ow-
ers quite �tting indeed, as blossoming commences 
from what once was a seed. Fresh beginnings of 
summer are on the horizon! From May Day to Star 
Wars Day, Cinco de Mayo, and Memorial Day (every-
one's favorite long weekend because it kicks o� with 
Polerotica �nals, of course), May is certainly a worthy 
month to celebrate. And with all shameless self-pro-
motion aside, there’s plenty going on in the industry 
this month! 

Starting at X Exotic Lounge downtown, May the 4th Be 
With You for Xotica-Go-Go on…yeah, Thursday, May 4, 
and every Thursday throughout May! Then on Friday, 
May 5, Stars Cabaret (Bridgeport) is throwing a Cinco de 
Mayo party. And while we’re talking about Stars Caba-
ret, let’s thank them for taking care of our active military, 
veterans, and �rst responders! All throughout May, it's 
Military Appreciation Month—these folks won't pay 
any cover charge and can enjoy food and drink specials. 
They go even further with a special veterans apprecia-
tion night at Stars Cabaret in Salem on Saturday, May 27. 
Thank you for your service!

What about industry contests, you may ask? We have two 
such o�erings for you, my beloved connoisseurs of the 
�eshy arts. DJ Dick Hennessy’s 5th Annual Motorbooty 
Twerking Competition kicks o� on Saturday, May 6, at The 
Venue Gentlemen's Club. Make sure to check out all the 
dates on page 36!

And then, there was one… 

POLEROTICA 2023

Well..well..well…it’s hard to believe we're already at the 
halfway point of the contest! If you haven't made it to one 
of the quali�er rounds so far, you're de�nitely missing some 
fantastic performances and industry moments!

We'd like to congratulate all of our qualifying �nalists to date:

Round 1:  Vendetta from Lucky Devil, Shayla from Guilty Plea-
sures, and Destiny from Guilty Pleasures
Round 2:  Decadence From Stars Cabaret (Salem), Synn from 
Stars Cabaret (Salem), and Cherry from Stars Cabaret (Salem) 
Round 3:  Raven Lynx from Kit Kat Club, Lexi from Club Sin-
Rock, and Harlow Quinzel from Kit Kat Club

(Check out the left-hand page to see photos of all the above-
mentioned �nalists in action during their qualifying set.)

Don't miss the last three qualifying rounds: Friday, May 5 at X 
Exotic Lounge, Friday, May 12 at Dream On Saloon, and Thurs-
day, May 18 at Cabaret! Then, it's the ultimate pole showdown 
at the Finals, Friday, May 26, at Dante's in Downtown Portland. 
Don’t miss this night!

May the fuzz be with you!
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The short answer is no. But what sucks is it’s 
happening whether we need it or not. Unlike 
the three waves of ska—which were not only 
necessary but inevitable—the three waves of 
emo, to date, are a bit harder to parse out and 
sadly reveal a tragic, full collapse (sorry, I had 
to) of the American Empire as a whole. Also...
unlike the three waves of ska, which actually 
had huge generational gaps, and with each 
wave signifying a rediscovery and reinterpre-
tation, the waves of emo are actually more 
like one slow-burn, catastrophic tsunami, 
which crested and made landfall in every 
white American suburb in the mid-2000s. This 
bubbling fourth wave that’s coming, whether 
we are ready for it or not, is more of a literal 
second wave, since there’s that generational 
gap and rediscovery process. Since there is no 
stopping this follow-up tsunami, we might as 
well prepare for it, and you, the reader, might 
as well learn how we got here.

A little history, �rst. Emo started in 1985 with 
Rites of Spring’s �rst and only album. This 
start date is about as accurate as saying punk 
started in 1976, with Ramones’ debut. It’s sim-
ply a nice, clean, easy start date. Obviously, 
punk, hardcore, and post-hardcore bands in 
the late ‘70s and early ‘80s were dealing with 
more personal and self-searching issues in 
lyrical content. Have you ever read any Henry 
Rollins-era Black Flag lyrics? Dude is literally 
using being in a band as a substitute for ther-
apy. Strip away the self-righteousness, and 
Minor Threat’s “In My Eyes” is essentially an 
emo song. But either way, Rites of Spring’s de-
but is simply a nice goalpost we can start at.

This “�rst wave” in Washington, DC, was fairly 

limited to that city, with bands like Rites of 
Spring, Embrace, and Dag Nasty. Basically, 
anything on Dischord Records in the ‘80s can 
be considered Emo Mark I. So what’s the con-
necting thread? The impetus? Musically, it 
makes sense. Young people like playing loud, 
energetic rock music, and if you’re not that 
politically literate, what are you gonna sing 
about? Your feewlingz. That’s the lazy, plebi-
an explanation. I think there was something 
more nefarious at work. Where and when are 
we? Fucking DC in the ‘80s! We are smack dab 
in the middle of Regean’s Evangelical Theo-
cratic Capitalist Hellscape! While these spry, 
young punk rockers may not have been in-
tentionally responding to the cruel gutting 
of any and all possible economic future for 
themselves, I’m a �rm believer that the envi-
ronment you live and breathe in permeates 
your art. You see the high-rise buildings shoot 
up and the homeless shelters and mental 
health clinics shutter—the garbage piles up 
as trade unions �ght their last heroic stand 
before �nally getting swept under the neolib-
eral juggernaut façade of happiness. A new 
class of coke-raddled business elites in yellow 
ties step over droves of homeless that just got 
kicked out of those evil, taxpayer-burdening, 
nanny state establishments.

The left-wing political ire of English punk and 
bored apathy of the New York brand (and, to 
an extent, the earlier stu� in Detroit) clearly 
did nothing. Bad Brains started o� the de-
cade strong with some tight, succinct politi-
cal grievances delivered at lightning speed, 
but they quickly �zzled out into a wash 
of drugged-out reggae without getting a 
movement going. I think sad suburban in-
trospection was really the only thing left to 
sing about. The powers that be cannot be 
destroyed or dissuaded with music, so fuck 
it, let’s just read our diary but jump around 
while doing it.

The second “wave” is a little more di�cult to 
pin down but is largely referring to the “Mid-
west emo” phenomenon of the mid-’90s. 
Again, when you zoom into the nitty gritty, it 
really does start looking like one big tsunami 
rather than separate waves since we got a 
direct line from the initial DC scene to Fugazi 
and Jawbreaker in 1990, which is spitting dis-
tance from Sunny Day Real Estate’s ‘94 debut 
masterpiece—vaguely the beginning of this 
second wave. Yes, I realize Seattle isn’t in the 
Midwest, but it was hit just as hard by the 
neoliberal gilded age of the ‘90s. The glossy, 
end-of-history era where all major American 
producers outsourced their labor to coun-
tries where they could get away with shame-
less worker exploitation, and literally all the 
money was funneled to douchey tech start-
ups, as this awful homunculus known as the 
internet was congealing into existence. This 
is where a more recognizable style known 
as emo �ourishes, with The Get Up Kids, The 
Promise Ring, Cap’n Jazz, and Mineral provid-
ing the soundtrack for disa�ected suburban 
youth across the nation. Again, while most of 
these bands were probably not consciously 
commenting on the literal dissolution of the 
American Dream before their very eyes, it was 
in the air they were breathing, especially in 
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Rust Belt cities that were essentially emptied of any hope for the 
future (i.e., manufacturing jobs where you could put in 20 years 
and at least come out of it with a house). They were told to just 
learn to code. This is where the suburban vibe really becomes part 
of the fabric of emo since it’s in these disgusting sprawls that kids 
made bands in garages with, again, nothing to sing about except 
diary entries because there’s literally nothing else going on.

Although the third wave was able to break through with the help 
of pop punk exploding across malls in the mid-’90s and arguably 
the �rst third wave emo albums came out in 1999 with Saves The 
Day’s Through Being Cool and Thursday’s Waiting—the pivotal 
moment is de�nitely the towers falling on 9/11, with Gerard Way 
literally witnessing the disaster �rsthand and deciding then to 
quit his job and make My Chemical Romance. This timeline is arbi-
trary, but I feel like this third and most infamous wave (in that it’s 
easy to make fun of cause of the guyliner and side-swiped bangs) 
can be roughly placed between 2001 to 2008, between the towers 
falling and the recession, where the absolute failure of the Ameri-
can Empire and its inevitable decline, could no longer be hidden. 
It was right out in the open for all to see. Makes sense why this last 
wave-slash-crest of the tsunami started in New Jersey (and New 
York, depending on where you consider Brand New hails from) 
since they were closest to the epicenter. I think it makes sense that 
this wave was the most theatrical. At this point, the absurdity of 
the tactics of those in power, especially during the Bush admin-
istration, needed an equally absurd response. Again, none of this 
is intentional (except with Gerard Way, since he said as much, and 
the folks in Thursday have said on stage that a lot of the early stu� 
was in direct response to rampant government corruption). But if 
you can’t escape it, it’s gonna come through your art—like pour-
ing food coloring in your plant’s water.

This may seem really tinfoil hat to most of you, but I promise I’m 
getting to a point. Because, again, the fourth wave of emo is com-
ing. It’s already upon us. I’m just trying to help you, dear reader, 
to �gure out why the fuck it’s happening. If ever there was a time 
when the youth felt particularly powerless, unable to fathom any-
thing resembling �nancial stability or even safety with all the geo-
political chaos, it is now. And even though it seems this would be 
the generation to be more politically engaged and more involved 
in their communities, the last few election cycles have all but 
proven that nothing is going to change, and the people in power 
are only going to work to keep that power. They were told to vote, 
they did, and rent is still skyrocketing while we’re still throwing 
missiles in every direction. It’s nice to see some Starbucks and 
Amazon warehouses unionizing, and it was kind of a relief that an 
unintelligent, failed reality TV star that wears a diaper didn’t get a 
second term as President...but still, everything feels pretty stag-
nant and hopeless. Time to break out the diary and jump around 
in the community center event hall! Whether or not America needs 
a fourth wave of emo, we certainly deserve it. 



So frequently in our lives, there are those oc-
casions where the idea of “blending in seam-
lessly with the wall so the embarrassment 
over your drunken texts from last night” will 
be obscured. But sadly, humans are not great 
at blending in with one another. In fact, we 
typically prefer to make individualistic idiocy 
a competitive sport, at least here in the West-
ern world. There are, however, a vast number 
of species that excel at making themselves 
nigh on invisible. Insects, amphibians, mam-
mals, reptiles, �sh, that weird rotting leaf over 
there? No, wait, that’s a...

Dead Leaf Butter�y

The Dead Leaf Butter�y is truly a unique crea-
ture. When viewed from above with wings 
spread, these lovely insects look very much 
like your typical butter�y, as �ashy as a cheap 
pair of sparkly platform heels and just as likely 
to fall into pieces the minute you try, in vain, 
to waddle precariously in them. Once they 
(the butter�ies, not the shoes) come to rest 
and fold their wings into a position of repose, 
their appearance shifts. Not to prolong the 
shoe analogy too far, but how nice a pair of 
fancy sneakers can look on the top; however, 
if you’ve walked through any Walmart park-
ing lot and then seen the underside of your 
new footwear, you’ll get where I’m going 
here. The dead leaf butter�y, once it comes 
to rest and closes its wings, looks exactly like 
what it’s named after. Not just being a contin-
uous dull brown but having shades of mock 
decay, veins, and even smears of faux bird 
shit to bring it all together. You’d have to be 
a con�dent or desperate predator to chomp 
down on a bird poop-covered leaf on the o� 
chance it might be a yummy butter�y treat. 
Still better looking (and tasting) than the sole 
of a sneaker after a Walmart visit, though, no 
matter what.  

Leaf Litter Toad

Much in the style of the dead leaf butter�ies, 

these ribbit bros do their very best to look 
like dead and fallen organic debris. Unlike the 
aforementioned insects, these guys would be 
much more of a tripping hazard. Less �appy, 
more squishy underfoot, but just as impres-
sive at masquerading at rotting detritus. 
#Goals.

Sexy Cephalopods

If you bothered to �nish grade school (fuckin’ 
nerd), you’d know that octopuses are wicked 
smart and damn good at the whole camou-
�age game. Far superior, though, are cuttle-
�sh. A member of the same aquatic associa-
tion, cuttle�sh really steal the spotlight as far 
as the variety of colors, textures, and patterns 
they are able to produce. What really brings 
them to the top of the incognito game, how-
ever, are their mating habits. In an evolution-
ary angle that would infuriate Andrew Tate, 
cuttle�sh really do illustrate the e�ectiveness 
of the so-called beta male. Some cuttle�sh 
are what you might call Chad. The chicks love 
Chad. Big, dumb, and strong. Chad gets the 
girl, mates, and hangs out—guarding her af-
ter the deed to make sure her babies will be 
his. He’s looking for some stranger while si-
multaneously trying to prevent her from wan-
dering o�, though, and does get distracted. 
Another cute Cephachick comes along to join 
his harem, and Chad is too busy to notice that 
Cephachick is actually ye olde “Beta Male” in 
disguise. “Cephachick” (who’s just conduct-
ing an elaborate drag by hiding a couple of 
tentacles and low-key camou�aging his col-
oration) mates surreptitiously with Chad’s 
kept woman and then splits in a major hurry. 
This cross-dressing may seem simple because 
essentially all it requires is advanced tucking 
of gonads, but ultimately it means beta dude 
has as much chance of passing on his genes 
as Chad-o-pod. Brains or brawn? How about 
both?

Stone�sh

Let’s make this clear. We left the ocean for a 
reason. Sure, in many ways, it (the sea, that is) 
is super amenable to life, but the competition 
is �erce. Like buying beachfront property in 
an up-and-coming hipster neighborhood, 
real estate is never easy. The tougher the city, 
the more the basic bitches migrate to the 

suburbs. Stone�sh live downtown and have 
for as long as they can remember. Rent con-
trol. They’re in the same family as scorpion-
�sh—all poisonous, toxic, and largely deadly 
to humans. Their venom consists of a pro-
teinaceous toxin called verrucotoxin, which 
causes intense pain, respiratory weakness, 
damage to the cardiovascular system, con-
vulsions, and paralysis, sometimes leading to 
death. Also, they look exactly like something 
that would feel great if you just took your �ip-
�ops o� and...oh dear god, I can’t feel my feet 
(wheezing)! You should probably just put up 
your house as an Airbnb or get a timeshare 
or whatever. This beach is fucking dangerous.

Plants

Fritillaria delavayi happens to be a plant 
that’s lived amongst some mighty adverse 
conditions. Sometimes adversity breeds 
strength, sometimes PTSD, and occasionally 
both. This one is like us in so, so many ways. 
At �rst young and green, it blends in with al-
most nothing. In its youth, it’s independent, 
prominent, and bright; but the older it gets, 
the more it looks like nothing. Seamlessly, it 
blends in with the dull gray and brown hues 
of the rocks it grows amongst. Eventually, one 
can hardly tell the di�erence between rock 
and plant, all youthful uniqueness crushed 
in the wheels of an adherence to mediocrity. 
Just like how modern society forms us all into 
automatons following structural norms like 
paying taxes, getting jobs, wearing pants and 
adding your mom on Facebook.

Please be aware that this is part one of a se-
ries because wacky physical subterfuge in the 
animal kingdom is a subject that absolutely 
cannot even be addressed in one puny arti-
cle. Two or three, maybe, but for sure, not one.

Esmeralda Marina is anti-pants. She can be 
found on Facebook as Esmeralda Marina or Ins-
tagram as @esmeraldasilentcitadel if you feel the 
need to hurl fan letters at her.
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S T R I P  C L U B S  

82ND STRIP 45  FOOD LOTTERY
7737 SE 82nd Ave |  (503) 771-0096
Daily 12pm-1:30am 
ACROPOLIS 1  FOOD LOTTERY
8325 SE McLoughlin Blvd | (503) 231-9611
Daily 11am-12am
ANGELS 39  FOOD 
10335 SE Foster Rd | (503) 889-0916
Daily 1pm-1:30am
BOTTOMS UP! 5  FOOD LOTTERY
16900 NW St Helens Rd | (503) 621-9844
Tue-Sun 12pm-12am
CABARET 7  FOOD 
17544 SE Stark St | (503) 252-3529
Daily 2pm-2:30am
CLUB DETOUR 22  FOOD 
215 W Burnside St | (971) 385-1896
Wed-Sat 7pm-2:30am
CLUB ROUGE 48  FOOD LOTTERY
Portland: 403 SW Harvey Milk St | (503) 227-3936
Daily 5pm-2am
Beaverton: 8687 SW Hall Blvd | (971) 266-8340
Daily 11am-2am 
CLUB SINROCK 23  FOOD LOTTERY
12035 NE Glisan St | (503) 889-0332
Daily 4pm-2:30am
CLUB TEASE 21  FOOD 
4523 NE 60th Ave | (503) 288-9771
Mon-Thu 11am-12:30am, Fri-Sat 11am-9pm 
COLUMBIA STRIP 32  FOOD LOTTERY
605 N Columbia Blvd | (503) 289-1351
Sun-Thu 12pm-1:30am Fri-Sat 12pm-2:30am
DESIRE 18  FOOD LOTTERY
535 NE Columbia Blvd | (971) 339-2198
Daily 3pm-2:30am
DEVILS POINT 12  FOOD LOTTERY
5305 SE Foster Rd | (503) 774-4513
Daily 11am-2:30am 
DIAMONDS 62  FOOD LOTTERY
318 SW 3rd Ave | (503) 206-7133
Daily 6pm-2:30am
DREAM ON 16  FOOD LOTTERY
15920 SE Stark St | (503) 253-8765
Daily 11am-1am
DV8 17  FOOD LOTTERY
5021 SE Powell Blvd | (503) 788-7178
Daily 12pm-2:15am
THE GOLD CLUB 72  FOOD LOTTERY
17180 SE McLoughlin Blvd | (503) 908-1177
Daily 12pm-12am 
GUILTY PLEASURES 28  FOOD LOTTERY
13639 SE Powell Blvd | (503) 760-8128
Sun-Wed 5pm-2am, Thu-Sat 2pm-2am

HAWTHORNE STRIP 19  FOOD LOTTERY
3532 SE Powell Blvd | (503) 232-9516
Daily 2pm-2:30am
KIT KAT CLUB 69  FOOD LOTTERY
231 SW Ankeny St | (503) 208-3229
Daily 4pm-2:30am
THE LOUNGE 30  FOOD LOTTERY
6210 NE Columbia Blvd | (503) 281-3212
Daily 12pm-2am
LUCKY DEVIL LOUNGE 47  FOOD LOTTERY
633 SE Powell Blvd | (503) 206-7350
Daily 11am-2:30am
MAGIC TAVERN 68  FOOD
2460 NW 24th Ave | (503) 894-8436 
Open Sun-Thu 11am-1am, Fri-Sat 11am-2am
MARY’S CLUB 25  FOOD LOTTERY
503 W Burnside St | (503) 227-3023
Daily 11:30am-2:30am
REVEAL LOUNGE 4  FOOD LOTTERY
8345 SW Barbur Blvd | (503) 477-6628
Daily 4pm-2:30am
RIVERSIDE CORRAL 31  FOOD LOTTERY
545 SE Tacoma St | (503) 232-6813
Mon-Sat 11am-2:30am, Sun 1pm-1am
THE RUNWAY GENTLEMEN’S CLUB 55  FOOD LOTTERY
1735 SE Tualatin Valley Hwy | (503) 640-4086
Wed-Sun 6pm-2am
THE SANDY JUG 29  FOOD LOTTERY
7417 NE Sandy Blvd | (503) 287-8900
Daily 2pm-2:30am
SASSY’S 34  FOOD LOTTERY
927 SE Morrison St | (503) 231-1606
Daily 10:30am-2:30am 
STARS CABARET BRIDGEPORT 50  FOOD LOTTERY
17939 SW McEwan Rd | (503) 726-2403
Mon-Sat 11am-2:30am, Sun 4pm-2:30am
THE SUNSET STRIP 37  FOOD LOTTERY
10205 SW Park Way | (503) 297-8466
Mon-Fri 11:30am-2:30am, Sat 4pm-2:30am,
Sun 5pm-2:30am
THE VENUE GENTLEMEN’S CLUB 52  FOOD LOTTERY
9950 SE Stark St | (503) 477-9523
Daily 10am-2:30am
TROPHY’S XXXPORTS BAR AND STRIP 40  FOOD LOTTERY
8000 SE Foster Rd | (971) 230-0047
Daily 11am-2:30am
X EXOTIC LOUNGE 35  FOOD
15 SW 2nd Ave | (503) 790-9090
Daily 7pm-2:30am
XPOSE 70  FOOD LOTTERY
10140 SW Canyon Rd | (503) 430-5364
Daily 3pm-2:30am

E V E R Y T H I N G  E L S E
ADAM & EVE 121
9220 SW Barbur Blvd #115 | (503) 224-1604
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-11pm
ALL ADULT SUPER SHOP 103
14555 SE McLoughlin Blvd | (503) 652-2004
Daily 24 hours
BLACK DIAMOND RECORDING STUDIOS 100
1424 SE 162nd Ave | (503) 477-6523
Daily 7am-9pm
EYE CANDY FASHIONS 171
10412 SE 82nd Ave | (503) 771-0080
Mon-Fri 10am-8pm, Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 12pm-5pm
1310 SE 7th Ave | (971) 666-0237
Mon-Sat 12pm-8pm, Sun 12pm-5pm
FANTASY FOR ADULTS ONLY (4) 180
3137 NE Sandy Blvd | (503) 239-6969
Daily 10am-12am 
1703 W Burnside St | (503) 295-6969
Daily 12pm-8pm
15536 SE 82nd Dr | (503) 203-6969
Daily 12pm-8pm
6440 SW Coronado St | (503) 244-6969
Daily 10am-12am
FANTASYLAND (2) 116
5228 SE Foster Rd | (503) 775-0094
Daily 24 hours
16016 SE 82nd Dr | (503) 655-4667
Daily 24 hours
HOT BOX 157
3785 SW Hall Blvd | (503) 574-4057
Daily 10am-9pm
JUST BLISS 158
6712 NE Sandy Blvd | (503) 384-2373
Call For Hours 
LOVE TOYS 123
10660 SE Division St | (503) 257-6881
Daily 24 hours
MR. PEEP’S / MR. PEEP’S TOO (2) 162
13355 SW Henry St | (503) 643-6645
20625 SW TV Hwy, Aloha OR | (503) 356-5624
Daily 24 hours
PASSIONATE DREAMS  130
6644 SE 82nd Ave | (503) 775-6665
Daily 10am-4am 
PDX PEACHES  148
9243 NE Glisan St | (503) 444-7155
Daily 24 Hours
PEEP HOLE 131
709 SE 122nd Ave | (503) 257-8617
Daily 24 hours

PUSSYCATS 134
3414 NE 82nd Ave | (503) 477-7019
10813 SW Barbur Blvd | (503) 206-5356
Daily 24 hours
SHEENA’S GSPOT 137
8315 SW Barbur Blvd | (503) 972-1111
Daily 24 hours
SILVER SPOON 139
8521 SW Barbur Blvd | (503) 245-0489
Mon-Sat 10am-7pm, Sun 11am-5pm
SYLVIA’S PLAYHOUSE 163
8226 NE Fremont St | (503) 568-4090
Daily 24 hours
TABOO VIDEO (4) 144
Downtown: 311 NW Broadway | (503) 227-3443
Daily 11am-12am
Portland: 237 SE MLK Blvd | (503) 239-1678
Daily 10am-12am
Portland: 2330 SE 82nd Ave | (503) 206-4708
Daily 10am-2am
Portland: 14712 SE Stark St  | (971) 888-5159
Daily 10am-12am
Vancouver: 4811 NE 94th Ave | (360) 254-1126
Daily 8am-11pm
TORCHED ILLUSIONS 149
17935 SW Tualatin Valley Hwy | (503) 259-2310
Daily 6am-12am
TORCHED ILLUSIONS II 169
12963 SW Pacific Hwy | (503) 430-5140
Daily 11am-10pm
THE VELVET ROPE 101
3533 SE César E Chávez Ave | (971) 271-7064
Thu 8pm-2am, Fri-Sat 8:30pm-4am,
Sun 8pm-2am
VICTRESS ENTERTAINMENT 156
7303 SE 82nd Ave | (503) 788-3354 
Call For Hours
X-OTIC TAN 129
8431 SE Division | (503) 257-0622
Daily 24 hours
X-SENSUAL 126
3520 NE 82nd Ave | (503) 954-3115 
9061 NE Sandy Blvd | (503) 477-7210
5226 SE Foster Rd | (503) 477-4614
Daily 24 Hours

D I S P E N S A R I E S
MARIJUANA PARADISE B
9663 SW Barbur Blvd | (503) 206-7462
Daily 10am-8pm
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A L B A N Y
 ADULT SHOP 
3404 Spicer Dr SE / (541) 812-2522
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am

A S T O R I A
 ANNIE’S SALOON 
2897 Marine Dr / (503) 325-2746
Full Bar, 1 Stage
Tue-Sat 5pm-2:30am

B E N D
IMAGINE THAT 
197 NE Third St / (541) 312-8100
Videos, Mags, Toys, Body Jewelry, Novelty Gifts
24 Hours / 7 Days
STARS CABARET 
197 NE 3rd St / (541) 388-4081
Full Bar, Full Menu, Beautiful Dancers
6pm-2:30am / 7 Days

C O O S  B AY
BACHELOR'S INN 
63721 Edward Rd / (541) 266-8827
Strip Club, Fine Food, Fancy Ladies, Cocktials
& Lottery
Mon-Sat 4pm-2:30am, Sun 6pm-2:30am 

C O R V A L L I S
EVA’S BOUTIQUE 
2315 NW 9th St / (541) 754-7039
Huge Selection Of Lingerie, Shoes,  
Dancewear, Novelties, Gift Cards & More
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri & Sat 10am-12am

E U G E N E
ADULT SHOP 
90 Holeman Ave / (541) 688-5411
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am
ADULT SHOP 
86784 Franklin Blvd / (541) 636-3203
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am
B&B DISTRIBUTORS 
710 W 6th Ave / (541) 683-8999
Videos, Arcade, Clothing, Novelties, Viewing Room
24 Hours / 7 Days
EVA’S BOUTIQUE  
720 Garfield St / (541) 345-2873
Huge Selection Of Lingerie, Shoes,  
Dancewear, Novelties, Gift Cards & More
Sun-Thu 12pm-10pm, Fri-Sat 12pm-12am
THE NILE 
1030 Highway 99 N / (541) 688-1869
Full Bar, Full Menu, Dancers
Mon-Sat 12pm-2am, Sun 3pm-12am
SILVER DOLLAR CLUB 
2620 W 10th Pl / (541) 485-2303
Full Bar, Food, 3 Stages
Mon-Sat 11:30am-2:30am, Sun 6pm-2:30am

G E R V A I S
LAST CHANCE SALOON 
7650 Checkerboard Ct / (503) 792-5100
Full Bar, Lottery, 1 Stage
12pm-2:30am / 7 Days

K L A M AT H  F A L L S
THE ALIBI 
5711 S 6th St / (541) 882-0145
1Stage, Private Dances, Full Bar, Lottery
3pm-2:30am / 7 Days

L I N C O L N  C I T Y
IMAGINE THAT  
2159 NW Highway 101, Ste C / (541) 996-6600
(Downstairs When Entering From Highway 101)
Videos, Magazines, Toys, Body Jewelry, Novelty Gifts
Sun-Thu 9am-11pm, Fri-Sat 24 Hours

M E D F O R D
ADULT SHOP 
261 Barnett Rd / (541) 772-5220
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am

N E W P O R T
SPICE ADULT EMPORIUM 
611 SW Coast Highway / (541) 574-6969
Videos, Magazines, Multi-Channel Arcade
24 Hours / 7 Days

O A K L A N D
ADULT SHOP 
726 John Long Rd / (541) 849-3344
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am

R O S E B U R G
FILLED WITH FUN 
2498 Old Highway 99E S / (541) 957-3741
Novelties, Videos, Arcade, Toys, Magazines
Mon-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri 10am-12am,  
Sat 11am-12am, Sun 12pm-9pm

S A L E M
ADULT SHOP 
155 Lancaster Dr SE / (503) 585-8288
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am
ADULT SHOP 
3113 River Rd N / (503) 390-4371
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 12pm-10pm, Fri-Sat 12pm-12am
BOB’S ADULT BOOKS 
3815 State St / (503) 363-3846
Adult Books, Videos, Arcade & Mini-Theater 
9am-2am / 7 Days
CHEETAHS XXX CABARET  
3453 Silverton Rd NE / (503) 316-6969
18+ Juice Bar
Tue-Thu 7pm-4am, Fri-Sat 7pm-5am & Sun 
7pm-4am
DIZZY’S SMOKE SHOP 
1051 Commercial St SE / (503) 585-0050
4823 Commercial St SE / (503) 385-1564
21+ Head Shop & Gift Shop
10am-8pm / 7 Days 
EVA’S BOUTIQUE  
3593 Silverton Rd NE / (503) 385-8111
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am
5530 Commercial St SE / (503) 763-6754
Sun-Thu 12pm-10pm, Fri-Sat 12pm-12am
2410 Mission St SE / (503) 763-3556
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am
Huge Selection Of Lingerie, Shoes,  
Dancewear, Novelties, Gift Cards & More
THE FIREHOUSE CABARET 
5782 Portland Rd NE / (503) 393-4782
Full Bar, Full Menu, Lottery
Mon-Sat 12pm-2:30am, Sun 6pm-2:30am
SPICE ADULT EMPORIUM 
3473 Silverton Rd NE / (503) 370-7080
Videos, Magazines, Multi Ch. Arcade
24 Hours / 7 Days
STARS CABARET 
1550 Weston Ct NE / (503) 370-8063
Full Bar, Full Menu, Sports Room, 4 Stages
Mon-Sat 11am-2:30am, Sun 4pm-2:30am
SUGAR SHACK GENTLEMEN’S CLUB 
3803 Commercial St SE / (503) 339-7368
Full Bar, Full Menu, Light-Up Dance Floor And Pole
Sun-Thu 12pm-12am, Fri-Sat 12pm-2am
VIXENS 
3815 State St / (971) 304-7082
Lingerie Modeling
24 Hours / 7 Days

S P R I N G F I E L D
BOBBI’S VIP ROOM 
1195 Main St / (541) 844-1019
Full Bar, Full Menu, 4 Stages
Mon-Sat 12pm-2:30am 
EVA’S BOUTIQUE  
3270 Gateway St C / (541) 726-2445  
Huge Selection Of Lingerie, Shoes,  
Dancewear, Novelties, Gift Cards & More
Sun-Thu 12pm-10pm, Fri-Sat 12pm-12am
EXCLUSIVELY ADULT 
1166 South A St / (541) 726-6969
Videos, Mags, Clothes, Novelties, Arcade
Mon-Tue 8am-12am, Wed-Sun 24 Hours

T H E  D A L L E S
ADULT SHOP 
3506 W 6th St / (541) 298-1874
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am

MON-SAT 11AM-1AM, SUN 11AM-12AMB R E M E R T O N  
ADULTS ONLY BREMERTON 
317 N Callow Ave / (360) 627-7318
DVDs, Books, Magazines, Novelties & Arcade
Sun-Thu 10am-12am, Fri-Sat 10am-2am 
ELMO’S ADULT BOOKS & VIDEO 
338 N Callow Ave / (360) 373-0551
DVDs, Books, Magazines, Novelties & Arcade 
Mon-Sat 9am-1am, Sun 10am-10pm
Mon-Sat 9am-1am, Sun 10am-10pmC E N T R A L I A  
PARADISE FOR ADULTS ONLY 
1011 S Gold St / (360) 807-8932
Adult Products & Smoke Supplies 
Mon-Sat 10am-2am, Sun 12pm-12am

D E S  M O I N E S
AIRPORT VIDEO 2 
21635 Pacific Highway S / (206) 878-7780
Theater, Arcade, Video Peep Shows, Movies,
Novelties & Toys
10am-2am / 7 Days

E V E R E T T
AIRPORT VIDEO 1 
11732 Airport Rd / (425) 290-7555
Theater, Arcade, Videos, Magazines, Novelties
Daily 10am-1am

K E N N E W I C K
CASTLE MEGASTORE 
522 N Columbia Center Blvd / (509) 374-8276
Essentials For Lovers
Sun-Thu 10am-11pm, Fri-Sat 10am-1am

K E N T
KINX ADULT SHOP 
604 Central Ave S / (253) 200-4200
Adult Products & Smoke Supplies
Mon-Thu 11am-10pm, Fri-Sat 11am-11pm,  
Sun 12pm-6pm

L A K E W O O D
LIBERTY BOOK STORE 
3710 100th St SW / (253) 581-0362
Videos, Magazines, Books, Arcade
Sun-Thu 8am-12am, Fri-Sat 8am-1am

LY N N W O O D
DEANNA’S VIDEO 
15329 Highway 99 / (425) 742-7747
Videos, Magazines, Arcade, Novelties, Toys
9am-11pm / 7 Days

P A S C O
ELMO’S ADULT BOOKS & VIDEO 
3724 N Rainier Ave / (509) 547-5341
DVDs, Books, Magazines, Novelties & Arcade
Mon-Sat 9am-12am, Sun 10am-10pm

R E N T O N
CLUB SINROCK 
208 SW 16th St / (425) 255-3110
18+ Gentlemen’s Club, 1 Stage, ATM
6pm-2am / 7 Days

S E AT T L E
FANTASY UNLIMITED SLU 
2027 Westlake Ave / (206) 682-0167
Toys, Lingerie, Novelties & Books
Mon-Thu, 10am-10pm Fri-Sat 10am-12am,  
Sun 12pm-8pm
FANTASY UNLTD AT THE MARKET 
1510 1st Ave / (206) 624-1784
DVDs, Toys, Lingerie, Novelties, Books, Theater & Arcade
Sun-Thu 10am-8pm Fri-Sat 10am-12am
HOLLYWOOD EROTIC BOUTIQUE 
12706 Lake City Way NE / (206) 363-0056
DVDs, Toys, Novelties, Lingerie, Theater
24 Hours / 7 Days
JOES’ BAR & GRILL 
500 S King St / (206) 223-9266
Drinks, Pull Tabs, Pool Table
10am-2am / 7 Days 
SUGAR’S 
10338 Aurora Ave N / (206) 523-1227
18+, 1 Stage, VIP Area, ATM
10am-2:30am / 7 Days
TABOO VIDEO 
9813 16th Ave SW / (206) 767-4855
DVDs, Novelties, Arcade, Theater, Best Prices
Sun-Tue 10am-10pm, Wed-Sat 10am-12am
THE PLAYGROUND CABARET 
7509 15th Ave NW / (206) 782-1225
18+ Gentlemen’s Club (No Cover), Private Rooms
Pool, ATM
Mon-Sat 11am-2:30am, Sun 5pm-2:30am 
VIDEO VIDEOS 
10326 Lake City Way NE / (206) 523-5973
DVDs, Magazines, Books, Toys, Novelties, 
Theater
10am-1am / 7 Days

S P O K A N E
HOLLYWOOD EROTIC BOUTIQUE 
3813 N Division St / (509) 324-8961
DVDs, Toys, Novelties, Lingerie
Mon-Thu 9am-12am, Fri-Sat 9am-2am, 
Sun 12pm-10pm

S P O K A N E  V A L L E Y
CASTLE MEGASTORE 
11324 E Sprague Ave / (509) 893-1180
Essentials For Lovers
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-1am
HOLLYWOOD EROTIC BOUTIQUE 
9611 E Sprague Ave / (509) 928-9499
DVDs, Toys, Novelties, Lingerie, Theater
24 Hours / 7 Days

TA C O M A
CASTLE MEGASTORE 
6015 Tacoma Mall Blvd / (253) 471-0391
Essentials For Lovers
Sun-Thu 12pm-9pm, Fri-Sat 11am-11pm

T O L E D O
RED’S DESIRE ADULT STORE 
431 State Route 506 / (360) 864-6630
DVDs, Books, Magazines, Novelties & Arcade
Mon-Sat 11am-9pm

O R E G O N

W A S H I N G T O N

DID WE MISS A LOCATION?
EMAIL INFO@XMAG.COM

OR TEXT/CALL (503) 241-4317
AND LET US KNOW!
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JOIN THE SEXY GROUP AT 
SYLVIA’S PLAYHOUSE!

Upscale, Private Fetish Club Is Looking 
For Energetic, Positive & Punctual Ladies 

Between 18-35 For A Busy, 24/7, 
Big $$$ Location! Weekly Schedule Custom  

To Your Availability & NO Shift Fees!  
Apply By Email To StilettoGirls@Yahoo.com 

(Include Photo/Age/Availability) 
KIT KAT CLUB

Performers Are Welcome To Audition 
Daily Between 4pm And 5pm 

Creativity Is Encouraged 
231 SW Ankeny, In Ankeny St Alley 

Next To Voodoo Doughnut 
Text 503-919-8644 For More Information 

DV8 IS HIRING DANCERS 21+
To Set Up An Audition, Send Unfiltered 

Photos To DV8GentlemensClub@gmail.com 
HAWTHORNE STRIP

Hiring Professional Entertainers 21+
To Set Up Audition, Send Photos, 

A Brief Summary Of Your Experience 
& Contact Information To

HawthorneStrip@Gmail.com 
X EXOTIC LOUNGE

Dancers Are Welcome To Audition  
Tue-Sun Between 7pm And 8pm 

15 NW 2nd Avenue, Next To  
Ankeny Alley Text 503-919-8644  

For More Information 
DEVILS POINT & LUCKY DEVIL LOUNGE 
Now Accepting Applications For Bar Staff 

And DJs. Must Have Current And Valid 
OLCC And Food Handlers Card. Experi- 
enced And Professional Personnel Only. 

www.DevilsPointBar.com/Contact 
PDX PEACHES

The Hottest New Lingerie Shop Is Now 
Hiring - Become A Peach! 

Apply Now At PDXPeaches.com 
(Find Us On IG & Twitter: @PDX_Peaches 

& @PDX_Peaches1) 
MOTIVATED MODELS NEEDED

Gspot is hiring motivated, money-minded 
lingerie models 18+. Female owned & 

operated — the most established lingerie 
shop in PDX. Text (503) 901-1101

or email sheena@pdxgirls.com 
VICTRESS ENTERTAINMENT

NOW HIRING
Flexible Schedules, Low Fees And 

A Fun Atmosphere! Join The  
Family - Reach Out Via Instagram  

DM @VictressEntertainment Or Give  
Us A Call (503) 788-3354

NOW HIRING MODELS (18+) 
AT JUST BLISS!

No Schedule Required
No Stage Fee - Or Tip Outs

Work By Appointment (503) 384-2373  
6712 NE Sandy Blvd • Portland, OR 97213 
IG: @_Just__Bliss_ & TW: @__Just_Bliss__ 

MAGIC TAVERN
Portland’s Newest Titty Tavern Is 

Seeking Professional Dancers 
In The Heart Of Slabtown!  

Must Be 21+ With A Flexible Schedule
Full Nude And Full Bar 

Instagram @MagicTavernPDX 
TABOO ADULT VIDEO IS HIRING
Join The Team! Bring Your Résumé  

In To Any Of Our Locations.  
The Northwest’s Best Store For Adults! 

www.TabooVideo.com
FANTASYLAND ADULT VIDEO
In Clackamas, OR Is Looking To Fill  

An On-Call Janitorial Position 
Call (503) 655-4667 For Info

HYPNOX PHOTOGRAPHY
HYPNOX@GMAIL.COM

TO ADVERTISE CALL (503) 8044479

CLUB OWNERS
FIND YOUR NEXT STAR HERE!

SexyJobs.com
The #1 Resource Linking Sexy Ladies 
Looking For Adult Jobs With Those  
Wanting To Hire Them - Since 1998!

 CLUB FOXY
Come Work In Paradise And Make $$$! 

Guam’s #1 Gentlemen’s Club! Great Team! 
Professional Environment!

Alicia (671) 747-7770
ClubFoxyGuam@Gmail.com 

www.ClubFoxy.us IG: ClubFoxyGuam
CLUB USA

The Hottest Adult Nightclub In Guam
$500 Weekly Salary, Free Housing, 

Free Airfare, Drink And Dance 
Commissions Plus Tips

Contact (671) 688-5235 Or
Email Pat@ClubUSAGuam.com

NEW VIKINGS GENTLEMEN’S
CLUB OF GUAM

A Paid Vacation In Paradise! 
Free Housing On The Beach, Flight  

Reimbursement & Weekly Pay!  
www.NewVikingsGuam.com 

( 671) 988-7098 
SEATTLE DANCER$

Auditioning Daily For Girls Who 
Want To Make Fast Cash

 Call (425) 255-3110
www.ClubSinRock.com 

STARS CABARET
1550 Weston Court NE · Salem, OR

(503) 370-8063 Auditions Daily  
DANCE AT CHEETAHS IN SALEM!

Auditions 18+ 7pm-10pm
DREAM ON SALOON & THE LOUNGE

New Booking Manager
Looking For Beautiful, Professional 
Women With Good Personalities! 

Must Be 18+ 
Please Contact Bree To Set Up An  

Audition. (503) 482-4000 
STARS BRIDGEPORT

Seeking Professional Entertainers & Staff
Audition Times Mon-Thu 2pm-8pm,  
Sun 4pm-8pm Call (503) 726-2403 

CABARET
17544 SE Stark St 

Hiring Girls 18 & Over
Auditions Daily 2pm-5pm

Call (503) 252-3529 
CLUB ROUGE

Contracting Entertainers At Their 
Downtown Portland And Beaverton 

Locations. Auditions Are Held Daily From 
4pm-5pm At Downtown Portland And 

3pm-5pm At Beaverton.
GUILTY PLEASURES
GENTLEMEN’S CLUB

Hiring Dancers 18 And Over For 
Portland’s Hottest Club

Auditions Mon-Fri 
Text/Call For Auditions 

(971) 352-2414 
X-SENSUAL

Now Hiring Models 18+ 
No Experience Necessary · Flexible Hours 

Email XSensualPDX@Gmail.com  
Or Text (503) 510-7936 Or DM Us
On Instagram At XSensual_PDX,  
XSensual_Foster Or XSensual_82 

Or On Twitter At XSensualPDX 

CLASSIFIEDS
TO ADVERTISE

CALL (503) 8044479
EMAIL CLASSIFIEDS@XMAG.COM

   • MISCELLANEOUS •
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So, this year has been…continuing, 
which I suppose is all we can ask of a 
year nowadays; just continue, keep 
doing whatever it is you’re doing, and 
make us a year older. We don’t ask for 
much other than to not be worse than 
the year before. But what happens when 
it can’t even do the one thing you ask 
it to do? What are you supposed to do 
when you’re not even halfway through 
the year and now feeling permanently 
blinded by the continuous onslaught 
of lemons life keeps squeezing directly 
into your already bloodshot eyes? 

You keep going. That’s what you do. You 
soldier on, like the dog feces you just 
stepped in doesn’t exist, and you don’t 
even care about the smell because, at 
this point, you don’t care what anyone 
around you thinks. You’re basically just 
�ghting to survive, so screw everyone 
else and their problems—especially if 
it has to do with something you did or 
smell like.

But this is so much easier said than 
done, and everyone hates when some-
one tries to solve their problems, so 
instead of directly involving myself 
in your problems (which I believe I’ve 
brie�y discussed I don’t do in a few ar-
ticles past), I’ll just give it to you straight, 
and on paper. It’s like a text you don’t 
have to worry about leaving on “read” 
and not responding to. Just read it and 
do what you want after. If that includes 
sending me a box of “thank you choco-
lates,” I like dark. Real dark. So…onwards 
and upwards and forward bound, with 
the list I’ve created of ways to help you 
keep surviving after the onslaught of 

paper cuts and lemon (juice) has hit you 
directly in between your �ngers.

Lemon #1 – Your car was in an accident, 
and now you have a rental, but only 
until it’s determined if your car is worth 
salvaging or not…and they have just 
now determined your car is not worth 
salvaging, so they are taking away the 
rental car...fun! This is a fun one. Person-
al experience has granted me the abil-
ity to tell you that this really is utterly 
awful to go through for the �rst time. 
I’m jaded about it at this point, but yes, 
the �rst time is awful. So, what do you 
do? Other than determining if anyone 
is worth suing if you plan to go that 
route, I suggest going on Craigslist and 
�nding the cheapest car you can—title 
or no title. You just want something to 
get you to and from work until you save 
enough for a downpayment or outright 
cash to own a decent car. Several years 
back, I went through four $200 cars o� 
of Craigslist in one year to save enough 
to place a downpayment on a real car. 
Sure, the radiator went out on a cou-
ple of them, and they were extremely 
clunky, but they did the job, and I was 
usually able to take them to a scrap yard 
and get paid �fty bones for the scrap 
metal. Win-win.

Lemon #2 – You �nd out your rent is in-
creasing at its max, and you can’t a�ord 
to move or stay—this is another fun 
one! And usually, if I know my lemons, 
this tends to occur either right after the 
car scenario or right after the next lem-
on (which is also a doozy). What do you 
do in this situation? As hard as it is to say 
it, you have to ask for help. That’s hard 

for me to say and probably harder for 
you to do. If you have a friend, ask if you 
can pay them rent to stay with them for 
a while until you �nd a place of your 
own that won’t force you to sell plasma 
every other day just to keep the lights 
on. Times are tough, and most people 
can at least count on one other human 
being that isn’t a complete asshole and 

would be willing to see you get set up 
straight. So, couch it for a while, save 
your money as best you can, and do not 
stay at that motel on Southeast 82nd by 
the taco shop and across from the food 
carts. I don’t care how new their sign is, 
nor do I care that they still carry color 
TVs and HBO. Do not do it. 

Lemon #3 – You lost your job, and it 
couldn’t have come at a better time. 
Okay, does it ever come at a good 
time? Really? I suppose there are bet-
ter times than others; for instance, you 
have enough savings (yeah, savings…
wtf is that?) to a�ord at least one more 

This is titled “Giving Up and Sitting on the Couch 
While Drinking Whiskey”—brought to you by AI
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month’s rent and utilities (hahahaha). But that rarely 
ever happens, and people rarely can a�ord that luxury. 
So, you lost your job, and you have no savings, and your 
apartment’s rent just increased right after you lost your 
car in an accident, and your Craigslist ‘87 Corolla is on its 
last day before the temporary tag expires (and you don’t 
have the title to this thing). What do you do? Before you 
decide that all is lost, and you might as well just stand 
in the rain with your mouth open, waiting to drown like 
a turkey*, there is hope. Your job was crap—remember 
how crap it was? Me, too. Yeah, go �nd a better crap job 
until you �nd a really nice, not crap job. Crap jobs exist all 
over the place. They pay crap, and you’re doing crap—it’s 
just crap all the way around. But it’s paying, and you need 
that crap. So, put your resume all over the internet and 
walk into the day work employment building o� of 82nd 
(a lot is on 82nd), and get hired. Yeah, you’ll probably be 
taking the bus to and from places for a while, which sucks 
if you aren’t used to it. But remember that dog feces you 
stepped in earlier today? Well, you get to leave that on 
your shoe and let everyone around you smell how crap 
everything is for you right now. You get to do that for free. 
Well, I suppose for the price of bus fare, but it’s complete-
ly worth it. So, tune in to your podcast you didn’t have 
time to listen to before public transit, and let that smell 
roam free around you. It’s the smell of new beginnings, 
lemonade, and dog poop.

*Turkeys do not actually drown themselves in rainwater by 
looking up. Thank you, Snopes, for enlightening me. But I 
bet they might try if they saw their futures come Thanksgiv-
ing time! 

Hannah One Cup can be found infrequently at a couple of 
our watering holes in Portland, not trying to solve people’s 
problems while simultaneously not solving their own. She 
loves dark chocolate and whisky and was just gifted a large 
bottle of Malort straight from France…so come on over and 
have a taste of true regret! She can also be found on Face-
book by their name or TikTok @thursdaynight_depression. 
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Alcohol. Mankind has had a relation-
ship with it forever. The earliest known 
historical record of a deliberately made 
drink, a sort of wine, was from China 
in around the year 7000 B.C. It’s also a 
well-known fact that beer was impor-
tant to the ancient Egyptians, as many 
tombs had jars of beer in them, and it’s 
described as being part of the daily ra-
tion for those who were building the 
pyramids. 

Our relationship with the sauce may go 
back even further than ancient China 
or Egypt. Humans, as a species, are rare 
among creatures for our ability to me-
tabolize alcohol, but our close relatives 
in the ape family, chimps, bonobos, and 
gorillas*, also share this ability. It has 
been suggested that our pre-human 
ancestors did, too.

Early hominids, much like apes who 
cannot legally buy beer until now, most 
likely waited for things to ferment natu-
rally and then ate or drank them. “Ug, 
you leave fruit in sun, wait for smell funny, 
then eat fruit and feel real unga-bunga.” 
This suggests that we have always con-

sumed hooch since the very beginning 
of our whole species. We have clearly 
moved past eating rotten fruit and have 
taken the art of booze-making in some 
very odd directions. I’m going to cover 
some of the weirdest types of alcohol 
people have invented in their quest to 
tie one on.

Listed in no particular order.

Jeppson’s Malört

Originating at the hands of a Swedish 
immigrant to Chicago, who initially sold 
it for “medicinal use” in the early 20th 
century, Malört is a liquor �avored with 
aniseed and wormwood. It’s a modest 
liquor, at only 35% alcohol by volume 
(ABV), but the strangeness comes from 
two things: the fact that it’s pretty much 
only found in Chicago and the taste. It’s 
a bitter, herby liquor, and the �avor has 
been described in such festive ways as 
“like pencil shavings and heartbreak” or 
“taking a bite out of a grapefruit and then 
drinking a shot of gasoline.” Despite this, 
it remains reasonably popular in Chi-
town and is, in fact, gaining popularity 
because of some high-pro�le appear-

ances in TV shows, though this increase 
in interest has truly only been inside 
the city. Next time you’re there, ask for 
Malört—but be aware of its nature. I 
might suggest holding your nose.

Yogurito

It’s a liqueur, and it’s made of yogurt. 
Like many of the world’s odd things, it’s 
from Japan. Much like the Malört, that’s 
really the only place it’s consumed. Typi-
cally found at about 16% ABV, it’s fairly 
mild. If you ever wanted to get drunk on 
yogurt, this is for you. It can be taken 
straight, but most drinkers of the milky 
beverage mix it with fruit juice or soda, 
in kind of a lactose-heavy version of 
things like screwdrivers and even Mos-
cow mules. According to Suntory, the 
company which distributes this goo, 
“Yogurito is made from yogurt and tastes 
like yogurt but is not yogurt. We cannot 
say that it’s healthy.” No shit. Nothing 
about this sounds healthy for either 
mind or body.

Ant Gin

Here’s where we go deeper into the 
rabbit hole. Ant gin is from Australia 
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and was �rst produced by the Aborigi-
nal people who dwell there. It is made 
from the local green ants (Rhytidopo-
nera metallica), which are smushed 
and mixed with lime and coriander dur-
ing the distillation process. They leave 
some on the bottom of the bottle, in a 
fashion similar to the worm at the bot-
tom of mezcal. Also, much like the mez-
cal worm, they are edible if you dare. It 
is 42% ABV, meaning it’s slightly sti�er 
than your average vodka. “Ant gin mar-
tini—shaken, not stirred.”

Tuna Tears Shōchū

Another one from Japan, shōchū (which 
is incidentally, along with its Korean 
cousin Soju which is the same thing, the 
most popularly sold drink in the world, 
by volume), is a clear, wine-like spirit 
weighing in at around 22-25% alcohol. 
If you have never heard of it, despite it 
being so popular, that’s okay. It’s made 
from rice or other grain-based wine, 
which is then distilled like any old liquor 
would be. It can be made up to 55% 
ABV but is usually less than half that 
percentage. Traditionally served cold, 
you will �nd it all over most of Asia, with 
each country claiming to have invented 
it. It is also the national drink of Korea 
(both of the Koreas, from what I gather). 
What makes this so di�erent? Well, if 
you go to what is known as a “tuna den” 
or “tuna house” in Japan, which serves 
fresh seafood, you can order this drink. 
It is just your normal shōchū, but they 
squeeze the eyeball �uid from the tuna 

into your glass of liquor. Mmm, that 
tuna eye juice goes down smooth...

Smoke

A prohibition-era concoction, wherein 
folks desperate for a drink would go to 
clandestine “smoke joints” to get a glass 
of this cheap and very strong liquor. 
“What’s so odd about bathtub hooch?” 
you might ask, and here we go: smoke 
was made of pure wood alcohol, which 
is not the kind our biology can process 
well. It’s made by distilling wood chips 
and water and makes for great fuel, but 
you should not drink it. Deaths from 
the consumption of smoke were about 
one person per day, and that was just in 
the Bowery neighborhood of New York 
City, where they were actively tracking 
the stats. It’s assumed that there were 
far, far more across the land as smoke 
gained popularity. The government—
in their in�nite wisdom—thought that 
people who heard of the dangers of il-
legal booze would simply stay away. 
“Just say no.” Take a guess how that one 
turned out. At 10 cents a glass, it was 
the working man’s way to get hosed il-
legally after work, and risks be damned!

Horse Milk Wine

Known locally on the steppes of Mon-
golia as “airag” or “koumiss,” it’s a wine 
made from the milk of a horse. To even 
obtain horse milk, you have to trick the 
mare into thinking a foal is trying to 
nurse. You apparently can’t just grab 
and squeeze them fat teats and get a 
bucket like you can with cows. Suppos-
edly tasting like champagne mixed with 
sour cream, it weighs in light at only 
3-5% ABV. This means you could drink 
that sweet horse juice all day and still be 
good, so bottoms up.

Squirrel Beer

A Scottish brewing company known as 
BrewDog had crowdfunded a campaign 
to erect a new brewery in Columbus, 
Ohio, of all places. They met their goals, 
and contributors over a certain amount 
received a special gift: a bottle of 
blonde Belgian ale infused with juniper 
berries and Scottish nettles. Not so odd, 
you might think, but here’s the kicker: 
the bottle contains beer of a whopping 
55% ABV, which makes it much stron-
ger than even most whiskeys, and it is 
wrapped in a taxidermied squirrel, which 
is typically bedecked in a silly, bespoke 
out�t. The only problem—should you 
wish to get some—is that they are re-
served for those who invest more than 
$20,000 in their company. That said, you 
also get a lifetime 20% discount on all 
their products, should you cough up 
that kind of dough. The brew is called 
“The End of History” and is the world’s 
strongest beer.
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Gilpin Family Whiskey

I know what you’re thinking at this point...”So what’s the 
weird thing about this whiskey?” Well, it’s a full-bodied Eng-
lish-style whiskey, which has a smooth taste and is made 
from the urine of elderly people with diabetes. Yup, diabetic 
pee whiskey.

They harvested the urine of elderly type 1 diabetics, os-
tensibly to raise awareness of diabetes and its societal 
impact, then made it into whiskey. The idea being that 
people with diabetes excrete a lot of sugar they do not 
metabolize, and this would make fertile ground for a 
good whiskey. Should you be able to obtain some, as they 
only do limited-run batches from Britain, it comes with 
the name of the urine donor on the bottle. This gives the 
UK expression “having a piss-up” a truly double-edged 
meaning.

That concludes our list. There are many, many strange 
liquors and drinks out there, but these are some of the 
most bizarre I could �nd. Given the drinking holidays this 
month, most people will just be consuming regular old 
beer, wine, and liquors, but let it be known to explorers 
in the further reaches of experience that there are things 
out there that defy the norm and are available to those 
who would dare try them. Except smoke. Don’t try that 
one.

Drink well and be well!

-Wombstretcha

*I would totally drink beers with a chimp, bonobo, or go-
rilla, so if anyone knows one, hit me up.

Wombstretcha the Magni�cent is a pee bottle collec-
tor, horse milker, squirrel imbiber, writer, and retired 
rapper from Portland, OR. He can be found at his web-
site, wombstretcha.com, on Twitter as @wombstret-
cha503, and on MeWe.com (yay!) and Facebook.com 
(boo!), as “Wombstretcha the Magni�cent.”

4 0  e x o t i c  m a g a z i n e   |   x m a g . c o m



e x o t i c  m a g a z i n e   |   x m a g . c o m  4 1 e x o t i c  m a g a z i n e   |   x m a g . c o m  4 1



4 2  e x o t i c  m a g a z i n e   |   x m a g . c o m4 2  e x o t i c  m a g a z i n e   |   x m a g . c o m4 2  e x o t i c  m a g a z i n e   |   x m a g . c o m



e x o t i c  m a g a z i n e   |   x m a g . c o m  4 3 e x o t i c  m a g a z i n e   |   x m a g . c o m  4 3



4 4  e x o t i c  m a g a z i n e   |   x m a g . c o m



e x o t i c  m a g a z i n e   |   x m a g . c o m  4 5



4 6  e x o t i c  m a g a z i n e   |   x m a g . c o m



e x o t i c  m a g a z i n e   |   x m a g . c o m  4 7



4 8  e x o t i c  m a g a z i n e   |   x m a g . c o m


