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SUN 01 – DANTE'S – SINFERNO CABARET
WED 04 – THE SHOWDOWN – COUNTRY CABARET

THU 05 – X EXOTIC LOUNGE – STRIP CITY PRESENTS: SYRENS & SAILORS
SAT 07 – THE LOUNGE – MOTORBOOTY ROUND 1

SAT 07 – UNION JACKS – LATIN NIGHT
SUN 08 – CLUB ROUGE (PORTLAND)– MISS NUDE OREGON '25

SUN 08 – DANTE'S – SINFERNO CABARET
WED 11 – THE SHOWDOWN – COUNTRY CABARET

THU 12 – UNION JACKS – JAMESON SKREWBALL NIGHT
FRI 13 – GUILTY PLEASURES – MOTORBOOTY ROUND 2

SAT 14 – AJ'S – MOTORBOOTY ROUND 3
SUN 15 – DANTE'S – SINFERNO CABARET

TUE 17 – UNION JACKS – FEEL THE FEELS EMO NIGHT
WED 18 – THE SHOWDOWN – COUNTRY CABARET

THU 19 – CLUB DETOUR – MOTORBOOTY ROUND 4
THU 19 – X EXOTIC LOUNGE – STRIP CITY PRESENTS: TITS & GIGGLES

FRI 20 – LUCKY DEVIL – SUMMER KICK-OFF PARTY
FRI 20 – STARS CABARET (BRIDGEPORT) – WILD, WILD WEST PARTY

SAT 21 – AJ'S – ALEX & VIOLET'S BIRTHDAY PARTY
SAT 21 – DESIRE – MOTORBOOTY ROUND 5

SAT 21 – STARS CABARET (SALEM) – SUMMER KICK-OFF BBQ
SUN 22 – DANTE'S – SINFERNO CABARET

SUN 22 – UNION JACKS – BACK TO THE 2000S NIGHT
WED 25 – THE SHOWDOWN – COUNTRY CABARET

SAT 28 – GUILTY PLEASURES – MOTORBOOTY FINALS
SAT 28 – UNION JACKS – FREYJA'S BIRTHDAY PARTY
SAT 29 – AJ'S – BIKE NIGHT & WET T-SHIRT CONTEST

SUN 29 – DANTE'S – SINFERNO CABARET

HAPPY HOURS
AJ'S – 10AM-5PM

CABARET – 2PM-6PM
CLUB 205 – 10:30AM-6:30PM

DEVILS POINT – 3PM-6PM
DESIRE – 6PM-9PM

DV8 – 12PM-3PM
GUILTY PLEASURES – 12PM-8PM (SUN-THU)

THE LOUNGE – 11AM-4PM
LUCKY DEVIL – 3PM-6PM
UNION JACKS – 6PM-8PM

The warm weather is upon us, and it's the beginning of a magi-
cal time in our city—it’s o�cially Rose Festival season. Yes, my 
loyal strip club connoisseurs, our city is known not only for the 
most adult business per capita than anywhere in the world but 
also for having a deep love a�air with roses. This year marks 
the 118th Portland Rose Festival, which boasts nearly 58 years 
of seniority over P-town’s �rst strip club. We’d have to include 
brothels and “naughty” speakeasies to overcome that disparity! 
And while we’re on disparities, your favorite industry magazine 
wouldn’t arrive until 86 years after PDX’s �rst Rose Festival. At 
least we made the same century! That’s enough history for now; 
you might stop reading for fear of learning something…or apa-
thy…but I’m going with the former!

On to birthdays! On Saturday, June 21, head over to AJ’s Gentle-
men’s Club for Alex and Violet’s Birthday Party. Fast forward a 
week to Saturday, June 28, and it’s Freyja’s Birthday Party at Union 
Jacks! Make sure to drop by and buy these lovely ladies a birthday 
shot! Happy Birthday from Exotic! 

As far as other industry events and parties, there’s a special Fleet 
Week edition of our industry’s own stand-up comedy show: Tits & 
Giggles. Head to X Exotic Lounge on Thursday, June 5, for Syrens & 
Sailors! Then, your regularly scheduled Tits & Giggles will return on 
Thursday, June 19—at X Exotic Lounge, of course!

Union Jacks will have their Latin Night on Saturday, June 7. Then, on 
Sunday, June 8, it’s Miss Nude Oregon ’25 at Club Rouge (Portland) at 
9 p.m. You don't want to miss this pageant, folks! 

Ever had Jameson Orange mixed with Skrewball Peanut Butter 
Whiskey? I'm not sure I'm adventurous enough to try it, but you can 
if you head to Union Jacks on Thursday, June 12, for their Jameson 
Skrewball Night! Let me know if it tickles your fancy! If you’re an emo 
fan, make sure to return on Tuesday, June 17, for Union Jack’s Feel 
the Feels Emo Night.

On Friday, June 20, head over to Lucky Devil for their Summer Kick-
O� Party, with summer cocktail specials, free food, and ra�es! Also 
on June 20, it's the Wild, Wild West Party at Stars Cabaret (Bridgeport). 
This is a good and proper western party, complete with a mechanical 
bull, prizes, and food and drink specials. Then, on Saturday, June 21, 
head to Stars Cabaret in Salem for their Summer Kick-O� BBQ, com-
plete with outdoor games, tasty BBQ, and a specialty cocktail menu.

Bust out those baggy jeans because it’s Back to the 2000s Night at 
Union Jacks on Sunday, June 22, and Bike Night at AJ’s Gentlemen’s 
Club on Saturday, June 29—complete with a wet T-shirt contest! Let’s 
gooooo!

Wrapping up events for June, we have DJ Dick Hennessy’s 7th Annual 
Motorbooty Twerking Competition! Check all the event dates on the 
right, as well as the promotional spread on page 22!

POLEROTICA 2025

There will be full coverage of Polerotica 2025 Finals in our 32nd Anniver-
sary Issue—next month! Until then, we’d like to congratulate all of the 
qualifying �nalists from rounds four through seven:

Round 4:  Passion from Guilty Pleasures, Persia from Desire, and Jade from 
Annie’s Saloon
Round 5:  River from The Lounge, Maria Knox (independent), and Remedy 
from The Lounge 
Round 6:  Kit Kat from Kit Kat Club, Amora from Desire, and Kota from Kit 
Kat Club & X Exotic Lounge
Round 7:  Jess from Cabaret, Harley from Casa Diablo, Sky from Reveal 
Lounge, and Auriela (independent)

(Check out the left-hand page to see photos of all the 
abovementioned �nalists in action during their qualify-
ing set.)

Alla prossima!

IG: @exotic_mag | X: @exoticmag | FB: @xoticmag
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Pizza. It's so commonplace now that 
you can't envision pizza as not being 
a �at-ass bread with sauce and cheese 
and various toppings. Except for you 
Chicago deep dish folks, wherein it is 
more of a sort of...casserole than a gr-
ab-a-slice-and-go a�air.

I am eating pizza right now from 
Hometown Pizza in Portland. Good 
stu�. But pizza right now is not how 
it used to be. The modern incarnation 
of what we call pizza today is nothing 
like in the past. Let's deep dive and see 
where pizza started and how we've 
come to know our favorite dish.

Pope's Pizza

Yes, pizza has been part of Italian/
Catholic history for over 1,000 years, 
even before "Italy" was a consolidated 
nation and not a collection of con-
stantly warring city-states. The papal 
conclave and the Pope himself reveled 
in the delight of what they then called 
pizza. It looked nothing like it looks to-
day—more like a loaf than a pie.

In the words of Pope Pius V's executive 
cook: "Split the dough into two or three 
pieces, and with each of these pieces, 
make the pizza in a tart pan, where 
there is fresh butter, and put them to 
cook in the oven with melted butter on 
top. Make several holes with the point 
of the knife on the top so that it does 
not pu� too much. When it is nearly 
�nished cooking, sprinkle it with sugar 
and rose water. This pastry should be 
cooked slowly and served hot." It was 
apparently Pope Pius V's fave in 1570. 
Sugar and rose water and a fuckton of 
butter. Sounds more like dessert than 
dinner, but I ain't the Pope, who I be-
lieve has the authority to decide what 
is breakfast, lunch, or dinner, at least 
for Catholics. No fuckin' meat on Fri-
day? Fuck that, I'm joining the Zoroas-
trians, they let you eat children.

Evolution

In 1535, poet Benedetto di Falco wrote 
"Rock Me Amadeus," and it changed 
the world. Nah, just playin', but he did 
write "Description of Ancient Places 
in Naples" and commented that sea-
soned �atbread, which the rest of Italy 

called focaccia, was called pizza. That 
is why Naples, or Napoli if you wanna 
get all Italian about it, is considered 
the birthplace of what we would call 
pizza, in the sense we think of it today, 
as they served it with many toppings, 
but mostly �sh. Honestly, if you made 
me a pizza on what modern people 
consider focaccia bread, I would pee 
on your wife.

OH SHIT! WHAT THE FUCK? 
TOE MAY TOES?!

Italians, when the tomato was intro-
duced to them after people visited 
the New World™, it blew their fucking 
minds! There's-a so-a many-a things 
to do! They immediately applied them 
to their pizza and said to themselves, 
"This is the best shit ever; what the 
hell?" So, the pizza game was changed 
forever.

The Margherita

One of the classics. Flatbread, cheese, 
tomato and basil. But why is it one of 
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the classics? Well, who better to look to, 
than the legendary Alexandre Dumas, 
French writer and professional asshole. 

According to his writing, Queen Mar-
gherita of Savoy, wife of King Umberto 
I, had it out for this. Pizza, at this time 
in the 19th century, was seen as poor 
people's food. Not �t for a queen. But 
Margherita requested it, and as the 
story goes, this was because she was 
bored of the fancy French cuisine that 

royalty was accustomed to being fed. 
According to accounts, she was served 
three pizzas made by quite famous piz-
za chef Ra�aele Esposito. He made one 
with garlic and �sh, one with tomato 
and mozzarella, and her favorite: basil, 
tomato, and mozzarella. She didn't like 
the �shy one and preferred the one 
with the basil because it was apparent-
ly the most delicious. Red, green, and 
white were the colors of Italy, and she 
liked that. So, it became known as the 
Pizza Margherita. 

20th Century

Chicago deep-dish pizza. It was osten-
sibly invented in 1943 at Pizzeria Uno 
by one Ike Swewll and one Ric Ricca-
rdo. Is this an I Love Lucy gag? The top-
pings are layered between the sauce 
and the cheese. It can go fuck itself.

Hawaiian Pizza

This one we can blame on Canada. In 
1962, a Greek immigrant named Sam 
Panopoulos came up with the brilliant 

idea of adding pineapple to a Canadi-
an bacon pizza. They just call it bacon, 
there. He had no idea that a worldwide 
communication network would even-
tually spring up and tell people to hate 
it. Poor fellow.

Modern Times

In the 21st century, people will put 
pretty much any kind of bold, crafty in-
gredients on their pizza and charge you 
60 bucks for it. People buy it, though. 
"Yes, I want the salmon and olives pizza 
with extra country gravy on top." Just 
gimme a slice of pepperoni and, ide-
ally, non-ethically sourced cheese for 
$2. People in California are probably 
ordering extra sauce and dogshit on 
their pizzas. The "Masti� Special."

That's pretty much the best that my re-
search came up with, so I hope you en-
joyed knowing the history of what you 
order on your phone at 2 a.m. when 
your friend is too drunk and you need 
to get something in her stomach.

Eat well,

-Wombstretcha

Wombstretcha the Magni�cent is a 
cold crust leftover from last night; 
tomato fan, writer, and retired rap-
per from Portland, OR. He can be 
found at his website, wombstret-
cha.com, on Twitter/X/whatever as 
@wombstretcha503, and on MeWe 
and (begrudgingly) Facebook as 
"Wombstretcha the Magni�cent."
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S T R I P  C L U B S  

82ND STRIP 1  FOOD LOTTERY
7737 SE 82nd Ave |  (503) 771-0096
Daily 12pm-1:30am 
ACROPOLIS 2  FOOD LOTTERY
8325 SE McLoughlin Blvd | (503) 231-9611
Daily 11am-12am
AJ'S GENTLEMEN'S CLUB 14  FOOD LOTTERY
15920 SE Stark St | (971) 420-2421
Daily 10am-1am
ANGELS 3  FOOD LOTTERY
10335 SE Foster Rd | (503) 889-0916
Daily 1pm-2:30am
BOTTOMS UP! 4  FOOD LOTTERY
16900 NW St Helens Rd | (503) 621-9844
Tue-Sun 12pm-12am
CABARET 5  FOOD 
17544 SE Stark St | (503) 252-3529
Daily 2pm-2:30am
CLUB 205 35  FOOD LOTTERY
9939 SE Stark St | (503) 256-0527 
Daily 10:30am-2:30am
CLUB DETOUR 6  FOOD 
215 W Burnside St | (971) 385-1896
Wed-Sun 9pm-2:30am
CLUB ROUGE 7  FOOD LOTTERY
Portland: 403 SW Harvey Milk St | (503) 227-3936
Daily 5pm-2am
Beaverton: 8687 SW Hall Blvd | (971) 266-8340
Daily 11am-2am 
COLUMBIA STRIP 10  FOOD LOTTERY
605 N Columbia Blvd | (503) 289-1351
Sun-Thu 12pm-1:30am, Fri-Sat 12pm-2:30am
DESIRE 11  FOOD LOTTERY
535 NE Columbia Blvd | (971) 339-2198
Daily 3pm-2:30am
DEVILS POINT 12  FOOD LOTTERY
5305 SE Foster Rd | (503) 774-4513
Daily 11am-2:30am 
DIAMONDS 13  FOOD LOTTERY
318 SW 3rd Ave | (503) 206-7133
Daily 7pm-2:15am
DOMINIQUE STELLA 34  FOOD 
15826 SE Division St | (503) 319-0318
Daily 2pm-2:30am 
DV8 15  FOOD LOTTERY
5021 SE Powell Blvd | (503) 788-7178
Daily 2pm-2:30am
GOLDEN DRAGON EXOTIC CLUB 17  18+
324 SW 3rd Ave | (503) 274-1900
Tue-Thu 6pm-4am, Fri-Sat 6pm-6am,  
Sun 6pm-4am
GUILTY PLEASURES 18  FOOD LOTTERY
13639 SE Powell Blvd | (503) 760-8128
Sun-Thu 12pm-12am, Fri-Sat 12pm-2:30am

HAWTHORNE STRIP 19  FOOD LOTTERY
3532 SE Powell Blvd | (503) 232-9516
Daily 2pm-2:30am
KIT KAT CLUB 20  FOOD LOTTERY
231 SW Ankeny St | (503) 208-3229
Daily 4pm-2:30am
LAS GATAS GENTLEMEN’S CLUB 34  FOOD LOTTERY
1735 SE Tualatin Valley Hwy | (971) 990-4015 
Daily 4pm-2:30am
THE LOUNGE 21  FOOD LOTTERY
6210 NE Columbia Blvd | (503) 281-3212
Daily 11am-2am
LUCKY DEVIL LOUNGE 22  FOOD LOTTERY
633 SE Powell Blvd | (503) 206-7350
Daily 11am-2:30am
MARY’S CLUB 24  FOOD LOTTERY
503 W Burnside St | (503) 227-3023
Daily 11:30am-2:30am
THE OLD DOLPHIN 16  FOOD LOTTERY
17180 SE McLoughlin Blvd | (503) 908-1177
Mon-Fri 12pm-2am, Sat-Sun 2pm-2am 
REVEAL LOUNGE 25  FOOD LOTTERY
8345 SW Barbur Blvd | (503) 477-6628
Daily 4pm-2:30am
SASSY’S 26  FOOD LOTTERY
927 SE Morrison St | (503) 231-1606
Daily 10:30am-2:30am 
SHADY LADY TAVERN 23  FOOD
2460 NW 24th Ave | (503) 894-8436
Sun-Thu 11am-1am, Fri 11am-2am,  
Sat 7am-2am 
SKIN & GAMES 8  FOOD LOTTERY
12035 NE Glisan St | (503) 889-0332
Tue-Thu 5pm-2am, Fri-Sat 5pm-2:30am,  
Sun 5pm-2am
STAG PDX 27  FOOD 
317 NW Broadway | (503) 894-9679
Mon-Thu 7pm-2am, Fri-Sat 4pm-2:30am,
Sun 11am-2am
STARS CABARET BRIDGEPORT 28  FOOD LOTTERY
17939 SW McEwan Rd | (503) 726-2403
Mon-Sat 11am-2:30am, Sun 4pm-2:30am
UNION JACKS 35  FOOD
938 E Burnside St | (503) 236-1125
Mon-Fri 6pm-2:30am, Sat-Sun 2:30pm-2:30am
X EXOTIC LOUNGE 32  FOOD LOTTERY
15 SW 2nd Ave | (503) 790-9090
Daily 7pm-2:30am
XPOSE 33  FOOD LOTTERY
10140 SW Canyon Rd | (503) 430-5364
Daily 3pm-2:30am

EVERYTHING ELSE
ADAM & EVE 101
9220 SW Barbur Blvd #115 | (503) 224-1604
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-11pm
ALL ADULT SUPER SHOP 102
14555 SE McLoughlin Blvd | (503) 652-2004
Daily 24 hours
BLACK DIAMOND RECORDING STUDIOS 104
1424 SE 162nd Ave | (503) 477-6523
Daily 7am-9pm
DANTE'S 103
350 W Burnside St | (866) 777-8932
Daily 11am-2:30am
EYE CANDY FASHIONS 105
10412 SE 82nd Ave | (503) 771-0080
Mon-Fri 10am-7pm, Thu-Sat 10am-8pm
FANTASY FOR ADULTS ONLY (4) 106
3137 NE Sandy Blvd | (503) 239-6969
Daily 10am-12am 
15536 SE 82nd Dr | (503) 203-6969
Daily 12pm-8pm
6440 SW Coronado St | (503) 244-6969
Daily 10am-12am.
1703 W Burnside St | (503) 295-6969
Daily 12pm-8pm
FANTASYLAND (2) 107
5228 SE Foster Rd | (503) 775-0094
Daily 24 hours
16016 SE 82nd Dr | (503) 655-4667
Daily 24 hours
HOT BOX 108
3785 SW Hall Blvd | (503) 574-4057
Daily 10am-9pm
JUST BLISS 109
6712 NE Sandy Blvd | (503) 384-2373
Call For Hours 
LOVE TOYS 110
10660 SE Division St | (503) 257-6881
Daily 24 hours
LUSH PRIVATE ENTERTAINMENT  112
3609 S Corbett Ave Unit 1 | TBD
Daily 24 Hours
MR. PEEPS / MR. PEEPS TOO (2) 111
13355 SW Henry St | (503) 643-6645
20625 SW TV Hwy, Aloha OR | (503) 356-5624
Daily 24 hours
PARADISE 129
14712 SE Stark St | (503) 914-3904 
Daily 24 Hours
PDX BARBIES  113
11142 NE Halsey St | (503) 206-4535
Daily 24 Hours
PEEP HOLE 115
709 SE 122nd Ave | (503) 257-8617
Daily 24 hours

PUSSYCATS 116
3414 NE 82nd Ave | (503) 477-7019
Daily 24 hours
SHEENA’S GSPOT 117
8315 SW Barbur Blvd | (503) 972-1111
Daily 24 hours
SILVER SPOON 118
8521 SW Barbur Blvd | (503) 245-0489
Tue-Sat 10am-7pm, Sun 11am-5pm
STAR THEATER 128
13 NW 6th Ave | (503) 248-4700
Daily 11am-2:30am 
SYLVIA’S PLAYHOUSE 119
8226 NE Fremont St | (503) 568-4090
Daily 24 hours
TABOO VIDEO (4) 120
Downtown: 311 NW Broadway | (503) 227-3443
Daily 11am-2am
Portland: 2330 SE 82nd Ave | (503) 206-4708
Daily 24 Hours
Portland: 237 SE MLK JR Blvd | (503) 239-1678
Sun-Thu 10am-12am, Fri-Sat 10am-2am
Vancouver: 4811 NE 94th Ave | (360) 254-1126
Daily 24 Hours
TORCHED ILLUSIONS 121
17935 SW Tualatin Valley Hwy | (503) 259-2310
Daily 6am-12am
12961 SW Pacific Hwy | (503) 430-5140
Daily 11am-10pm
Newberg: 2515 Portland Rd | (971) 412-7113
Daily 11am-9pm
THE VELVET ROPE 123
3533 SE César E Chávez Ave | (971) 271-7064
Fri-Sat 8pm-3am, Sun 8pm-2am
VICTRESS ENTERTAINMENT 124
7303 SE 82nd Ave | (971) 291-9765 
Daily 24 Hours
X-OTIC TAN 125
8431 SE Division St | (503) 257-0622
Daily 24 hours
X-SENSUAL 126
3520 NE 82nd Ave | (503) 954-3115 
5226 SE Foster Rd | (503) 477-4614
Daily 24 Hours
XXXTASY 127
10518 NE Sandy Blvd Unit B | (503) 849-1138
Daily 24 hours

D I S P E N S A R I E S
MARIJUANA PARADISE A
9663 SW Barbur Blvd | (503) 206-7462
Daily 10am-8pm
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A L B A N Y
 ADULT SHOP 
3404 Spicer Dr SE / (541) 812-2522
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-12am, Fri-Sat 10am-2am

A S T O R I A
 ANNIE’S SALOON 
2897 Marine Dr / (503) 325-2746
Full Bar, 1 Stage
Tue-Sat 5pm-2:30am

B E N D
IMAGINE THAT 
197 NE Third St / (541) 312-8100
Videos, Mags, Toys, Body Jewelry, Novelty Gifts
24 Hours / 7 Days
STARS CABARET 
197 NE 3rd St / (541) 388-4081
Full Bar, Full Menu, Beautiful Dancers
6pm-2:30am / 7 Days

C O O S  B AY
BACHELOR'S INN 
63721 Edward Rd / (541) 266-8827
Strip Club, Fine Food, Fancy Ladies, Cocktails
& Lottery
Mon-Sat 4pm-2:30am, Sun 6pm-2:30am 

C O R V A L L I S
EVA’S BOUTIQUE 
2315 NW 9th St / (541) 754-7039
Huge Selection Of Lingerie, Shoes,  
Dancewear, Novelties, Gift Cards & More
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri & Sat 10am-12am

E U G E N E
ADULT SHOP 
90 Holeman Ave / (541) 688-5411
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am
ADULT SHOP 
86784 Franklin Blvd / (541) 636-3203
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am
B&B DISTRIBUTORS 
710 W 6th Ave / (541) 683-8999
Videos, Arcade, Clothing, Novelties, Viewing Room
24 Hours / 7 Days
EVA’S BOUTIQUE  
720 Garfield St / (541) 345-2873
Huge Selection Of Lingerie, Shoes,  
Dancewear, Novelties, Gift Cards & More
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am
THE NILE 
1030 Highway 99 N / (541) 688-1869
Full Bar, Full Menu, Dancers
Mon-Sat 12pm-2am, Sun 3pm-12am
SILVER DOLLAR CLUB 
2620 W 10th Pl / (541) 485-2303
Full Bar, Food, 3 Stages
Mon-Sat 11:30am-2:30am, Sun 6pm-2:30am

G E R V A I S
LAST CHANCE SALOON 
7650 Checkerboard Ct / (503) 792-5100
Full Bar, Lottery, 1 Stage
Sun-Thu 12pm-12am, Fri-Sat 12pm-2am
THE ALIBI 
5711 S 6th St / (541) 882-0145
1Stage, Private Dances, Full Bar, Lottery
3pm-2:30am / 7 Days

H E R M I S T O N
THE SPICE CABINET 
148 E Main St / (541) 300-9615
Adult Toys, Novelties & More
Tue-Sat 12pm-8pm

L I N C O L N  C I T Y
IMAGINE THAT  
2159 NW Highway 101, Ste C / (541) 996-6600
(Downstairs When Entering From Highway 101)
Videos, Magazines, Toys, Body Jewelry, Novelty Gifts
Sun-Thu 9am-11pm, Fri-Sat 24 Hours

M E D F O R D
ADULT SHOP 
261 Barnett Rd / (541) 772-5220
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am

N E W P O R T
SPICE ADULT EMPORIUM 
611 SW Coast Highway / (541) 574-6969
Videos, Magazines, Multi-Channel Arcade
24 Hours / 7 Days

O A K L A N D
ADULT SHOP 
726 John Long Rd / (541) 849-3344
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am

R O S E B U R G
FILLED WITH FUN 
2498 Old Highway 99E S / (541) 957-3741
Novelties, Videos, Arcade, Toys, Magazines
Mon-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri 10am-12am,  
Sat 11am-12am, Sun 12pm-9pm

S A L E M
ADULT SHOP 
155 Lancaster Dr SE / (503) 585-8288
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am
ADULT SHOP 
3113 River Rd N / (503) 390-4371
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 12pm-10pm, Fri-Sat 12pm-12am
BOB’S ADULT BOOKS 
3815 State St / (503) 363-3846
Adult Books, Videos, Arcade & Mini-Theater 
11am-11pm / 7 Days
CHEETAHS XXX CABARET  
3453 Silverton Rd NE / (503) 316-6969
18+ Juice Bar
Tue-Thu 7pm-4am, Fri-Sat 7pm-5am & Sun 
7pm-4am
EVA’S BOUTIQUE  
3593 Silverton Rd NE / (503) 385-8111
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am
5530 Commercial St SE / (503) 763-6754
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am
2410 Mission St SE / (503) 763-3556
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am
Huge Selection Of Lingerie, Shoes,  
Dancewear, Novelties, Gift Cards & More
THE FIREHOUSE CABARET 
5782 Portland Rd NE / (503) 393-4782
Full Bar, Full Menu, Lottery
Mon-Fri 2pm-2:30am, Sat-Sun 6pm-2:30am
SHAGGY’S DEN SMOKE SHOP 
1051 Commercial St SE / (503) 585-0050
21+ Head Shop & Gift Shop
9am-10pm / 7 Days
SPICE ADULT EMPORIUM 
3473 Silverton Rd NE / (503) 370-7080
Videos, Magazines, Multi Ch. Arcade
24 Hours / 7 Days
STARS CABARET 
1550 Weston Ct NE / (503) 370-8063
Full Bar, Full Menu, Sports Room, 4 Stages
Mon-Sat 11am-2:30am, Sun 4pm-2:30am
SUGAR SHACK GENTLEMEN’S CLUB 
3803 Commercial St SE / (503) 339-7368
Full Bar, Full Menu, Light-Up Dance Floor And Pole
Sun-Thu 12pm-12am, Fri-Sat 12pm-2am
VIXENS 
3815 State St / (971) 304-7082
Lingerie Modeling
24 Hours / 7 Days

S P R I N G F I E L D
EVA’S BOUTIQUE  
3270 Gateway St C / (541) 726-2445  
Huge Selection Of Lingerie, Shoes,  
Dancewear, Novelties, Gift Cards & More
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am
EXCLUSIVELY ADULT 
1166 South A St / (541) 726-6969
Videos, Mags, Clothes, Novelties, Arcade
Mon-Tue 8am-12am, Wed-Sun 24 Hours
SECRET LOUNGE 
1195 Main St / (458) 240-7215
Full Bar, Full Menu, Free Parking 
12pm-1:30am / 7 Days

T H E  D A L L E S
ADULT SHOP 
3506 W 6th St / (541) 298-1874
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am

MON-SAT 11AM-1AM, SUN 11AM-12AMB R E M E R T O N  
ADULTS ONLY BREMERTON 
317 N Callow Ave / (360) 627-7318
DVDs, Books, Magazines, Novelties & Arcade
Sun-Thu 10am-12am, Fri-Sat 10am-2am 

C E N T R A L I A  

PARADISE FOR ADULTS ONLY 
1011 S Gold St / (360) 807-8932
Adult Products & Smoke Supplies 
Mon-Sat 10am-2am, Sun 12pm-12am

D E S  M O I N E S
AIRPORT VIDEO 2 
21635 Pacific Highway S / (206) 878-7780
Theater, Arcade, Video Peep Shows, Movies,
Novelties & Toys
10am-2am / 7 Days

E V E R E T T
AIRPORT VIDEO 1 
11732 Airport Rd / (425) 290-7555
Theater, Arcade, Videos, Magazines, Novelties
Daily 10am-1am

K E N N E W I C K
CASTLE MEGASTORE 
522 N Columbia Center Blvd / (509) 374-8276
Essentials For Lovers
Sun-Thu 10am-11pm, Fri-Sat 10am-1am

K E N T
KINX ADULT SHOP 
604 Central Ave S / (253) 200-4200
Adult Products & Smoke Supplies
Mon-Thu 11am-10pm, Fri-Sat 11am-11pm,  
Sun 12pm-6pm

L A K E W O O D
LIBERTY BOOK STORE 
3710 100th St SW / (253) 581-0362
Videos, Magazines, Books, Arcade
Sun-Thu 8am-12am, Fri-Sat 8am-1am

LY N N W O O D
DEANNA’S VIDEO 
15329 Highway 99 / (425) 742-7747
Videos, Magazines, Arcade, Novelties, Toys
Sun-Thu 9am-11pm, Fri-Sat 9am-1am

R E N T O N
CLUB SINROCK 
208 SW 16th St / (425) 255-3110 
18+ Gentlemen’s Club, 1 Stage, ATM 
Tue-Sun 7pm-2am

S E AT T L E
FANTASY UNLIMITED – SLU 
2027 Westlake Ave / (206) 682-0167
Toys, Lingerie, Novelties & Books
Sun-Thu 12pm-10pm, Fri-Sat 12pm-12am
FANTASY UNLIMITED – AT THE MARKET 
1510 1st Ave / (206) 624-1784
DVDs, Toys, Lingerie, Novelties, Books, Theater & Arcade
Mon-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am, 
Sun 10am-8pm
HOLLYWOOD EROTIC BOUTIQUE 
12706 Lake City Way NE / (206) 363-0056
DVDs, Toys, Novelties, Lingerie, Theater
24 Hours / 7 Days
JOES’ BAR & GRILL 
500 S King St / (206) 223-9266
Drinks, Pull Tabs, Pool Table
10am-2am / 7 Days 
TABOO VIDEO 
9813 16th Ave SW / (206) 767-4855
DVDs, Novelties, Arcade, Theater, Best Prices
Sun-Tue 10am-10pm, Wed-Sat 10am-12am
THE PLAYGROUND CABARET 
7509 15th Ave NW / (206) 782-1225
18+ Gentlemen’s Club (No Cover), Private Rooms
Pool, ATM
Mon-Sat 11am-2:30am, Sun 5pm-2:30am 
VIDEO VIDEOS 
10326 Lake City Way NE / (206) 523-5973
DVDs, Magazines, Books, Toys, Novelties, 
Theater
10am-1am / 7 Days

S P O K A N E  V A L L E Y
CASTLE MEGASTORE 
11324 E Sprague Ave / (509) 893-1180
Essentials For Lovers
Sun-Thu 12pm-9pm, Fri-Sat 12pm-10pm
HOLLYWOOD EROTIC BOUTIQUE 
9611 E Sprague Ave / (509) 928-9499
DVDs, Toys, Novelties, Lingerie, Theater
24 Hours / 7 Days

T O L E D O
RED’S DESIRE ADULT STORE 
431 State Route 506 / (360) 864-6630
DVDs, Books, Magazines, Novelties & Arcade
Mon 12pm-8pm, Tue-Thu 12pm-9pm,  
Fri-Sat 12pm-10pm, Sun 12pm-6pm

YA K I M A
X SPOT 
1111 N 1st St Suite #5 / (509) 248-8598
Adult Toys, Movies, Magazines, Lingerie & 
Arcade
9am-11pm / 7 Days
YAKIMA ARCADE 
21 S Front St / (509) 575-9433
Adult Toys, Movies, Magazines, Lingerie & 
Arcade
9am-11pm / 7 Days

O R E G O N

W A S H I N G T O N

DID WE MISS A 
LOCATION?

EMAIL INFO@XMAG.COM
OR TEXT/CALL (503) 241-4317

AND LET US KNOW!
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Well, my excitement about the re-horni-
ness of �lms has been extinguished like a 
baptized-burning Irish vampire. Sorry for 
the slight pre-spoiler, but I need to make it 
clear from the get-go that this movie was 
greatly disappointing in terms of wankabil-
ity. You’re probably wondering why I even 
bothered reviewing this �lm instead of just 
scraping it like I did some other unforgiv-
ably skinless �icks like Companion. Even if 
you’re not, I’m going to tell you. It’s been 
two whole months without reviewing a 
new movie, and I was starting to worry 
about getting a talking-to from the editor-
in-chief. I had to deliver something, and 
I thought this Ryan Coogler yarn would 
provide an opportunity to rail against the 
prudi�cation of blockbuster �lms. I realize 
now, too late, that this �lm was exactly that. 
I think I was confused since Mr. Coogler has 
been described as an auteur and a vision-
ary, etc. Especially after the Lynchathon 
last month, I was excited to see what this 
new voice in �lm would o�er in terms of 
the male gaze. 

But after leaving the theater disappointed 
and blue-balled, I looked up this dude’s ré-
sumé. He’s made two Marvel movies and 
a Rocky spino�! This is no auteur; this is a 
blockbuster IP schlock hawker! 

So it seems that although the world of artsy 
and award-winning cinema is indeed shift-
ing towards a new full-blown hornytopia, 
the world of big-budget, novelty popcorn 
bucket �lms remains quite chaste.

Spoilers Ahead!

So to be fair, the only reason I even both-
ered to see this was because my social me-
dia feed kept throwing ads at me showing 
Hailee Steinfeld giving a sharp-toothed, 
horny grin. I thought, “Holy shit! Do we 
finally get to see her naked?!” An R-rated 
vampire movie set in a boozy, sweaty juke 
joint? Forgive me for thinking we were go-
ing to be getting an absolute �esh feast. 

The precedent is there. All the best vampire 

movies are basically excuses to make soft-
core porn with fake blood. I remember, 
as a wee lad, snatching my stepdad’s VHS 
copy of Interview With The Vampire, think-
ing I wasn’t allowed to watch it ‘cause of a 
bunch of gore and violence. I learned that 
day why we watch movies. To see naked 
ladies! From Dusk till Dawn gave us Selma 
Hayek’s tits. Even Coppola’s Dracula, the 
one with Keanu Reeves stretching the de�-
nition of “acting,” had loads of titties in it 
and weird, horny monster sex scenes. The 
vampire horror movie subgenre is basically 
an excuse to indulge in our most perverse, 
horny fantasies. Even the new Nosferatu 
(my review of which you can read in this 
magazine’s archives) provided plenty of 
tits, bush, ass, and weird not-sex scenes to 
get o� to.

This movie was called Sinners for God’s 
sake! I thought we were full speed ahead 
with continuing the tradition of horny 
vampire movies. Not so! They really wind 
you up for it though. The whole movie 
is basically setting up for the party of the 
century, and even the protagonists’ exes 
are interested in coming. And to be fair, 
there are two boning scenes, but they are 
fully clothed! What the hell? This did get an 
R-rating, right? We see more of Michael B. 
Jordan’s body than Hailee Steinfeld’s! Not 
fair!

Now, we do get to see a good portion of 

the thicc Hoodoo Priestess lady’s massive 
titties, but there’s a fucking baby in the way 
the whole time! You don’t even get to see 
a nipple. I guess there is enough titty in 
the shot to get a good wank going, but the 
baby really kills the mood, and I’m not into 
the breastfeeding thing.

So much opportunity. So much sexual 
tension. Absolutely no payoff. You liter-
ally have people sneaking o� to the broom 
closet to fuck, and all we get is a wide shot 
of a clothed gal grinding. Barely in focus.

I like to imagine that if this movie was made 
in the ‘70s and leaned fully into blacksploi-
tation cheese, we’d have non-stop nudity 
and fuck scenes during the juke joint cli-
max. As the trouble-causing twins Smoke 
and Stack come back to their hometown, 
dicks swinging, they’d have plowed two 
bitches each with said dicks in the �rst half 
hour of the �lm. 

I really hope that, at some point, blockbust-
er popcorn �icks will go the way of Oscar 
winners and artsy �lms. Stu�ed to the brim 
with a bunch of gratuitous sex scenes and 
unnecessary nudity. Especially if they’re 
rated R. If the point is to sell tickets, I guar-
antee that tits and ass will only help sell 
more of them.

More importantly, let’s please not backslide 
into the chaste hell of Twilight-era vampire 
movies. The woman who wrote those was 
a Mormon! Those movies should be the ex-
ception, not the rule. Make vampire movies 
horny again!

1/5 eggplants

Ian Sellwood is a voice actor, comedian, and 
certi�ed Sigma Male from Lake Oswego. He 
frequently contributes content to Mr. Skin 
and is highly active on 4chan. He can be 
reached at iancel@xmag.com
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 CLUB DESIRE IS NOW 

HIRING DANCERS!!!
Low House Fee. Flexible Hours.Text Matty 

(503) 954-4167 To Set Up An Audition!!!
GUILTY PLEASURES
GENTLEMEN’S CLUB

Hiring Dancers 18 And Over For 
Portland’s Hottest Club · Auditions Mon-Fri 

Text/Call For Auditions (971) 352-2414 
X-SENSUAL

Now Hiring Models 18+ 
No Experience Necessary Flexible Hours 

Email XSensualPDX@Gmail.com  
Or Text (503) 510-7936 Or DM Us
On Instagram At PDXXSensual 

Or On X At XSensualPDX 
MOTIVATED MODELS NEEDED

Gspot is hiring motivated, money-minded 
lingerie models 18+. Female owned & 

operated — the most established lingerie 
shop in PDX. Text (503) 901-1101

or email sheena@pdxgirls.com 
KIT KAT CLUB

Performers Are Welcome To Audition 
Daily At 5pm · Creativity Is Encouraged 

231 SW Ankeny, In Ankeny St Alley 
Next To Voodoo Doughnut 

Text (503) 919-8644 For More Information
 DV8 IS HIRING DANCERS 21+

To Set Up An Audition,  
Send Unfiltered Photos To  

DV8GentlemensClub@Gmail.com 
HAWTHORNE STRIP

Hiring Professional Entertainers 21+
To Set Up Audition, Send Photos, 

A Brief Summary Of Your Experience 
& Contact Information To

HawthorneStrip@Gmail.com 
X EXOTIC LOUNGE

Dancers Are Welcome To Audition  
Daily Between 8pm And 9pm 

15 NW 2nd Avenue, Next To Ankeny Alley 
Text (503) 919-8644 For More  

Information 
JOIN THE SEXY GROUP AT 

SYLVIA’S PLAYHOUSE!
Upscale, Private Fetish Club Is Looking 

For Energetic, Positive & Punctual Ladies 
Between 18-35 For A Busy, 24/7,

Big $$$ Location! Weekly Schedule Cus-
tom To Your Availability & NO Shift Fees! 
Apply By Email To StilettoGirls@Yahoo.

com (Include Photo/Age/Availability)   
TABOO ADULT VIDEO IS HIRING
Join The Team! Bring Your Résumé  

In To Any Of Our Locations.  
The Northwest’s Best Store For Adults! 

www.TabooVideo.com 
LUSH - A LUXURY PRIVATE  
ENTERTAINMENT LOUNGE
Opening June 2025 • Open 24/7 

Now Hiring Models 18+ 
No Experience Necessary   
 IG: @LushPDX Or Email  

LushPDXEntertainment@Gmail.com
JUST BLISS

Now Hiring Models 18+ 
Experienced Models 

Work By Appointment Or On Schedule 
6712 NE Sandy Blvd. Portland, OR 97213 

IG: @JustBliss.PDX  www.JustBliss.org 
FANTASYLAND ADULT VIDEO
In Clackamas, OR Is Looking To Fill  

An On-Call Janitorial Position 
Call (503) 655-4667 For Info

HOT GIRLS MAKE BETTER COFFEE
Visit The Bikini Baristas At 

The Girls Next Door Espresso
8102 N Killingsworth St, Portland, OR 97218

SAINT SASHA PHOTOGRAPHY
IG: @SAINTSASHAPHOTOGRAPHY

HYPNOX PHOTOGRAPHY
HYPNOX@GMAIL.COM

 BE A BUNNY! 
We Will Work Around Your Schedule!

Housing Provided!
(775) 246-9901

MadamSuzette@BunnyRanch.com 
CLUB FOXY

Come Work In Paradise And Make $$$! 
Guam’s #1 Gentlemen’s Club! Great Team! 

Professional Environment!
Norman (671) 864-6666 

Alicia (671) 747-7770
ClubFoxyGuam@Gmail.com 

www.ClubFoxy.us IG: ClubFoxyGuam
CLUB USA

The Hottest Adult Nightclub In Guam
$500 Weekly Salary, Free Housing, 

Free Airfare, Drink And Dance 
Commissions Plus Tips

Contact (671) 688-5235 Or
Email Pat@ClubUSAGuam.com 

STARS CABARET
1550 Weston Court NE · Salem, OR

(503) 370-8063 Auditions Daily  
DANCE AT CHEETAHS IN SALEM!

Auditions 18+ 7pm-10pm
DEVILS POINT & LUCKY DEVIL LOUNGE 

Now Accepting Applications For Cooks. 
Must Have Current And Valid OLCC And 
Food Handlers Card. Experienced And  

Professional Personnel Only.  
www.DevilsPointBar.com/Contact 

STARS BRIDGEPORT
Seeking Professional Entertainers & Staff

Audition Times Mon-Thu 2pm-8pm,  
Sun 4pm-8pm Call (503) 726-2403 

CABARET
17544 SE Stark St · Hiring Girls 18 & Over

Auditions Daily 2pm-5pm
Call (503) 252-3529 

UNION JACKS CLUB
Looking For Beautiful Dancers With Great 
Attitudes! Experience Preferred, But Not  

Required. No Drama, Female-Owned  
Business. Text (503) 780-7526 For Booking

CLUB ROUGE
Contracting Entertainers At Their Down-
town Portland And Beaverton Locations. 
Auditions Are Held Daily From 5pm-7pm.

 
       Scan
         To
       Apply  

CLUB 205 - HOME OF THE COVERGIRLS!
Portland’s Finest Since 1981 

Auditioning The Most Beautiful Entertainers 
Contact (503) 850-8266 Or Stop By  

The Club All Day And All Night, 7 Days A Week
 SKIN & GAMES

Portland's New Strip Club Sports Lounge 
Is Hiring Entertainers! Flexible Hours,  
Low Lease Fees, Fully Nude Is Your 
Choice! Text Or Call (360) 335-7721 

AJ’S GENTLEMEN’S CLUB 
Now Hiring Entertainers 

No Experience Necessary 
Call (971) 420-2421 

To Schedule An Audition 
THE LOUNGE

Looking For Classy, Elegant Models  
With Great Personalities. Must Be 21+.  

Please Text Mz. Jordan To Set Up Audition 
(503) 482-4000  

CLASSIFIEDS
TO ADVERTISE

CALL (503) 8044479
EMAIL CLASSIFIEDS@XMAG.COM

 BE A BUNNY! 
We Will Work Around Your Schedule!

Housing Provided!
(775) 246-9901

MadamSuzette@BunnyRanch.com 

   • MISCELLANEOUS •
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June is presumably the beginning of the 
unbearable season of hellish warmth bor-
dering on killing heat...summer. I don’t
end up having many hobbies during this 
season, which can make me a rather dull 
person at times. Ask me to go to the river, 
go on, do it. Chances are, if it’s anywhere 
about 85 degrees outside, I won’t do it 
and will prefer the comfort of my hard-
working AC unit. That isn’t to say I hate 
being outside. I really love adventuring 
outdoors, but that blasted heat causes
me to wilt, not unlike a delicate �ower. 

That’s right. This is the only time of year 
I’ll fess up to weakness of that magnitude. 
It’s also the only time of year I get a cold. 
As these soon-to-be hot summer days 
turn into months, I’ve found that I need 
to have some sort of hobby to entertain 
myself with. Otherwise, I’m just a recluse, 
sitting in a dark room watching anime or 
murder shows with my dogs, probably 
sneezing. Becoming an adult made me 
realize a lot of interests I somehow left be-
hind along the way (when do people start 
becoming boring?!), and at this moment 
in time, I’ve started to pick back up on a 
few of them. I thought I might share what 
I’m up to now, what I’m currently obsess-
ing over, and pretending this has never 
had anything to do with ADHD but is of 
my own volition and interest.

Drawing – Art in general. I mean, I’m do-
ing tiny dabbles at clay right now, but the 
one �ower I made looked like a peach-col-
ored dildo, and one of the dogs ran away 
with it and shoved it under the couch.
So, I’ve been sticking mainly to drawing. I 
used to love drawing and painting. Truth 
be told, I used to enter competitions at 
fairs; it was fun. Realizing I left that alone 
for so long was kind of depressing since 
art really is so relaxing and not physically 
taxing at all. Especially when it’s hot out-
side, you can always pick up a piece of pa-
per and a pen and just draw a snowman 
to make you feel cold again. 

Japanese – Aight. So I’ve been watching 
anime and reading manga since it wasn’t 
considered cool, and I’ve recently started 
picking it back up.* In my way back time 
machine, I used to want to move to Japan 
because of the way the houses looked 
and the trees. I’ve been brushing back up 
on my Japanese, including their pictorial 
alphabet (kanji), and I’m doing pretty de-
cent at it. Just in case, you know, I don’t 
wanna work in America anymore...I can 
move my skills elsewhere to a Japanese 
company and live somewhere in an old 
country house I can purchase for $10K. 
Don’t look into it. It’s my dream. In�uenc-
ers, stay tf away. 

*I purchased a children’s book that’s en-
tirely in Japanese because it looked cute, 
with a fox on the front. And now, I’m real-
izing it’s looking more like an extremely
sad life lesson about death. Obviously, I 
saw this coming somehow.  

Hair-Dos – I used to wear my hair up a 
lot. When I was younger, my mom used to 
take me to beauty school, where she and 
her friend were attending, and they’d use 
me as a model. It wasn’t as much fun for 
me as it was for them taking pictures of 
me. But being an adult and being able to 
make my own decisions, I’ve realized it’s 
fun to venture into trying new hair out. It 
almost made me want to purchase some-
thing from the early 2000s called the
Conair Quick Twist. Until I fondly remem-
bered one of my friends getting her hair

caught in it so badly that they had to cut 
that chunk o� with scissors.  

Flowy Pants – I’m really into this will-o-
the-wisp-wispy look going on. Not the 
MC Hammer pants; I do not want to look 
like I’m going to a yoga retreat or to a 
bankruptcy lawyer. Those flowy pants
that look like paper might be something 
I’d consider wearing during the summer if 
I was forced to go outside…but that’d be 
it. Wispy pants and a bra. I wanna look like 
a pasty-white ephemeral being that looks 
like they came out of a grave somewhere 
and then promptly withers away some-
where in a cave.

Things My Friend Linda Tells Me to Buy – 
This is not a good one. This is not a good 
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thing to be into at all. In fact, I try to stay away from these 
things. However, it’s been hard lately. Linda has a habit of 
getting us both excited about something so ridiculous we 
both question why we’re about to hit “Buy now.” We bought 
Kendamas. Are we good at them? No. Did we almost buy 
the most expensive one there is because it’s cute? Yes. Yes, 
we almost did...until I stopped us. I must be Confucious-like, 
remain calm and vigilant, and prepare for Linda’s onslaught 
of attacks of impulsive purchases. We also bought some o�-
brand Labubu something (hell if I know, I have no idea what 
I just bought, and it’s upsetting me). Again, this isn’t a good 
hobby to have. But it can keep you entertained and makes 
for a good exercise for our common sense. 

Stu�ed Animals – They’re great. I love �oofy things. I like 
�oofy pillows and blankets, and all I want is to be in a �oofy 
room �lled with soft things and a huge stu�ed animal ta-
nuki, or a dragon roll that’s actually the shape of a dragon…
but as sushi. That’s all I want. Total immersion in clouds. Give 
it to me! I wanna feel like ET when he pretended he was a 
creepy doll in the sea of toys. Except not really, because all 
those toys were terrifying, and so was he. IDK; maybe that 
was a bad analogy. We’ll just go with clouds.  

Lighting – I’ve always enjoyed ambiance of some sort. I’m 
not sure what the general feel or aesthetic of my home or 
apartments have ever been, but they’ve pretty much stayed 
the same. Strings of multi-colored and purple Christmas 
lights on my windows or in my bedroom, an Edison bulb 
somewhere, and a lamp with a red lampshade that makes 
me feel like I’m in an Edgar Allen Poe story. I like to keep 
these lights on and turn o� all the others during the sum-
mer. It feels kind of like a dark, dreamy forest to me. But I 
think one of my friends told me my house was kind of creepy 
one time, so I really have no sense of how people feel about 
me or my taste in décor or de�nition of ambiance.

So that’s that. Just a few things I’m a bit more into lately, and 
I’m content with it for now. If anyone would like to join me 
on a quest for soft things or fun lighting, let me know. So 
long as it’s not over 85 degrees, I’ll be willing and able. And 
if it’s above 85 degrees, so long as I’ve found a pair of those 
wispy pants, I might also be up to it. Stay cool and interest-
ing, sexy people.

–HOC
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The all-important question. The death knell
to any email conversation with a prestigious 
venue:

“What’s your draw?”

This is what separates the children from the 
adults in the music performance world. It 
doesn’t matter how much time you put into 
producing your little bedroom pop demo or 
how many online fans you have. How many 
asses can you get into those seats? That’s all 
the venue that doesn’t have a built-in draw 
gives a shit about. Whether or not that’s a 
good way to run a small music venue for up-
and-coming artists is a conversation for an-
other piece. Sadly, it’s the nature of the beast.

If you’re reading this and you’re a musician, 
you’re probably well aware that this is in-
deed the most di�cult thing to hack when 
it comes to being a performing artist. Of-
tentimes, money is the barrier to entry with
things like touring and recording, and time is 
the barrier to being good (gotta practice so 
you don’t suck).

But how do you get warm bodies in the 
venue to watch you do your performance
therapy? 

Gurus, in�uencers, consultants, music vet-
erans, and con artists will all sell you some 
horseshit about ways to increase your draw, 
but the long and the short of it is...no one 
fucking knows. Some shit takes o�, and some 
doesn’t. If there was an instruction manual, a 
lot more of you would be able to quit your 
day job.

I don’t claim to be one of the above con art-
ists; I’m a humorist. But I’ve had enough ex-
perience in the scene to notice some gim-
micks—cough—sorry…no, I mean gimmicks 
that seemed to work.

O�er Free Treats!

I know this sounds counterintuitive since
you want folks to pay to go to the show and 
buy your merch, but you’d be surprised how 
many people will come if you say you’ll be 
giving away free…anything! Something
like this is easy on Halloween or some other 
candy-�ooded holiday because you can just 
buy a bunch of Costco-sized bags of goodies 
and throw ‘em in the crowd. But you can get 

more creative than that. I once saw a poster 
for a show where they had “Free Taco Bell” in 
bold print. Obviously, I had to call their blu� 
and attend, and they did not lie. These crafty 
bastards bought like 100 soft tacos from Taco 
Bell and chucked ‘em out in the audience, as 
promised, near the end of the set. This might 
not be the most cost-effective way to get
folks out, and it might piss o� the venue, but 
hey, it worked!

Get Naked!

Well, let me rephrase: if you’re attractive, get 
naked. But also, just say you’ll do something 
if X amount of tickets get sold. You’ll take a 
pie in the face. You’ll let yourself get kicked 
in the balls. Debase yourself! People love it! 
This is another real thing I saw someone ad-
vertise on their poster. If a certain amount of 
people paid to get to this artist’s show, she’d 
take her pants o�. Now, don’t worry, parents 
and Christians, she had booty shorts on un-
derneath; this isn’t a Jesus Lizard concert. 
Still, it worked! That was a packed show. Give 
the people what they want! Nudity! I’ve seen 
multiple shows that advertised gals wrestling 
in some form of lubricant in a kiddie pool, 
and boy howdy, those were not ill-attended 
shows.

Say You’re Filming a Music Video!

See, here’s the thing. Everyone is a selfish
bastard who wants attention. All humans 
want to be on camera. If you say that you’re 
�lming this show for a music video, I prom-
ise you’ll see numbers you’ve never seen 
before. All your friends have seen you play 
your shitty songs before, but they haven’t 
had the chance to be in a music video that’ll 
be seen by four people on YouTube! So long 
as you have someone with a camera at the 
show; otherwise, folks might get suspicious 

that this was all a ruse to get them to come 
to your show. This tactic only works once
(maybe twice), but hey, you also get an ac-
tual music video out of it! Just splice in foot-
age with some artsy shots of the sky and the 
band looking sad or some shit.

Have a Contest, Ra�e, or Something 
Where People Win a Cheap Prize!

Again, the best way to get people to come to 
your thing is to make it about them. A cos-
tume contest is easy. People love to dress up. 
As dumb as ra�es are, they will keep folks in 
the building ‘cause they’ll want to see what 
cheap shit you bought at Walmart they won. 
Have the audience members draw their sil-
liest caricatures of the band. Whichever is
judged to be the best gets…I dunno, free
Taco Bell or something.

Say a More Famous Band Is Gonna Make 
an Appearance!

Fuck it, just lie. Choose your favorite con-
temporary band and say they’re showing up 
as a special guest. Spread it like a rumor. A 
super secret headliner, except not so secret 
‘cause you’ll let people know on social media 
and tell your friends. What’s the worst that’ll 
happen? People show up? Say that Kendrick 
Lamar, Deafheaven, or Sabrina Carpenter are 
totally going to come and perform. The audi-
ence will stay through the whole night wait-
ing. A literal captive audience! Granted, after 
the promised super secret headliner doesn’t 
show up, you’ll likely have a riot on your
hands, but at least for one night, you’ll know 
what it feels like to play to a packed house.
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Alright, bouncers...everyone take your seats—
class is back in session. This time, I’ll be discuss-
ing Stoicism. The Stoics were a group of philoso-
phers in ancient Greece and Rome who empha-
sized the importance of virtue, namely the four 
cardinal virtues of wisdom, courage, temperance, 
and justice. They taught that one should live life 
in alignment with nature and recognize the dif-
ference between the things that can and cannot 
be controlled—kind of like an early version of the 
serenity prayer taught in twelve-step programs: 
“God grant me the serenity to accept the things 
I cannot change, courage to change the things 
I can, and wisdom to know the di�erence.” So, 
what can bouncers learn from the Stoics? Let’s 
take a look at what three of them had to say.

Epictetus

“It’s not what happens to you, but how you react 
to it, that matters.” Look, if you’re doing security 
work, shit will happen. Drunkenness, the dick-
measuring contest of clashing egos, and gener-
ally, shitty people doing shitty things are all on 
the table. Don’t make the mistake of thinking 
those things matter. How are you reacting to 
those things? Focus on that.

“The more we value things outside our control, 
the less control we have.” Wish in one hand and 
shit in the other, and see which hand �lls up �rst. 
Let go of wishful thinking; it’s not productive. We 
all wish our customers would behave respect-
fully, tip, control their drinking, and so on. How 
often do those wishes come true? Focus on what 
you can control, like correcting unacceptable 
behavior, reminding them to tip, monitoring cus-
tomer intoxication levels, and cutting them o� as 
necessary.

“Nature hath given men one tongue but two 
ears, that we may hear from others twice as much 
as we speak.” Taking time to listen to what others 
have to say is a useful practice in security work. 
Don’t get me wrong, I’ve had plenty of people try 
to talk me around in circles in an attempt to frus-
trate my e�orts at kicking them out, and obvi-

ously, the answer in such cases is to shut that shit 
down. But some people, customers, and cowork-
ers alike have legitimate complaints or concerns 
that ignoring them would be a disservice to them 
and your establishment. Don’t act like you know 
it all—hear people out.

“Any person capable of angering you becomes 
your master; he can anger you only when you 
permit yourself to be disturbed by him.” This is a 
pet peeve of mine with bouncers. In our line of 
work, when someone tries to piss you o�, they’re 
trying to get you to react irrationally. People are 
dumb when they’re mad, so stop taking the bait.

Seneca

“Luck is what happens when preparation meets 
opportunity.” Do your job. Keep the club tidy, 
maintain order, and do your part to make it the 
kind of place where people want to be. When 
some high roller walks in and decides he likes 
your club and that it’s where he wants to spend 
his money, preparation will have met opportu-
nity. Or neglect the place and watch it sit empty 
night after night. Make your own luck.

“Associate with people who are likely to improve 
you.” Look, I get it. Nobody wants to hear from the 
people in their life that they’re anything short of 
perfect. Hearing that you have room for improve-
ment can be a blow to the ego. But if you’re sur-
rounded by people who push you to be a better 
version of yourself, then you’re with the right 
people. There’s a saying that’s attributed to Gen-
eral Electric CEO Jack Welch (it’s also attributed to 
Confucius, so who knows where it actually origi-
nated...) that goes, “If you’re the smartest person 
in the room, you’re in the wrong room.” Think 
about it.

“Anger, if not restrained, is frequently more hurt-
ful to us than the injury that provokes it.”  So you 
didn’t listen to what Epictetus had to say about 
anger, and you let that drunk asshole provoke 
you. Now you’re in trouble for breaking his jaw. 

Lawsuits or jail time are far worse than the minor 
indignity of being disrespected. Don’t be an idiot.

Marcus Aurelius

“Waste no time arguing about what a good man 
should be. Be one.” It’s that easy. You may not 
get it completely right all the time, so you adjust 
course as you go. Like Lao Tzu said, “The journey 
of a thousand miles begins with a single step.” 

“In your actions, don’t procrastinate. In your con-
versations, don’t confuse. In your thoughts, don’t 
wander. In your soul, don’t be passive or aggres-
sive.” Do what needs to be done in a timely fash-
ion, communicate clearly, be present on the job, 
and keep a level head. I don’t really think this one 
needs all that much explanation.

“You have power over your mind, not outside 
events. Realize this, and you will �nd strength.” 
In this quote, Marcus Aurelius echoes the senti-
ments of Epictetus, and it really gets to the heart 
of Stoicism. Let go of what you can’t control and 
focus on what you can.

“Con�ne yourself to the present.” This one hon-
estly feels a bit hypocritical of me to write about, 
especially since I’m �nishing up this article ten 
days past the submission deadline, and I keep 
putting down my laptop to pick up my phone to 
distract myself, but hey...I’m learning here, too. 
It’s especially important to remain in the present 
when doing security work. You’re getting paid to 
protect your people, so put your phone away and 
take charge of your environment.

Okay, that’s a wrap on Stoicism. Try putting these 
concepts into practice going forward; I certainly 
plan on it. Class dismissed!

Nate Hazen is a writer, bouncer, and standup comic. 
Catch him working at X Exotic Lounge and Dixie 
Tavern or telling jokes at comedy open mics around 
town. Come see his comedy show, Tits & Giggles, at 
X on the �rst and third Thursdays of every month.
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