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Spring is o�cial, and you know what else is? Polerotica 2026! That’s right…
the Paci�c Northwest's original & largest pole competition is back for 
2026—now in its 16th year! What better time to look back and see how we 
got here? There’ve been so many amazing, talented pole-goddesses over 
the last decade and a half!

Now, we’ve lost a few years along the way (mainly due to the pandemic 
and some internal event restructuring), but since the �rst Polerotica in 2010, 
we’ve hung gold medals on 13 champions, including a tie for �rst place one 
year, as well as a performer winning three times (a truly amazing accom-
plishment that has never happened since, across both Exotic competitions)!

Polerotica is an amazing event that showcases the immense talent, athleti-
cism, and technical pole skills that are present in our industry, which are 
often overlooked. It’s a much di�erent event than Miss Exotic Oregon…less 
pageant, more hardcore, physical competition.

It all starts on Friday, April 3, at Kit Kat Club, and continues for seven weeks 
of preliminary qualifying rounds. Then, it's the ultimate pole showdown at 
The Finals on Friday, May 22, at Dante's. The full list of dates is on page 16! 
See you there!
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FRI 03 – DEVILS POINT
DARIA'S GOSH DANG DIVINE DANCE–O–RAMA BDAY PARTY

FRI 03 – KIT KAT CLUB – POLEROTICA 2026 QUALIFIER ROUND I
SUN 05 – DANTE'S – SINFERNO CABARET

SUN 05 – STARS CABARET (BRIDGEPORT) – EASTER EGG HUNT
FRI 10 – AJ'S – NINA'S ALL–WHITE BIRTHDAY PARTY

SAT 11 – AJ'S – POLEROTICA 2026 QUALIFIER ROUND II
SAT 11 – LUCKY DEVIL – AZRA'S ANGELIC BIRTHDAY PARTY
SAT 11 – GUILTY PLEASURES – SCOTT'S BIRTHDAY PARTY

SUN 12 – DANTE'S – SINFERNO CABARET
FRI 17 – STARS CABARET (SALEM) 

POLEROTICA 2026 QUALIFIER ROUND III 
SAT 18 – STARS CABARET (SALEM) – BAD BUNNIES AFTER DARK

SUN 19 – CASA DIABLO 
BOB MARLEY AT MIDNIGHT (420 PRE–PARTY)

SUN 19 – DANTE'S – SINFERNO CABARET
FRI 24 – GUILTY PLEASURES 

POLEROTICA 2026 QUALIFIER ROUND IV 
FRI 24 – SUNSET STRIP VIP – BARBEECORE PINK PARTY 

SAT 25 – GUILTY PLEASURES – FAREWELL PARTY
SAT 25 – THE LOUNGE 

UNLEASHED LEATHER & LACE FETISH NIGHT
SUN 26 – DANTE'S – SINFERNO CABARET

MAY
FRI 01 – THE LOUNGE – POLEROTICA 2026 QUALIFIER ROUND V

FRI 08 – LAS GATAS (PORTLAND)
POLEROTICA 2026 QUALIFIER ROUND VI

FRI 15 – DESIRE – POLEROTICA 2026 QUALIFIER ROUND VII
FRI 22 – DANTE'S – POLEROTICA 2026 FINALS 

HAPPY HOURS

THE P-TOWN HAPS

Time to discuss what else is happening around the 
industry in April. And if you’re a seasoned Erotic 
City connoisseur, you already know we’ll start with 
industry birthdays! We’ll start o� with Daria’s Gosh 
Dang Divine Dance-O-Rama Birthday Party on Fri-
day, April 3, at Devils Point. Then on the following 
Friday, April 10, head over to AJ’s Gentlemen’s Club 
for Nina’s All-White Birthday Party. Lastly, we have 
two birthdays on Saturday, April 11: Azra’s Angelic 
Birthday Party at Lucky Devil Lounge, and Scott’s 
Birthday Party at Guilty Pleasures. Happy Birthday, 
ladies—and Scott—from all of us at Exotic!

Anyone up for some industry-�avored Easter celebra-
tions? Sounds like the perfect mix to us! Visit Stars 
Cabaret at Bridgeport in Tigard for their industry Eas-
ter Egg Hunt on Sunday, April 5. Easter eggs will be 
hidden throughout the club, along with the coveted 
golden egg, containing the exclusive Stars Cabaret 
MVP Card! Other prizes include free dances and Star-
bucks gift cards, so don’t miss out! A few weeks later, 
on Saturday, April 18, Stars Cabaret in Salem will throw 
their own Easter egg hunt: Bad Bunnies After Dark, 
promising drink specials and naughty surprises all 
night!

Now it wouldn’t be a proper April in the industry without 
a 4/20 party, right?! Casa Diablo has you covered, thank-
fully. Join them on Sunday, April 19, for their Bob Marley 
at Midnight, 420 Pre-Party!

Last on our list of April events is a going-away party of 
sorts. Guilty Pleasures is throwing their Farewell Party on 
Saturday, April 25, but it’s also, technically, their 8th An-
niversary. We like to look for the positivity in things here 
at Exotic, so we’re focusing on celebrating the last eight 
years—lots of good times! We’ll see you all there for a �nal 
goodbye. 

I’ll end with some April Fools’ advice...

“Better a witty fool than a foolish wit.” —Shakespeare

Support your local businesses, 
including every industry business 
within these pages.

IG: @exotic_mag

X: @exoticmag

FB: @xoticmag
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AJ'S – 10AM-5PM
CABARET – 2PM-6PM

CLUB 205 – 10:30AM-8PM
DEVILS POINT – 3PM-6PM

DESIRE – 6PM-9PM
DV8 – 12PM-3PM

FLESH AND BONES 
4PM-8PM (TUE-FRI)

GUILTY PLEASURES – 12PM-8PM
THE LOUNGE – 11AM-4PM
LUCKY DEVIL – 3PM-6PM
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Welcome back, students. Assuming you’ve 
done your homework, let’s continue (if not, 
pick up an old issue or check out the archive 
at xmag.com).

Rule 4: You May Never Know Which  
Customer Has the Most Money

Earlier in this series, I noted that it’s usually 
possible to pro�le a crowd when guessing 
what types of music they will appreciate. Of 
course, there are always exceptions to the 
rule, but more often than not, a table full of 
Portland-presenting white guys dressed like 
loggers who can’t lift wood are into indie 
rock. It’s not racist to assume the old, black 
dude might enjoy Bill Withers more than he 
does Cannibal Corpse (not always, but hu-
mor me here), nor is it homophobic to guess 
that a table full of gay dudes supporting their 
girlfriend at work would prefer Bronski Beat 
over Kid Rock. You may be wrong, exceptions 
to the rule exist, yadda yadda, but a glance 
and a vibe check will usually do the trick 
where song choice is concerned.

Although pro�ling works with music, it abso-
lutely, positively, does not work where mon-
ey is the target—you can work these clubs 
until you’re well into your thirties or beyond, 
and still not be able to �gure out why some 
big spenders look like they just crawled out 
of a dumpster. And, on the �ipside, there are 
more fake ballers than there are big spend-
ers. The faux-hustler isn’t just limited to the 
scammers and trust-me-bros of Instagram-
suggested reels (maybe it’s just me, as I have 
neither risen nor ground as a result of these 
ads, yet the rented, yellow Lambos next to 

ethnically ambiguous guy-in-a-suit images 
haunt my feed to this day). With the rare ex-
ception of bachelor parties and dudes look-
ing to get robbed in the alley, in the strip club 
world, there is no correlation between suits 
and money.

If you want to make bank in a busy club, ac-
cept the fact that you have absolutely no 
idea who has your rent money in their pock-
et, and knock on as many metaphorical doors 
as you can. Dress like a Girl Scout if you have 
to. Smile at the awkward dude. Wink at the 
weekend lesbian. Embrace low-pressure 
sales and make every customer you bump 
into feel like you’re not just trying to take 
their money (because, you are trying to take 
their money, but you work in a postmodern 
dystopia, in which our understanding of psy-
chology is used to milk people out of their 
capital). Find a nice balance between cold 
shoulders and pornstar acting—don’t ignore 
anyone, but also don’t pander. 

To help ease you in your quest for riches, let 
me explain the four basic archetypes of mon-
ey-having-men in strip clubs (I am not saying 

to ignore women, in fact, they can be some 
of your best customers—I’m just speaking 
for the majority, as a result of both shame-
ful experience and observational pity, having 
worked in these clubs for eleven and a half 
decades in DJ years).

The Fool

Okay, maybe take back everything I said at 
the beginning about not pro�ling people. 
It’s okay to pro�le The Fool. First to get told 
to put his phone away, last to stop �ashing 
his cash, The Fool is an obvious mark. The 
trick with this dude is not to waste a ton of 
time. Approach with a hard sell and a touch 
of snark. “Are you just gonna wave that brick 
of ones around, or are you gonna make it 
rain?” Giggle at his shoes. Ask what decade 
his iPhone came out in. Be nice, be funny, but 
lean more on the roast/drag angle of your 
at-work persona until you’ve milked the mo-
ment. Think of The Fool like those coin boxes 
in Mario games. When they stop producing 
coins, move on. If they want any more of your 
attention, they will make it clear by, well, act-
ing a “fool,” and throwing cash when you’re 
on stage again.
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The Stealth Bomber

This guy is low-key, and he’s fucking loaded. 
Where The Fool leads with his money, The 
Stealth Bomber is smart enough to know 
that he shouldn’t �aunt his wealth, similar 
to the “Bill Gates drives a shitbox” wisdom 
that can keep dudes from becoming marks. 
Perhaps this person fell into an inheritance, 
perhaps they just got done serving time for 
wire fraud, or perhaps they just forgot that 
they bought all that Dogecoin years ago, 
and checked their Coinbase app by accident 
while taking a piss, nearly dropping their 
phone into the urinal upon realizing they’re 
rich all of a sudden. 

The Stealth Bomber may be smart with con-
cealing his money, but if he just fell into it, 
he’s not going to be tight with it. The male 
instinct to spread seed extends to the wallet. 
So, your job as a dancer is to make small talk. 
Men have three, maybe four interests, tops. 
Once I’ve let a girl know my feelings on col-
lege (scam), politics (scam), and the Federal 
Reserve (scam), I might mention �rearms be-
fore drawing a complete blank and sharing 
whatever the latest goings-on in my life are. 
This is how you sus out a Stealth Bomber—
he will tell you. And not in that “I’m going to 
drop hints like sprinkles of salt until you put 
them together into a cube” woman way of 
telling you something, but in a dumber, less 
covert, “So, are you like, into �nance?” male 
kind of way. And your response should be, 
“I’d love to hear you tell me about it over a 
dance.” Once the dance is done, don’t let the 
other girls know. Become a Stealth Bomb-
erette, and this guy will return for dances 
again and again, throughout the night.

Tourists

My buddy got thrown out of a strip club in 
Idaho because he asked a dancer to take 
o� her top. Apparently, that’s a no-no in the 
land of potatoes. Then, the same guy went to 
Canada and got teased by a Canadian strip-
per because he wasn’t touching her while 

she was naked during a dance. Apparently, 
touching is mandatory in the land of maple 
syrup. The rules regarding what �ies here 
may or may not �y there. Potatoes and ma-
ple syrup don’t mix, unless the potatoes get 
really hot �rst. I don’t know where I’m going 
with this analogy.

Oh, this was it: if you have a group of tour-
ists (or a solo traveler) who appear(s) to be 
breaking (or simply unaware of the) rules, 
don’t rush to assumptions. Oftentimes, the 
people who don’t know how to tip aren’t 
complete idiots who hate strippers—per-
haps the DJ is just reminding them to do so 
in a language they don’t speak. Perhaps they 
think the establishment is a pay-for-private, 
watch-at-stage scenario. Some clubs (Kit Kat 
and Sassy’s come to mind) have great secu-
rity who remind incoming customers of the 
rules, and take extra time to give a run-down 
to foreigners. But that’s the bouncer doing 
extra, and not something that happens ev-
erywhere, all the time. Therefore, it is your 
job to do what every single country on the 
planet does and �nd a way to rob tourists 
while smiling, making them feel like they are 
making a worthwhile purchase.

One can assume that people who travel 
to Portland aren’t doing so to �nd the best 
downtown school to leave their kids at all 
day. I imagine it’s more of a Temu Vegas sce-
nario, whether The Hangover or Leaving Las 
Vegas in nature, with a ton of money being 
dropped either way. The best way to win over 
the tourist crowd is to play up whatever im-

pression they have of you. Sometimes, it’s the 
quirk and the donut dust. Other times, it’s the 
full nudity. Find out whatever we can do here 
that they can’t do there, and do that thing. 
It’s not vegan nachos that bankrupt the va-
cationing bachelors stumbling out of Casa 
Diablo at bar-thirty while ignoring texts from 
their bank-account-noticing wives. It’s the 
entertainment. And thankfully, most bands 
now charge fuck-you-nintey-nine (plus fees) 
for live shows, so smart tourists have a cover 
story to account for spent funds (if they can 
just remember how to pronounce “Arlene 
Schnitzer”).

Soon-to-Be-Divorced Guys

A lot of men are on their way to divorce. Some 
know they are, others are currently too busy 
forgetting birthdays and banging babysit-
ters. Whatever your preferred �avor of busted 
unc, divorce is the worst and most expensive 
thing that can happen to a man, outside of 
Bangkok. Whatever amount of heartbreak or 
�nancial ruin you intend on bringing into this 
guy’s night o� is nothing compared to his 
upcoming nightmare with the courts, banks, 
and some bitch named Barbara, whom you 
will inevitably hear about during a private 
dance.

This means that he’s not only willing to spend 
money he doesn’t have on a woman who 
doesn’t love him in return, but he’s built for 
it. You could be the most mediocre dancer 
on stage, forget makeup, use dollar store 
hygiene products, and still be more attrac-
tive to the STBDG than the woman he’s try-
ing to forget. This dude might start slow, with 
a few dollars here and there, but so did his 
marriage. If he were good with money and 
knew how to say “no” to women, he wouldn’t 
be getting divorced. Plus, in the back of his 
head, he knows that courts will determine 
his alimony/support payments based on in-
come and savings. So, the more money he 
“loses in a boating accident” during his time 
at The Sticky Kitten, the less his upcoming 
payments to Barbara will be. Every dollar you 
take from STBDG is a dollar that doesn’t go to 
Barbara. Fuck Barbara.

TalesFromTheDJBooth.com

@RainmanMcMillin on IG

I don’t check Facebook.
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S T R I P  C L U B S  

82ND STRIP 1  FOOD LOTTERY
7737 SE 82nd Ave |  (503) 771-0096
Daily 12pm-1:30am 
ACROPOLIS 2  FOOD LOTTERY
8325 SE McLoughlin Blvd | (503) 231-9611
Mon-Thu 2pm-2:30am, Fri-Sun 11am-2:30am
AJ'S GENTLEMEN'S CLUB 3  FOOD LOTTERY
15920 SE Stark St | (971) 420-2421
Daily 10am-2:30am
ANGELS 4  FOOD LOTTERY
10335 SE Foster Rd | (503) 889-0916
Daily 1pm-2:30am
BOTTOMS UP! 5  FOOD LOTTERY
16900 NW St Helens Rd | (503) 621-9844
Tue-Sun 12pm-12am
CABARET 6  FOOD 
17544 SE Stark St | (503) 252-3529
Daily 2pm-2:30am
CASA DIABLO 27  FOOD LOTTERY
2839 NW St Helens Rd | (503) 222-6600
Tue 8pm-2:30am, Wed-Sun 2:30pm-2:30am
CLUB 205 7  FOOD LOTTERY
9939 SE Stark St | (503) 256-0527 
Daily 10:30am-2:30am
CLUB ROUGE 9  FOOD LOTTERY
Portland: 403 SW Harvey Milk St | (503) 227-3936
Daily 5pm-2am
Beaverton: 8687 SW Hall Blvd | (971) 266-8340
Daily 11am-2am 
COLUMBIA STRIP 10  FOOD LOTTERY
605 N Columbia Blvd | (503) 289-1351
Sun-Thu 12pm-1:30am, Fri-Sat 12pm-2:30am
DESIRE 11  FOOD LOTTERY
535 NE Columbia Blvd | (971) 339-2198
Daily 3pm-2:30am
DEVILS POINT 12  FOOD LOTTERY
5305 SE Foster Rd | (503) 774-4513
Daily 11am-2:30am 
DOMINIQUE STELLA 14  FOOD 
15826 SE Division St | (503) 319-0318
Daily 2pm-2:30am 
DV8 15  FOOD LOTTERY
5021 SE Powell Blvd | (503) 788-7178
Daily 2pm-2:30am
FLESH AND BONES LOUNGE 25  FOOD LOTTERY
8345 SW Barbur Blvd | (971) 346-2071
Tue-Fri 4pm-2:30am, Sat-Sun 8pm-2:30am
GUILTY PLEASURES 17  FOOD LOTTERY
13639 SE Powell Blvd | (503) 760-8128
Mon-Thu 12pm-12am, Fri-Sat 12pm-2:30am
HAWTHORNE STRIP 18  FOOD LOTTERY
3532 SE Powell Blvd | (503) 232-9516
Daily 2pm-2:30am

KIT KAT CLUB 19  FOOD LOTTERY
231 SW Ankeny St | (503) 208-3229
Daily 4pm-2:30am
LAS GATAS GENTLEMEN’S CLUB 20  FOOD LOTTERY
Portland: 12035 NE Glisan St | (971) 420-8097
Daily 3pm-2:30am 
Hillsboro: 1735 SE TV Hwy | (971) 990-4015 
Daily 4pm-2:30am
LAVENDAR LOTUS 8  FOOD 
215 W Burnside St | TBD
Wed-Sat 9pm-2:30am 
THE LOUNGE 21  FOOD LOTTERY
6210 NE Columbia Blvd | (503) 281-3212
Daily 11am-2am
LUCKY DEVIL LOUNGE 22  FOOD LOTTERY
633 SE Powell Blvd | (503) 206-7350
Daily 11am-2:30am
MARY’S CLUB 23  FOOD LOTTERY
503 W Burnside St | (503) 227-3023
Daily 11:30am-2:30am
THE OLD DOLPHIN 24  FOOD LOTTERY
17180 SE McLoughlin Blvd | (503) 908-1177
Mon-Fri 12pm-2am, Sat-Sun 2pm-2am
THE PUSSY WILLOW CLUB 34  FOOD LOTTERY
8445 SE McLoughlin Blvd | (503) 222-6610
TBD 
SASSY’S 26  FOOD LOTTERY
927 SE Morrison St | (503) 231-1606
Daily 10:30am-2:30am 
STAG PDX 29  FOOD 
317 NW Broadway | (503) 894-9679
Mon-Thu 7pm-2am, Fri-Sat 4pm-2:30am,
Sun 11am-2am
STARS CABARET BRIDGEPORT 30  FOOD LOTTERY
17939 SW McEwan Rd | (503) 726-2403
Mon-Sat 11am-2:30am, Sun 4pm-2:30am
THE SUNSET STRIP VIP 35  FOOD LOTTERY
10860 SW Beaverton Hillsdale Hwy | (503) 627-0666
Mon-Sat 2pm-2:30am, Sun 5pm-2:30am 
UNION JACKS 31  FOOD
938 E Burnside St | (503) 236-1125
Tue-Fri 6pm-2:30am, Sat-Sun 4:30pm-2:30am
X EXOTIC LOUNGE 32  FOOD LOTTERY
15 SW 2nd Ave | (503) 790-9090
Daily 7pm-2:30am
XPOSE 33  FOOD LOTTERY
10140 SW Canyon Rd | (503) 430-5364
Daily 3pm-2:30am

EVERYTHING ELSE
ADAM & EVE 101
9220 SW Barbur Blvd #115 | (503) 224-1604
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-11pm
ALL ADULT SUPER SHOP 102
14555 SE McLoughlin Blvd | (503) 652-2004
Daily 24 hours
BLACK DIAMOND RECORDING STUDIOS 104
1424 SE 162nd Ave | (503) 477-6523
Daily 7am-9pm
DANTE'S 103
350 W Burnside St | (866) 777-8932
Daily 11am-2:30am
EYE CANDY FASHIONS 105
10412 SE 82nd Ave | (503) 771-0080
Mon-Fri 10am-7pm, Thu-Sat 10am-8pm
FANTASY FOR ADULTS ONLY (4) 106
3137 NE Sandy Blvd | (503) 239-6969
Daily 10am-12am 
15536 SE 82nd Dr | (503) 203-6969
Daily 12pm-8pm
6440 SW Coronado St | (503) 244-6969
Daily 10am-12am.
1703 W Burnside St | (503) 295-6969
Daily 12pm-8pm
FANTASYLAND (2) 107
5228 SE Foster Rd | (503) 775-0094
Daily 24 hours
16016 SE 82nd Dr | (503) 655-4667
Daily 24 hours
HOT BOX 108
3785 SW Hall Blvd | (503) 574-4057
Daily 10am-9pm
JUST BLISS 109
12643 SE Division St | TBD
24 Hours 
LOVE TOYS 110
10660 SE Division St | (503) 257-6881
Daily 24 hours
LUSH PRIVATE ENTERTAINMENT  112
3609 S Corbett Ave Unit 1
Daily 24 Hours
MR. PEEPS / MR. PEEPS TOO (2) 111
13355 SW Henry St | (503) 643-6645
20625 SW TV Hwy, Aloha OR | (503) 356-5624
Daily 24 hours
PARADISE 129
14712 SE Stark St | (503) 914-3904 
Daily 24 Hours
PDX BARBIES  113
11142 NE Halsey St | (503) 206-4535
Daily 24 Hours
PEEP HOLE 115
709 SE 122nd Ave | (503) 257-8617
Daily 24 hours

SHEENA’S GSPOT 117
8315 SW Barbur Blvd | (503) 972-1111
Daily 24 hours
SILVER SPOON 118
8521 SW Barbur Blvd | (503) 245-0489
Tue-Sat 10am-7pm, Sun 11am-5pm
STAR THEATER 128
13 NW 6th Ave | (503) 248-4700
Daily 11am-2:30am 
SYLVIA’S PLAYHOUSE 119
8226 NE Fremont St | (503) 568-4090
Daily 24 hours
TABOO VIDEO (4) 120
Downtown: 311 NW Broadway | (503) 227-3443
Daily 11am-2am
Portland: 2330 SE 82nd Ave | (503) 206-4708
Daily 24 Hours
Portland: 237 SE MLK JR Blvd | (503) 239-1678
Sun-Thu 10am-12am, Fri-Sat 10am-2am
Vancouver: 4811 NE 94th Ave | (360) 254-1126
Daily 24 Hours
TORCHED ILLUSIONS 121
17935 SW Tualatin Valley Hwy | (503) 259-2310
Daily 6am-12am
Newberg: 2515 Portland Rd | (971) 412-7113
Daily 11am-9pm
THE VELVET ROPE 123
3533 SE César E Chávez Ave | (971) 271-7064
Fri-Sat 8pm-3am, Sun 8pm-2am
VICTRESS ENTERTAINMENT 124
6824 NE Glisan St | (971) 291-9765 
Daily 24 Hours
X-OTIC TAN 125
8431 SE Division St | (503) 257-0622
Daily 24 hours
X-SENSUAL 126
3520 NE 82nd Ave | (503) 954-3115 
5226 SE Foster Rd | (503) 477-4614
Daily 24 Hours
XXXTASY 127
10518 NE Sandy Blvd Unit B | (503) 849-1138
Daily 24 hours

D I S P E N S A R I E S
MARIJUANA PARADISE A
9663 SW Barbur Blvd | (503) 206-7462
Daily 10am-8pm
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A L B A N Y
 ADULT SHOP 
3404 Spicer Dr SE / (541) 812-2522
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-12am, Fri-Sat 10am-2am

A S T O R I A
 ANNIE’S SALOON 
2897 Marine Dr / (503) 325-2746
Full Bar, 1 Stage
Tue-Sat 5pm-2:30am

B E N D
IMAGINE THAT 
197 NE Third St / (541) 312-8100
Videos, Mags, Toys, Body Jewelry, Novelty Gifts
24 Hours / 7 Days
STARS CABARET 
197 NE 3rd St / (541) 388-4081
Full Bar, Full Menu, Beautiful Dancers
6pm-2:30am / 7 Days

C O O S  B AY
BACHELOR'S INN 
63721 Edward Rd / (541) 266-8827
Strip Club, Fine Food, Fancy Ladies, Cocktails
& Lottery
Mon-Sat 4pm-2:30am, Sun 6pm-2:30am 

C O R V A L L I S
EVA’S BOUTIQUE 
2315 NW 9th St / (541) 754-7039
Huge Selection Of Lingerie, Shoes,  
Dancewear, Novelties, Gift Cards & More
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri & Sat 10am-12am

E U G E N E
ADULT SHOP 
90 Holeman Ave / (541) 688-5411
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am
ADULT SHOP 
86784 Franklin Blvd / (541) 636-3203
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am
B&B DISTRIBUTORS 
710 W 6th Ave / (541) 683-8999
Videos, Arcade, Clothing, Novelties, Viewing Room
24 Hours / 7 Days
EVA’S BOUTIQUE  
720 Garfield St / (541) 345-2873
Huge Selection Of Lingerie, Shoes,  
Dancewear, Novelties, Gift Cards & More
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am
THE NILE 
1030 Highway 99 N / (541) 688-1869
Full Bar, Full Menu, Dancers
Mon-Sat 12pm-2am, Sun 3pm-12am
SILVER DOLLAR CLUB 
2620 W 10th Pl / (541) 485-2303
Full Bar, Food, 3 Stages
Mon-Sat 11:30am-2:30am, Sun 6pm-2:30am

G E R V A I S
LAST CHANCE SALOON 
7650 Checkerboard Ct / (503) 792-5100
Full Bar, Lottery, 1 Stage
Sun-Thu 12pm-12am, Fri-Sat 12pm-2am

H E R M I S T O N
THE SPICE CABINET 
148 E Main St / (541) 300-9615
Adult Toys, Novelties & More
Tue-Sat 12pm-8pm

K L A M AT H  F A L L S
THE ALIBI 
5711 S 6th St / (541) 882-0145
1Stage, Private Dances, Full Bar, Lottery
3pm-2:30am / 7 Days

L I N C O L N  C I T Y
IMAGINE THAT  
2159 NW Highway 101, Ste C / (541) 996-6600
(Downstairs When Entering From Highway 101)
Videos, Magazines, Toys, Body Jewelry, Novelty Gifts
Sun-Thu 9am-11pm, Fri-Sat 24 Hours

M E D F O R D
ADULT SHOP 
261 Barnett Rd / (541) 772-5220
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am

N E W P O R T
SPICE ADULT EMPORIUM 
611 SW Coast Highway / (541) 574-6969
Videos, Magazines, Multi-Channel Arcade
24 Hours / 7 Days

O A K L A N D
ADULT SHOP 
726 John Long Rd / (541) 849-3344
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am

R O S E B U R G
FILLED WITH FUN 
2498 Old Highway 99E S / (541) 957-3741
Novelties, Videos, Arcade, Toys, Magazines
Mon-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri 10am-12am,  
Sat 11am-12am, Sun 12pm-9pm

S A L E M
ADULT SHOP 
155 Lancaster Dr SE / (503) 585-8288
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am
ADULT SHOP 
3113 River Rd N / (503) 390-4371
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Arcade, 
Lingerie
Sun-Thu 12pm-10pm, Fri-Sat 12pm-12am
BOB’S ADULT BOOKS 
3815 State St / (503) 363-3846
Adult Books, Videos, Arcade & Mini-Theater 
11am-11pm / 7 Days
CHEETAHS XXX CABARET  
3453 Silverton Rd NE / (503) 316-6969
18+ Juice Bar
Tue-Thu 7pm-4am, Fri-Sat 7pm-5am & Sun 
7pm-4am
EVA’S BOUTIQUE  
3593 Silverton Rd NE / (503) 385-8111
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am
5530 Commercial St SE / (503) 763-6754
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am
2410 Mission St SE / (503) 763-3556
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am
Huge Selection Of Lingerie, Shoes,  
Dancewear, Novelties, Gift Cards & More
THE FIREHOUSE CABARET 
5782 Portland Rd NE / (503) 393-4782
Full Bar, Full Menu, Lottery
Mon-Fri 2pm-2:30am, Sat-Sun 6pm-2:30am
STARS CABARET 
1550 Weston Ct NE / (503) 370-8063
Full Bar, Full Menu, Sports Room, 4 Stages
Mon-Sat 11am-2:30am, Sun 4pm-2:30am
SUGAR SHACK GENTLEMEN’S CLUB 
3803 Commercial St SE / (503) 339-7368
Full Bar, Full Menu, Light-Up Dance Floor And Pole
Sun-Thu 12pm-12am, Fri-Sat 12pm-2am
VIXENS 
3815 State St / (971) 304-7082
Lingerie Modeling
24 Hours / 7 Days

S P R I N G F I E L D
EVA’S BOUTIQUE  
3270 Gateway St C / (541) 726-2445  
Huge Selection Of Lingerie, Shoes,  
Dancewear, Novelties, Gift Cards & More
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am
EXCLUSIVELY ADULT 
1166 South A St / (541) 726-6969
Videos, Mags, Clothes, Novelties, Arcade
Mon-Tue 8am-12am, Wed-Sun 24 Hours
SECRET LOUNGE 
1195 Main St / (458) 240-7215
Full Bar, Full Menu, Free Parking 
12pm-1:30am / 7 Days

T H E  D A L L E S
ADULT SHOP 
3506 W 6th St / (541) 298-1874
Videos, Magazines, Books, Novelties, Lingerie
Sun-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am

MON-SAT 11AM-1AM, SUN 11AM-12AMB R E M E R T O N  
ADULTS ONLY BREMERTON 
317 N Callow Ave / (360) 627-7318
DVDs, Books, Magazines, Novelties & Arcade
Sun-Thu 10am-12am, Fri-Sat 10am-2am 

C E N T R A L I A  

PARADISE FOR ADULTS ONLY 
1011 S Gold St / (360) 807-8932
Adult Products & Smoke Supplies 
Mon-Sat 10am-2am, Sun 12pm-12am

D E S  M O I N E S
AIRPORT VIDEO 2 
21635 Pacific Highway S / (206) 878-7780
Theater, Arcade, Lingerie, Movies, Novelties 
& Toys
Thu-Mon 10am-2am, Tue-Wed 10am-12am

E V E R E T T
AIRPORT VIDEO 1 
11732 Airport Rd / (425) 290-7555
Theater, Arcade, Videos, Magazines, Novelties
Daily 10am-1am
LOVERS LAIR 
5329 Evergreen Wy / (425) 775-4502
BDSM, Fetish, Leather/Latex, Rave/Club Kid/
Exotic Dancewear, Adult Novelties, The Dungeon/
Content Creation Studio
Mon-Sat 10am-10pm, Sun 12pm-6pm

K E N N E W I C K
CASTLE MEGASTORE 
522 N Columbia Center Blvd / (509) 374-8276
Essentials For Lovers
Sun-Thu 10am-11pm, Fri-Sat 10am-1am

K E N T
THE FANTASY SHOP 
604 Central Ave S / (253) 200-4200
Adult Products & Smoke Supplies
Sun-Thu 11am-10pm, Fri-Sat 11am-12am 

L A K E W O O D
LIBERTY BOOK STORE 
3710 100th St SW / (253) 581-0362
Videos, Magazines, Books, Arcade
Sun-Thu 8am-12am, Fri-Sat 8am-1am

LY N N W O O D
DEANNA’S VIDEO 
15329 Highway 99 / (425) 742-7747
Videos, Magazines, Arcade, Novelties, Toys
9am-11pm / 7 Days

S E AT T L E
ALL THE SMOKE AURORA 
10332 Aurora Ave N / (206) 535-7964
Rigs, Cigs, Cigars, Pipes, Wraps, Vapes, Hookah, 
Kratom, Beer, Wine, Munchies & More
9am-2am / 7 Days
FANTASY UNLIMITED – SLU 
2027 Westlake Ave / (206) 682-0167
Toys, Lingerie, Novelties & Books
Sun-Thu 12pm-10pm, Fri-Sat 12pm-12am 
FANTASY UNLIMITED – AT THE MARKET 
1510 1st Ave / (206) 624-1784
DVDs, Toys, Lingerie, Novelties, Books, Theater & Arcade
Mon-Thu 10am-10pm, Fri-Sat 10am-12am, 
Sun 10am-8pm
HOLLYWOOD EROTIC BOUTIQUE 
12706 Lake City Way NE / (206) 363-0056
DVDs, Toys, Novelties, Lingerie, Theater
24 Hours / 7 Days
JOES’ BAR & GRILL 
500 S King St / (206) 223-9266
Drinks, Pull Tabs, Pool Table
10am-2am / 7 Days 
TABOO VIDEO 
9813 16th Ave SW / (206) 767-4855
DVDs, Novelties, Arcade, Theater, Best Prices
Sun-Tue 10am-10pm, Wed-Sat 10am-12am
THE PLAYGROUND CABARET 
7509 15th Ave NW / (206) 782-1225
Gentlemen’s Club, No Cover Before 3pm, Private 
Rooms, Pool, ATM
10am-2:30am / 7 Days 
VIDEO VIDEOS 
10326 Lake City Way NE / (206) 523-5973
DVDs, Magazines, Books, Toys, Novelties, 
Theater
10am-1am / 7 Days

S P O K A N E  V A L L E Y
CASTLE MEGASTORE 
11324 E Sprague Ave / (509) 893-1180
Essentials For Lovers
Sun-Thu 12pm-9pm, Fri-Sat 12pm-10pm
HOLLYWOOD EROTIC BOUTIQUE 
9611 E Sprague Ave / (509) 928-9499
DVDs, Toys, Novelties, Lingerie, Theater
24 Hours / 7 Days

T O L E D O
RED’S DESIRE ADULT STORE 
431 State Route 506 / (360) 864-6630
DVDs, Books, Magazines, Novelties & Arcade
Mon 12pm-8pm, Tue-Thu 12pm-9pm,  
Fri-Sat 12pm-10pm, Sun 12pm-6pm

YA K I M A
X SPOT 
1111 N 1st St Suite #5 / (509) 248-8598
Adult Toys, Movies, Magazines, Lingerie & Arcade
9am-11pm / 7 Days
YAKIMA ARCADE 
21 S Front St / (509) 575-9433
Adult Toys, Movies, Magazines, Lingerie & Arcade
9am-11pm / 7 Days

O R E G O N W A S H I N G T O N

DID WE MISS A 
LOCATION?

EMAIL INFO@XMAG.COM
OR TEXT/CALL (503) 241-4317

AND LET US KNOW!
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THE LOUNGE

Looking For Classy, Elegant Models  
With Great Personalities. Must Be 21+.  

Please Text Mz. Jordan To Set Up Audition 
(503) 482-4000  

 HAWTHORNE STRIP
Hiring Professional Entertainers 21+
To Set Up Audition, Send Photos, 

A Brief Summary Of Your Experience 
& Contact Information To

HawthorneStrip@Gmail.com 
ANGELS

All Experience Levels Welcome • 21+
 Low Fees • Flexible Scheduling

Text Alice (503) 348-7669 Or Jordan 
(971) 388-6329 • AngelsPDX.net

THE SUNSET STRIP VIP
Auditions Monday & Thursday 6pm-9pm

(503) 627-0666
GUILTY PLEASURES
GENTLEMEN’S CLUB

Hiring Dancers 18 And Over  
For Portland’s Hottest Club 

Auditions Mon-Fri 
Text/Call For Auditions (971) 352-2414 

X-SENSUAL
Now Hiring Models 18+ 

No Experience Necessary Flexible Hours 
Email XSensualPDX@Gmail.com

DM IG @XSensualQueens  
Or Text (503) 510-7936 

CLUB DESIRE IS NOW 
HIRING DANCERS!!!

Low House Fee. Flexible Hours.Text Matty 
(503) 954-4167 To Set Up An Audition!!!

KIT KAT CLUB
Performers Are Welcome To Audition 

Sun-Wed At 8pm · Creativity Is Encouraged 
231 SW Ankeny, In Ankeny St Alley 

Next To Voodoo Doughnut 
Text (503) 919-8644 For More Information

 DV8 IS HIRING DANCERS 21+
To Set Up An Audition, Send Unfiltered 

Photos To DV8GentlemensClub@Gmail.com 
JOIN THE SEXY GROUP AT 

SYLVIA’S PLAYHOUSE!
Upscale, Private Fetish Club Is Looking 

For Energetic, Positive & Punctual Ladies 
Between 18-35 For A Busy, 24/7,

Big $$$ Location! Weekly Schedule Cus-
tom To Your Availability & NO Shift Fees! 
Apply By Email To StilettoGirls@Yahoo.

com (Include Photo/Age/Availability)   
 FANTASYLAND ADULT VIDEO

In Clackamas, OR Is Looking 
To Fill A Clerk Position 

Call (503) 655-4667 For Info

WHATEVER.PHOTO
Down for Whatever.

www.whatever.photo

WWW.EXOTICCAMS.COM

CLUB FOXY
Come Work In Paradise And Make $$$! 

Guam’s #1 Gentlemen’s Club! Great Team! 
Professional Environment!

Alicia (671) 747-7770
ClubFoxyGuam@Gmail.com 

www.ClubFoxy.us IG: ClubFoxyGuam
CLUB USA

The Hottest Adult Nightclub In Guam
$500 Weekly Salary, Free Housing, 

Free Airfare, Drink And Dance 
Commissions Plus Tips

Contact (671) 688-5235 Or
Email Pat@ClubUSAGuam.com 
CLUB SINROCK IS SEEKING  
SHOWGIRLS WHO TRAVEL!

Prime Alaska Locations Where It Only 
Rains On Stage! Airfare Assistance & Free 
Lodging! Contracting Entertainers 18+ In 

Anchorage & 21+ In Fairbanks 
Email SinRockShowgirls@Gmail.com  
THE PLAYGROUND CABARET

SELECTIVELY HIRING!!! 
(206) 782-1225

www.ThePlaygroundCabaret.com
IG: Seattle.Gentlemens.Club

7509 15th Ave NW
Seattle, WA 98117 
ANNIE'S SALOON

2897 Marine Dr • Astoria, Oregon
(503) 325-2746

Open Tue-Sat 5pm-2:30am
Full Bar • Now Accepting Dancers! 

STARS CABARET
1550 Weston Court NE · Salem, OR

(503) 370-8063 Auditions Daily 
DANCE AT CHEETAHS IN SALEM!

Auditions 18+ Tue-Sun 7pm-10pm
DEVILS POINT & LUCKY DEVIL LOUNGE 

Now Accepting Applications For Cooks. 
Must Have Current And Valid OLCC And 
Food Handlers Card. Experienced And  

Professional Personnel Only.  
www.DevilsPointBar.com/Contact 

STARS BRIDGEPORT
Seeking Professional Entertainers & Staff

Audition Times Mon-Thu 2pm-8pm,  
Sun 4pm-8pm Call (503) 726-2403 

CASA DIABLO VEGAN STRIP CLUB
We Put The Meat On The Pole, 

Not On The Plate! 
www.CasaDiablo.com 

CABARET
17544 SE Stark St · Hiring Girls 18 & Over

Auditions Daily 2pm-5pm
Call (503) 252-3529 

CLUB 205
HOME OF THE COVERGIRLS!

Portland's Finest Live Entertainment!  
The Best Extended Happy Hour In PDX!

Auditions Tuesdays And Thursdays 
12pm-5pm

FLESH AND BONES LOUNGE
Auditions Tue Through Fri After 5pm,

Sat & Sun after 8pm 
Or Contact Us On Instagram  

@FleshAndBonesLounge 
(971) 346-2071 

AJ’S GENTLEMEN’S CLUB 
Now Hiring Entertainers 

No Experience Necessary 
Call (971) 420-2421 

To Schedule An Audition 
LAS GATAS

Audiciones Diarias De 7-11pm 21+ 
IG: Las.Gatas.PDX 

CLASSIFIEDS
TO ADVERTISE

CALL (503) 8044479
EMAIL CLASSIFIEDS@XMAG.COM

• MISCELLANEOUS •
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April brings a lot of things to the table, like 
ham, painted eggs, chocolate, Jesus (I guess? 
Maybe this year…), rain, and that one spe-
cial day of the year where everyone gets 
together secretly, by themselves, in window-
less rooms, to plan massive power outages, 
national treasure robbery, resurrections, or 
some joke-equivalent, to unsuspecting peo-
ple. I’ve never been good at it—April Fool’s 
Day, I mean. I always thought it required 
someone a bit meaner and more con�dent 
than I was, so every time I’d try to pull a 
prank, I’d immediately back out of it, tell the 
“victim” I was lying, and apologize. Such a 
waste of energy and a massive source of un-
due stress on my part, feeling like an awful 
human being. But, being an adult, I’m now 
calloused to all that and couldn’t care less if 
someone believes me or not. Which is proba-
bly why these next April Fool’s pranks landed 
themselves in the “fail” category. Personally, I 
�nd most of these hilarious or at least chuck-
le-worthy. But there’s always that Karen and 
Todd Pilgrimman-man, who just want to ruin 
everything for everyone. Thanks to them, we 
have this list of pranks that were considered 
failures by everyone. In no particular order—
please enjoy.

Taco Liberty Bell – In 1996, Taco Bell ran ads 
in multiple major newspapers claiming it had 
purchased the Liberty Bell and renamed it 
the Taco Liberty Bell. Apparently, a few politi-
cians called the National Park Service to ask 
why the hell a national treasure was being 
sold to a place that sold things called Gordi-
tas. In defense of Taco Bell, their ads claimed 
they were trying to help the national debt by 
buying our nation’s “prized stu�,” so you can’t 
be too upset by that, right?

Watch Out for the Erupting Volcanic Hill! – In 
1980, a news caster in Boston, Massachusetts 
(you don’t want to know how long it took me 
to spell this state correctly. It’s embarrassing, 
really…I almost shortened it to Mass. just out 
of laziness and unwillingness to use auto-
correct), gave a startling news report about 
the Great Blue Hill in Milton. 600 million years 
ago to this day (or in the relative ballpark—
time’s tricky and mostly relative), Great Blue 
Hill was an actual volcano that spewed lava 
and everything. Today, it’s a hill, just like the 

name suggests. Well, that local news caster 
decided to claim it was now erupting, show-
ing pictures and footage of lava �owing from 
an unnamed source. This scared quite a few 
folks in the area, obviously. It’s just a bit omi-
nous that Mt. Saint Helens ended up pop-
ping her top just a month and change after 
this joke. 

Let the Best Prisoner Win – The UK and their 
sense of humor have always been love or hate 
with anyone who has not grown up in the UK 
or watched the BBC on TV for some reason. 
You either get it, or you don’t. And even if 
you do, it might not be your cup of Earl Grey. 
Such is the case with this prank pulled in 
2015 by the Manchester Police Department, 
who made a tweet, stating in so many words, 
“If you know a prisoner you would like to see 
out of prison, you can vote for them here! The 
winner gets a holiday!” The tweet appears to 
have been removed and all but taken away 
from the internet, but let’s just say that there 
were a lot of people calling and complain-
ing about this o�cial announcement, due to 
some of them having children who had been 
murdered by these individuals. Yeah, I’ll say 
this is one of those times I just won’t under-
stand British humor, and it looks like others 
didn’t take to it either.

You’ll Help Bury My Husband, Right? – In 2013, 
a Tennessee resident by the name of Susan 
called her sister up, stating she had killed her 
husband, was cleaning up the evidence, and 
needed help burying the body. Her sister, not 
taking into account the day of the year, only 
thought back to those times she remembered 
Susan and her husband having marital spats, 
so she took it upon herself to call another 
relative and divulge what was said to her 
about the murder. That relative decided they 
couldn’t let the family get away with murder, 
so they called the cops on Susan. When the 
sister and cops showed up, Susan’s husband 
showed himself to them, proving he was very 
alive and well. Susan wasn’t arrested, but she 
was put in the back of a police car for a bit, to 
sit and think about how she could make next 
year’s prank go a bit more smoothly. I mean, 
at least she’s also now aware that none of her 
family would help with burying a body. So, 
there’s that. Lesson learned.

Okay, so I think I did save the best for last. It’s 
also the oldest one on here…

I’m Not a Ghost! – In 1708, the author of 
Gulliver’s Travels, Jonathan Swift, used a 
pseudonym, “Isaac Bickersta�,” to predict that 
the famous astrologer John Partridge would 
die on March 29th. On March 30th, there was 
an anonymous letter con�rming Partridge’s 
apparent “death”. On April 1st, an individual 
came and knocked on his door to arrange 
the funeral. Even though Partridge was still 
very much alive, predicting his own future in 
space-time as an astrologer, he spent years 
convincing people that he was not a ghost. 
Years. He died 7 years later, still not know-
ing who the heck Isaac Bickersta� was, the 
man who probably nearly ruined his social 
life, and on his deathbed, convincing people 
that he was not a ghost. I keep thinking of 
that story about Jesus in a cave, blocked by 
a boulder, waiting it out a bit, still alive, and 
then popping back out from behind the 
boulder, like the Fonz or Kool-Aid Man, alive 
and well, thumbs up, wearing cool sunglass-
es or something, telling people he came back 
from the dead. It’s just like that, yeah. 
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I mean…what kind of particular dick do you have to be (appar-
ently Jonathan Swift…er, Isaac Bickersta�), to announce to the 
public that someone’s dead, never say “PSYCH!” or come out to 
the person you falsely accused of being dead to at least shake 
hands and chuckle together or something. It’s like a weird secret 
he kept to himself forever. Or at least didn’t tell Partridge about.

I want to end this article by saying I don’t think there is such a 
thing as a bad joke. Jokes are inherently funny to at least one 
person, the one making the joke. If it makes you laugh and isn’t 
causing harm to anyone, at least no mental harm that can’t be 
undone, go ahead and buy that Liberty Bell or claim to purchase 
all of the cows in Wisconsin to be set free in Idaho. Stating you 
murdered someone to a family member or friend might be tak-
ing things a bit far, and I might tone down the tweets about let-
ting out violent prisoners for a “holiday”, but that’s just my two 
cents. Two cents that might be worth more someday! Haha….I 
hope I become a millionaire on April 1st so that I can tell every-
one I’m a millionaire but have no one believe me. 

Hannah One Cup can be found researching other failed jokes on 
the internet and wondering about why the Dewey Decimal system 
is still being used. Her ADHD is kicking in, so she’s going to end 
the article here. Also, the ice cream man just passed by the house, 
so she is about to go run out and grab one before he’s gone. Stay 
aware of your holidays, except Easter, that one is just whenever 
ham is on sale. And stay sexy!
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I’ve been reading David Byrne’s How Music 
Works and was pretty bummed out by the 
section where he addresses his anger, disap-
pointment, anxiety, and sense of helpless-
ness at the Bush Administration’s invasion of 
Afghanistan, and then Iraq two years later. 
I came across this passage right as the mis-
siles were raining over Iran in the present 
day, killing state leaders and school children 
alike. Timing couldn’t have been better. I don’t 
know what I was expecting from this elder 
statesman of pop music. Maybe I was hop-
ing there would be some…instruction? Some 
path forward for what to do when you live in a 
country that is just �agrantly committing war 
crimes like a bully, while asking you, “What are 
you gonna do about it, nerd?” 

Keep in mind, 
David was liv-
ing in New York 
City when the 
towers fell. He 
saw the after-
math from his 

bicycle. In his book, he mentions “revenge” as 
one of the disgustingly inappropriate reasons 
for invading one of the two countries—the 
one where the �ghting lasted twenty years 
and resulted in the same regime that we ap-
parently went in to oust, returning to power. 
This book came out in 2012. Poor David (while 
writing this) didn’t realize the war would rage 
on for another 9 years.

Sadly, Mr. Byrne had no advice for a lowly mu-
sician during such times. And God knows he 
tried. If you read the book, he includes one of 
the full-page ads he was taking out in both 
Rolling Stone and the New York Times, urging 
contributions to help stop the invasion of Iraq. 
Really putting his money where his mouth 
was. Not just writing dumb protest songs, 
which he bemoans the uselessness of. His 
take is that they do little more than provide 
catharsis for the artist. I’d argue for the listener 
as well, but the point stands. They sure as shit 

don’t stop the war machine.

In his book, he relents that despite a lot of 
legwork and money spent, it did nothing. 
America invaded Iraq. Hundreds of thousands 
of lives were lost. The stability of the Middle 
East remained in �ux.

I suppose it was naïve of me to assume the 
Scottish expat would provide something a 
musician could do that would stop such unjus-
ti�ed state violence, since grassroots organiz-
ing and writing music did fuck all. He certainly 
did not. The chapter trails o� into some mus-
ings about home recordings.

Sadly, all I could gather from reading David’s 
assessment during a similar travesty is that it 
just sucks. This just totally sucks, and there’s 
nothing you or I can do about it. I mean, it 
doesn’t suck as much as it does for the civilians 
living in Iran, Israel, Lebanon, and soon other 
countries catching missiles. Last time we were 
properly invaded was 1812 (1943 if you count 
Japan’s invasion of Alaska), so you’re not really 
gonna feel the direct e�ects of this war unless 
you drive a lot, or you or someone you know is 
an active service member. (Hey, that could be 
everyone soon if they reinstate the draft.)

So, I’ll try to do what David Byrne couldn’t and 
provide a list of three things you, a local Port-
land musician, can do in this next installment 
of America’s forever wars.

Don’t Pay Taxes

At this point, fuck it. If you can get away with 
not paying taxes, do it. It’s just going to the 
war machine anyway. Also, this regime can 
seemingly use this war machine however the 
hell they want, with no accountability from 
the public or even Congress. The last time 
Congress declared war was in 1942. Weird 
right? It seems like there have been a hell of 
a lot of wars since then, but as per the whole 
proper channels, nope. Last time we did it for 
realsies was apparently 1942. This might not 
apply to you, since, as a musician, you prob-

ably don’t make enough money to owe any 
taxes, you poor piece of shit.

Don’t Enlist in the Military

And if you are in the military, either resign or 
be a conscientious objector. I don’t know how 
it works since I’m a nudie mag writer. But since 
the draft isn’t instituted, you have the choice 
whether to be part of the war machine in re-
turn for a free college or whatever. Just don’t. 
Since you’re a musician, I assume you weren’t 
planning on it, but I just feel like I need to re-
iterate here. If you want your boss to be an 
alcoholic with nazi tattoos, go work at a gas 
station. And on that note!

Don’t Drive

You might not have a choice on this one. Gas 
prices are about to skyrocket if this keeps up. 
I’m writing this in early March (well past the 
writer’s deadline, I might add), so who fuck-
ing knows where those prices will be in April. 
Touring in your shitty, little band van is simply 
not tenable if gas is 12 dollars a gallon. Sadly, 
this has been the case for some time. I remem-
ber as long ago as 2006 in the Bay Area, bands 
were scaling back on touring because gas was 
getting too expensive. Oh, if only those poor 
souls knew how much worse it was going to 
get. Now remember, I didn’t say don’t tour. 
Just ditch the van. Apparently, it’s a thing in 
bigger cities and a huge thing in the UK. It’s 
weird reading about how Oasis got to their 
shows via the Tube, back before they were 
signed. Amps, drum cases, and all. And that 
seemed to be the norm for local bands since 
nobody drives there. Bands in New York take 
the subway to get to gigs. Seems weird, but 
I guess it’s better than �nding parking. As 
someone who’s played San Francisco a few 
times, I can con�rm...I would much rather roll 
an amp o� BART than spend 2 hours looking 
for parking on a hill.

Whatever you do, 

Don’t Write Another Fucking Protest Song!
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Death. We know we are going to end 
up there eventually. Nobody lives for-
ever, except maybe Dracula. But the un-
dead are not my concern. Your humble 
author has died twice. Didn't want to, 
but sometimes ya get sick and it hap-
pens like that. My personal experience 
of ying was having Pat Sajak, of all peo-
ple, as the reaper, beckoning me into 
the abyss. He didn't make any corny 
jokes or anything, and he just extend-
ed his hand. I don't even like Wheel of 
Fortune! He extended his hand and 
beckoned. Didn't say a goddamn word, 
and where the fuck was Vanna White? 
I'd rather have her o�ering me a lawn 
mower to pursue my un-life. I was like "I 
ain't buying a vowel or any of this shit!" 
Still ended up dead. I call it the Dark 
Black, because that's pretty much what 
it is. Just like...not anything. They always 
say the same shit when they get you 
to life again. "Oh, hey, we kinda lost ya 
there." "I'm not a set of car keys; what do 
you mean you lost me?" "You, uh, kin-
da were dead for a while." "Fuck, how 
long?" "Entirely too long." "Am I...okay?" 
"Far as we can tell." "Okay. Uh, I guess I'm 
alright with that." "Glad to help." "Still 
not sure I trust you, Greg." 

The �rst time was rather mundane. Re-
nal failure is a buttsucker (I got better, 
obviously). The second time, I was shit-

ting blood into the toilet; fresh blood. I 
lost so much that I couldn’t move and 
was on the �oor. I had the energy to call 
a friend. "Come take me to the hospital. I 
lost a lot of blood, out of my fucking ass, 
and can't move." "I'm too drunk. Take an 
Uber." "It's 11 a.m.! Get your drunk ass 
in the car and take me to the hospital!" 

Assuredly, I was drunkenly toted to the 
hospital and seen ASAP. "How much 
blood do you think you lost?” said the 
nurse. "I am not an ass blood expert, but 
so much that I can barely walk." "Oh, uh, 
that’s not good." I was put into a wheel-
chair and hustled out promptly. I spent 
the next �ve days shitting into a plastic 
cowboy hat with graduations so they 
can see how much blood is actually 
coming out of my ass, in units of metric 
blood shits. The conclusion came: too 
much. Then, I died again, but not for too 
long. They said the same thing. "Why do 
you always say that?" "Er, that's what 
they told us in school. Relaxes peo-
ple and assures them they are in good 
hands." "A little cheesy, though, don't 
you think? I was fucking dead." "Well, I 
don't know what to tell you." "Next time, 
hopefully there isn't one, but say some-
thing di�erent, like ‘Welcome back, you 
formerly dead-ass bitch!'" "I dunno if I'm 
allowed to say that." "Fine, you alive-ass 
bitch."The thing that catches you is that 
once you come back, you are tired as 
fuck! I literally took the nap of all naps! 
The dirt nap! Why am I completely ex-
hausted?

So, how did they �x me? Well, apparent-
ly, I had massive hemorrhoids because 
of renal failure. So, you apparently just 
bleed to death out your butthole. The 

solution? "We can �x this with robotic 
lasers!" "Oh, fuck yeah!" "They will have 
to, unfortunately, go into your rectum." 
"Are you serious? Ass lasers will save 
my life?" "Well, if you want to put it that 
way... yes." "Oh, this just keeps getting 
better." So, imagine a very large robot 
cock, and it's gonna fuck you in the ass. 
It did. It was not what I'd call a fun time, 
but it did cauterize my ass wounds, and 
I no longer had to die from anus blood. 
But jeez, I'll tell ya, my ass was sore for 
weeks because I got medically robot 
ass-fucked. Better than dying again, I 
guess.

So now that my horror story is told, 
let us talk about humans and our rela-
tionship with death. We've always con-
sidered it. Some celebrate it, some la-
ment, and some believe their people 
will come back in new bodies to meet 
them again. Death has been regarded 
as a blessing or a sad end. We will see 
who thinks what about it, typically in 
a spiritual context, but sometimes in a 
secular one.

New Orleans Jazz Funeral

If you are well-regarded (not sure how 
well-regarded you have to be) in New 
Orleans, when you die, you get a funer-
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al procession down a main street, with a 
jazz band playing in your honor.

This, to me, sounds fucking awesome. It 
is optional to have the casket in proces-
sion, held by pallbearers, who are like-
ly thinking, "Guy was great and all, but 
why do I gotta carry him? Can't I be one 
of the guys playing trombone?" "You 
should have taken band class more seri-
ously," says Grandma.

South Korean Rules

They passed a weird law in 2000 that 
says after 60 years, if you bury them, you 
gotta dig them up! I guess that falls on 
the most recent generation. "Dad, real-
ly?" "Here is your shovel, Son. You do not 
want to be an asshole." "No, Father." So 
what do they do after that? Well, there 
is always the option to cremate them, 
and there is a trend of selling the ashes 
to companies that compress them into 
gems. They are called "death beads," or 
"remembrance jewelry." Imagine wear-
ing great-grandma as earrings.

Sky Burial

Not quite a burial, but Buddhists are 
rowdy 'bout it. They believe in trans-
migration of the soul, and that when 
ya die, you're an empty corpse shell 
who will return. So what do they do 
with their dead? Well, they hack them 
into keen slices, stick them on top of a 
mountain, and let vultures eat them. 

Who is the guy they send to haul up the 
pieces of Brother Yang? Must be an in-
tern.

Green Burials

This is a fairly new concept. They wedge 
your dead ass into some kind of wood-
en capsule and bury it, while planting 
trees on top of you, so you fertilize said 
trees. I asked two friends, "What kind of 
tree would you want planted over your 
fucking dead-ass body?" One answer: 
"Gardenia; they smell great." The other 
"An apple or cherry tree, so people can 
eat the fruit." Very egalitarian. I'm going 
with Japanese maple, myself, because 
why the fuck not?

Famadihana

A ritual from Madagascar. I have zero 
idea how to pronounce that. I'm think-
ing "FA-MA-DE-HA-NA." No idea. Either 
way, it's a hell of a thing. It translates to 
"dancing with the dead." What is it? Well, 
they dig up their dead and give them 
fresh, new clothes. This is ostensibly to 
help them decompose faster. They sing 
and eat while doing so, and it's basical-
ly a party, but like yo, you buying dead 
people new clothes?

Indian Parade

Oddly, a tradition from Varanasi, In-
dia, that involves parading the dead 
through the streets, with the dead bod-

ies dressed in colors that are supposed 
to highlight the virtues of the deceased 
(red for purity or yellow for knowledge, 
that sort of thing), so India got dead 
bodies wearing pimp coats. I mean, 
there are worse ways to have your life 
celebrated than being dressed up like 
an absolute player and marched around 
town. Everyone involved dresses up like 
peacocks to supplement.

Those are the most interesting death 
rituals I could �nd.

Don't die. It's not very fun. But if you 
do, I hope all your friends parade you 
around like "dude is wearing purple be-
cause he was a nice fucker."

Enjoy the life we get.

-Wombstretcha

Wombstretcha the Magni�cent 
is currently not dead, a UV-re-
active Swedish Fish, enthusiast 
of not being dead, writer, and 
retired rapper from Portland, 
Oregon. He can be found at his 
website, wombstretcha.com, on 
X as @wombstretcha503, and 
on MeWe (yay!) and Facebook 
(boo!), as "Wombstretcha the 
Magni�cent."
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